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PREFACE
The writing of this book was inspired mainly
by the heightened historical awareness engendered
by the Centennial Celebration of Santa Ignacia. The
100th 2014 Founding Year has not failed to awaken
thoughts of the past of the town and its eventual
evolution over the years. It being the second
conversion of the town into an independent
municipality points inevitably to its beginnings back
in some historic times.
A few enterprising local annalists like the
late Jose V. Pedroche, the late Col. Apolonio B.
Aviguetero, the late Dr. Rufino Loque, and of course,
former Governor Margarita (Ting-ting) Cojuangco and
Dr. Lino Dizon, had made accounts as far back as
they could. Their work, albeit differing in some
details, provided rich information serving as useful
guide that steered the direction of this treatise.
This writer has tried to reconcile apparent conflicts
in their accounts as much as could be done, and
wadeD through some interspersed speculations and
opinions thereof. He has also tried to cover some
grey areas apparently glossed over, and included
the 30-year interregnum from 1984 to the present.
This author bewails that the passion for local
history that flowered in the past has apparently
faded in the past three decades. For a dynamic and
fast-growing town like Santa Ignacia that morphed
from a monoglotic to a polyglotic and bustling
community, the keeping of its annals is imperative.
In this regard, the salutary significance of the
Centenary Observance of the town cannot be
overemphasized.

As chairman of the Santa Ignacia Historical
Society, (a.k.a. SILAG – Santa Ignacia Legacy
Advocacy Group) the author took it unto himself to
undertake this work. The book seeks to make all
Santa Ignacians, readers and all, better acquainted
with their own town. He believes that familiarity
with one’s own milieu unravels any mystery,
otherwise unsettling, provides proper bearing, and
deepens a sense of belonging, pride and stake in
the community.
This work is dedicated to all Santa Ignacians,
and personally to the memory of my late wife, nee
Eufemia Santillan Balanay, and our seven children;
to Danny and wife, Connie, with whom I live at 9049
Reales Street in Alta Loma California for providing
everything I needed in writing the book, library,
recreational and educational facilities, etc. Both
slept close to my room to watch over my having
occasional nightmares. Connie cooked my meals,
did my laundry, and even cleaned my room while I
worked like a hermit. Like Danny, Gener provided
vital technical assistance, while the two girls, Gina
and Eufie and their families provided ample food
supplements during the course of my writing. Special
mention goes to Mr. Sammuel Bartoli, an American
author, for his invaluable technical assistance in
putting this work into shape.
My three children at home, Donna, Bella and
Dina and their families, had given strong moral
support, while (Dolphy) Adolfo P. Follosco, my sonin-law gave technical assistance and did
complementary and supplementary tasks especially
on the photos, Ed M. Narne, member of the family
did serious work in gathering, collecting and
encoding vital materials for the book, and Mae Anne
V. Bacnis, temporary secretary, had patiently given
their help. Finally, I am grateful to my readers, Dr.
Virgilio L Baratang, Dr. Alfredo Domingo, Vice Mayor

Noel C. Antonio, Mayor Saklulu B. Enrado, and Dr.
Lino L. Dizon, author of many books, for their infinite
patience in reading, editing and making constructive
suggestions for improvement, thereof.
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Chapter
TERRA INCOGNITA

It was a nameless niche in the middle of nowhere,
a pristine rolling terrain of a jumbo of forest trees,
indigenous wild bamboos, prairies of talahibs, reeds
and cogon, and dotted with natural meadows here
and there. It was part of the vast uncharted terrain
that spanned the “terra incognita”1 from which the
province of Tarlac and perforce, Santa Ignacia, were
yet to be carved out.
Its condition was best pictured by Dikerson
as quoted by Cojuangco, (1987,)
“... it is practically certain that before
the advent of man in the Philippines, the
entire country was covered with unbroken
forest at one time or another from sea level
to the tops of the highest mountain except,
perhaps where the vegetation had been
temporarily destroyed by natural causes such
as volcanic eruptions. Such types of vegetation
as the extensive grass hills, mountain sides
and plains and the open cultivated areas which are now prominent features of the
landscape – did not originally exist so that
the whole aspect of many localities must have
been quite different from what it is today or
has been within historic times….”
It has been gathered from the earliest
chronicles of history that the settlement in Tarlac
begun in the late part of the 16th Century A. D. The
early settlers were the Austronesians, 2 the
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Pampangos to the South, the Pangasinenses to the
north, and later joined by the Ilocanos to the farther
north, were known to have created the province of
Tarlac. So, from the beginning of time, the place
had remained a virgin forested land.
Such was the state of the area when the first
Ilocano settler, the great grandfather Pedro Madriaga
first set foot on the place. At the instant, it was the
southernmost frontier of Pangasinan province up
north facing the distant province of Pampanga to
the south. Likely unaware of each other, the people
from both sides, north and south, were pushing the
jungle frontiers towards each other. Except for the
occasional incursions of the aborigines (Aetas) to
hunt, fish and gather wild fruits and other forest
food crops, the place was untouched by civilization.

2

Chapter
THE ABORIGINES

Grandfather Madriaga must have encountered the
aborigines when he settled in the place. Before he
ventured south beyond Camiling, he must have been
told about the natives, their
physical attributes,
their way of life, and the like. So he must have had
some semblance of preparation in meeting with
them.
Like all others who did not know why the
Aetas were there ahead of all other tribal groups,
one can go further down in history. Old history books
suggested that the Negritos of the Philippines and
Indonesia came from Africa through the so-called
land bridges of old. That was when the sea level
was still low allowing migration between continents
by land before the glacial era. It is recalled that the
Inuits likewise crossed the Aleutians from Asia to
the Americas.
Bellwood and Omoto, likewise cited by
Cojuangco however, have posited a different theory
that the Philippine pygmies are the “Austroloids,4
the race to which the Negritos belong and are the
true aborigines of the Indo-Malaysian Archipelago.
Dickerson believed that they travelled into the
Philippine Region through the “well defined Sulu
isthmus5 over which they penetrated from the large
southern connection to Mindanao, spread eastward
and northward over land across Leyte and Samar,
to the Camarines Peninsula northward to Luzon and
to Zambales which was later isolated by sea
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invasion. It is known that Zambales was only linked
by a strip of land mainland Luzon.
Different writers like Margarita Cojuangco
(Tarlac, Prehistory to World War II, Tarlac: Tarlac
Provincial Government 1987), Apolonio Aviguetero,
(Santa Ignacia Histoy, Updatd, 1984), and Jose
V.Pedroche, (A Brief History of Sta. Ignacia, 1963),
etc., have made similar description6 of the Aetas as
dark-skinned, short in stature and with kinky hair.
They were a semi-nomadic people, traveling as a
clan, the men with bows and arrows, almost naked
except for a loin to cover their private parts; the
women with a front cover with bare breasts, the
young children, naked. They hunted wild pigs and
deer, and gathered fruits or root crops for food. They
made shanties along rivers as homes
They were animist who believed in spirits
lurking in their environment like trees, rivers,
anthills, and the like. Detergents were unknown to
them, hence their skin was infested with diseases.
They ornamented themselves with forest products
they fashioned out. They had no organized form of
government. Problems or issues that arose were
decided only by the elder males in the group.
Marriages were arranged by betrothals among the
young. They were monogamous. Adultery was a
taboo. The early Aetas were unlettered.
Many were later driven to the mountains, but
Aviguetero (1984) avers that some stayed put in
Santa Ignacia like the woman named Mariang Kurad
7
after whom the woody hill east of the highway in
Northern Nambalan was named. Her body, he said
was covered with eczema (kurad in Ilocano) hence
her name. She was known not to have been
Christianized, although her name “Maria” is
Christian after the Virgin Mary of the Roman
Catholic clergy. He said that she was the owner of
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hill of fruit trees like mangoes, guavas, santol, etc.,
which she later gave to Lakay (old man) Kandro
Mabunga, an Ilocano farmer who took care of her in
her old age. The place has retained its name to this
day.
Aviguetero also cited another example of an
Aeta woman married to a farmer in Vargas, “Mariang
Gasat”8 as remnant of the aborigines that stayed
in Santa Ignacia for good. Her husband, through
their marriage was able to acquire wide lands and
lived comfortably. People attributed their luck (gasat
in Ilocano) to her marriage, hence her name, Mariang
Gasat. The couple had had children who acquired
further education and had been integrated with the
mainstream. Even in some places like Santa Ines,
inter-marriages, were known to have spread Aeta
blood lines in Santa Ignacia.
How Grandfather Pedro Madriaga interacted
with the Aetas when he settled in their hunting
ground can only be conjectured: how they
communicated, mutually not knowing each other’s
language. Strangers to each other, they could only
have used sign language if they interacted at all.
Or had they just considered each other with
suspicion?
Except those who inter-married with the
lowlanders/Christians, their physical features have
not changed. There are a number of them still found
along the Zambales Ranges like in Capas, Bamban,
San Jose, Mayantoc, and San Clemente towns. They
are also some found in the western towns of
Pampanga, in the Clark Field area and of course in
Zambales.
Many of the aborigines have become
integrated with the mainstreams. The youngsters
have been attending schools. Others have already
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embraced the Christian Faith. A pastor from Santa
Ignacia, Arnel D. Vidad,9 ministers to his flock in
Patling, Capas Tarlac. He meets his congregation
every Sunday. A group affected by the Pinatubo
eruption has been relocated in the San Clemente
highland called Dueg.

3

Chapter
THE SITE

Obviously a herdsman in search of an ideal grazing
ground, skipping the low-dying areas, we could
imagine the great grandfather Pedro Madriaga
arriving with the first wave – 1815-1850- of Ilocano
migrants from the north as Loque averred, 10
“Historical Sketch of Camiling, 1990.” If we allow
the great settler 10-15 years to have developed the
site, first into a substantial sitio before it became a
barrio in 1845, we could place his arrival in Camiling
between 1830 and 1835. By that time, the earlier
arrivals must have already occupied the lush areas
of Camiling like Libueg, Caarosipan, Cayawan
Surgui, and the like. They could have also created
and named such enclaves 11 as Caviganan,
Cabatakan, Casaratan, in Camiling as they are
today.
Instead of joining his co-migrants in clearing
the remaining fertile areas of Camiling old man
Madriaga, spurred by a different goal opted to move
farther south. We could imaginarily join him in his
search for the ideal grazing ground:
One early January morning, he and possibly
a companion set out from a relative’s house in
Cacamilingan (the old town site). He headed south
via a trail with a “talunasan,” a tempered bolo in a
scabbard on his side12. A bolo has always been a
must security implement of an Ilocano farmer
without which he feeds naked. He passed through
the lush areas of Surgui and Tuec nonchalantly.
Reaching Malacampa, he must have considered it
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for its topography but went on, anyway. He next
came to the fertile area of San Vicente, then already
under development,13 ante-dating as it did that of
the Santa Ignacia yet to be. He crossed the Bayating
River, found it a wide primal area, but it still it did
not meet the old man’s fancy. He thus moved farther
south and came upon an unnamed stony spring
rivulet, now the Cabatuan Creek. Beyond the creek
was a vast natural meadow 14 a lush prairie of
talahibs, cogon, reeds, etc., that offered a good
glimpse of the woods beyond it, later named
“Taldiapan” after the word “taldiap” which means
glimpse.
Curious about the creek, he followed its
course and found it to have stretched more than a
kilometer south-westward with clear spring water.
Water throughout the year is a primary requisite
for cow-raising! The old man explored the area
beyond the meadow and found that the terrain
sloped gently up southward a kilometer or so from
the creek forming a slight plateau. The high ground
was about a kilometer square, bounded to the south
by a narrow valley, the opposite side of which is
now Barangay Nambalan.
In time, the herds man found two other
smaller spring rivulets south of the source of the
first, one at the apex of the narrow valley that
separates the site from Nambalan about a kilometer
away from the site, and the other a little farther
south, which spilled southeastward into the yet to
be named Sapang Karias area.
In sum, great grandfather Pedro Madriaga had
found his cattle raiser’s paradise - the Binaca-Santa
Ignacia-Namagbagan- in the annals of the town of
Santa Ignacia.
It is definite that the old man was with the
first wave of enterprising, land-hungry, and
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overpopulated Ilocano migrants.as described by
Loque who spilled over in Central Luzon, occupying
the fertile lands of Tarlac, Nueva Ecija and
Pangsinan. This, he said was touched off, by the
dynamic economic development in South East Asia15.
Asia By that time had opened avenues for trade
with the world, mainly with Europe that needed
increasing volumes of export products like rice, corn,
sugar, live stocks and the like. The movement called
for the cultivation of more and more land to meet
the demand. He said that the exodus came in three
waves, first in 1815-1850, the second, in 1850-1900,
and the third in 1900-1930.

4

Chapter
THE ILOCANOS

The waves of Ilocanos came by clans, often whole
families, or even enclaves from up north. Most of
the Ilocano migrants, according to Gamboa ‘Local
History of Tarlac, (1999) settled in Camiling while
the Pangasinenses, opted to go to Paniqui to the
Manggang Mariket 16 . Cojuangco, (1987) likewise
mentioned that the Pangasinenses travelled by the
river and most likely reached Paniqui by the Tarlac
River during the rainy season. Many Ilocanos,
occupied lands in the lowland areas of Anao, Ramos,
Pura, Gerona and Paniqui. They cleared the lands,
but soon many were dispossed because the land
they settelled in were earlier titled17 by Spaniards
as incomiendas, which latter became the haciendas.
This was to cause much disillusionment and became
the root of agrarian trouble. Those who stayed
becamer tenants or share-croppers who alter joined
the agrarian movement in Tarlac.
The settlers in the Camiling area which was
to include the towns of Santa Ignacia, Mayantoc
and San Clemente were more fortunate because
there were no haciendas that claimed the land they
cleared. That is why today, land ownership in the
area has been much better distributed. Land
development went on unabated. While the other
migrants were busy developing areas in Camiling,
great grandfather Pedro Madriaga, going solo for a
time, must have been having his sweet time grazing
his herds of cows in the green meadows of his yet,
un-named place. Successful, he soon invited
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relatives, friends and neighbors raising their cows
on the narrow strips of Ilocos seashores who eagerly
joined him. Grade school geography books taught
that cattle raising had been one of the major
occupations in the ILocos Region.18 Those were the
development years of the settlement. Slowly, it
progressed, earned its name, Binaca and eventually
became a barrio of Camiling in 1845, finally meeting
the 100 family requirement for barriohood.
Together, the settlers raised their cows and
their herds multiplied. That was when the place
earned attention and economic importance, thus
first becoming a sitio of Camiling. Pedroche “A Brief
History of Sta. Ignacia, (1984)” mentioned that the
cowherd was not only in the hundreds but in the
thousands. By that time, the eager traders from far
and wide, went to Binaca to buy their products, their
cows in the main, for export.
THE ILOCANO CARAVANS
In the exodus of wave after wave of Ilocanos,
sometimes whole clans southward, they brought
with them everything to start life with: 19 vegetable
seeds, primarily saluyot, known to
be an
aphrodisiac, ampalaya, eggplant tomatoes, camote,
for their “pinacbet,” their bearded rice varieties
like “aribongbong,” the early-maturing variety to
stave-off the “gawat” lean months, the “ballatinao,”
a sweet black colored rice for “binobodan,” fermented
black rice, “malinis and “milagrosa,” both sweet
smelling, aromatic, good eating varieties, fruit tree
seeds or even seedlings of mangoes, guavas,
tamarind, the sugar cane (tops) from which they
made their wine (basi) their live stocks like goats
for their favorite menu of kilawen and pinpaitan,
and their farm implements like the soyod, plow
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(arado), hand reaper, (rakem) etc,The other
implements like the harrow (palpal) the sled (ulnas),
the manger (col-luong), the mortar (alsong), pestle
(al-o), etc. they fashioned them out of the abundant
timber materials in the settlement.
Their long journey conjures up scenarios of
caravans of carts with shelters “tambopbong” pulled
by carabaos, reined by the father with the family
members - wife and children inside, with live stocks
like ducks, chickens, piglets in baskets underneath
or behind the cart, goats in tow, and roped cows
being herded by one on horseback with a dog or two
on the side. In their long journey which could have
taken weeks, they camped by night and traveled by
early daylight. The caravans must have made the
journey during the dry season there being several
rivers to ford that swell during the rainy season.
The non-herdsmen20 among the migrants was
comprised of various tradesmen: farmers,
blacksmiths, potters, carpenters, etc, As wave after
wave of migrants arrived, the clearing of areas for
farmland went on. This was done as Pedroche (1984)
said, by “slash and burn” or caingin method. Such
areas as Cadaanan, Taroma, Sapang Karias, Lasip
Taguiporo, Cabaruan, etc. were turned into rice
fields. Production of rice, sugar, corn increased in
addition to the live stocks rapidly. Thus, the
settlement attracted traders from near and far like
Camiling, Paniqui and Pangasinan towns, enervated
by the burgeoning and dynamic economic
development going on in Asia.

5

Chapter
HOW BINACA GOT ITS NAME

For sometime, the Madriaga settlement remained
un-named. Because he raised cows which multiplied
fast, it must have been referred to as “Idiay Cabacaan ni Lakay Pedro” –the cow pasture land of Old
Man Pedro. But it did not remain thus because as
traders begun to frequent the place it soon needed
a name for identity and reference. Aviguetero (1984)
mentioned that places are named in many ways
such as after events. e.g :21 “Nagcoralan” – coral,
place, “Igid ti Carayan” - Riverside, tree, “Pau” pau tree, famous man, -Rizal province, product,
“Kalayaan” — Ginger.
To him, the settlement was named after its
major product: cattle (baca) in Ilocano (vaca in
Spanish), corrupted into Binaca. There are other
theories like those by Arturo Agustin, (Silag News
2012) and Erwin Aguilar (Silag News, 2012) as having
been named after a grass (bibinaca) and for Aguilar11,
the very act of converting it into a cow pasture
respectively. But Aviguetero and, Pedroche
maintained the more logical and plausible manner,
that is, its having been named after the settlement’s
major product for which it was widely known, cattle
-, BACA. Hence the corruption, BINACA.22
THE GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF BINACA
Meanwhile, Binaca gained attention and
economic importance. Such attention it got from the
Spanish colonizers was indicatedd by its inclusion
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in Spanish documents and maps as cited by
Aviguetero “ A few pages of a Spanish document23
mentions Binaca as a few miles from Dulit, Tarlac,
then a town of Pampanga, on the east, a few miles
from Gerona, a few miles from Paniqui, on the
northeast, Camiling, some ten miles north.
Aviguetero mentioned that the grade school
geography during the early America Occupationn in
1900 showed Binaca extending westward to the
base of Zambales mountain from Gerona. It occupied
the flats and rolls south of Camiling.
(See Exhibit-A, Old Map of Tarlac).
But as Binaca had been renamed Sta. Ignacia
in 1875 when it first became a pueblo, and
subsequently moved to its present location in 1896,
the old map had been revised, to wit:
Santa
Ignacia 24 is the southernmost of the widely know
four western, “more properly northwestern” towns
of Tarlac, namely Santa ignacia, Mayantoc, Camiling
and San Clemente. The area is a geographical
enclave set apart from the rest of the province by a
chain of cropping hills from the flat hills of Padapada,
down to Vargas, Baldios, Nambalan, Pilpila,
Botbotones and Caduldulaoan, and farther down to
the barangays of Camiling and Pangasinan towns.
The Zambales side of the town is mostly a rolling
terrain as well as those bounding with Tarlac City
(former Capital), Mayantoc and San Jose towns.

6

Chapter
HOW THE SETTLERS LIVE

The original settlers were predominantly Ilocanos.
They brought with them their entire way of life.
Cojuangco, “Prehistory to World War II, Tarlac” 1997
gave this descriptions25:
“As settlers, the Ilocano were
industrious and lived simply. They congregated
in hamlets where they constructed houses
made of bamboos and woven fiber (sic) topped
by stiff thatched roofs. Their houses were
actually no more than an enclosed sleeping
quarter’s elevated by hardwood corner posts.
Beneath was an open space used for various
functions and purposes including a place
where live stocks were tethered at night.
During the daytime, the same open
space beneath the Ilocanos’ houses served as
a laundry yard for women. At noontime the
men would return to their houses to seek
refuge from the heat. Together with their
families they took lengthy siestas before
returning to work in the fields. The ebb and
flow of the monsoon climate dictated the
pattern of labor and lives of the Ilocanos in
Tarlac.”
The Iocanos differed from the non-Ilocano
settlers in Tarlac in many ways. They brought with
them some crops26 that were unique to them which
required unique processes. The rice varieties that
they knew were the bearded ones (with ibo) like
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the “aribongbog, malinis, milagrosa, mimis,
ballatinao, etc.” These rice varieties had to be
harvested not by the scythe but by the hand reaper
(rakem) in which
the rice panicles are pick out
one by one a foot of straw below the grain for the
bundling. Three handfuls of collected panicles would
make a bundle (bet-tec), six bet-tec make a pu-ngo),
20 pun-go make a batog. A “batog” is roughly
equivalent to about five (5) cavans of palay.
The preparation of the bearded variety into
clean rice took a process. The bearded variety cannot
be immediately pounded in the mortar. This was
where the cul-lo-ong (manger) was needed. The cullo-ong is made of a log of about just a little half a
meter wide and about 2 or more meters long usually
not of the very hard wood kind. It is scooped in the
middle shaped like a canoe, except that the edges
and the ends are made more-steep.
This is where the bundled (binet-tec) bearded
rice are rough pounded with pestles. A pestle is a
pounding device made of wood of about 3-4 inches
in diameter and about one meter long. It is tapershaped smoothly from both ends to the middle to
give it proper anthromorphic weight and good hand
hold. It is used for both rough pounding and
polishing.
The rough pounding 27 separates the grains
from the panicle and removes the rice beards. The
steep sides of the manger keep the grains from
scattering outside. This process is done before the
polishing process in the mortar. Because of its
hollowed part, the the sound of the cul-lo-ong when
used, resonates far and wide. The settlers used it
as a means of communication, especially during
emergencies at night. It could have been used
during the robberies in the settlement as mentioned
elsewhere in this book.
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In the rice polishing process wooden mortar
had been used. Stone or concrete mortars were
unheard of during those times. The mortars the
Ilocanos used were made of hardwood like molave
(sagat) yacal, etc. which were plentiful at the time.
The mortar was a piece of log about more than one
and a half (1.2) feet in diameter and a little over
two (2) feet high. The top was scooped smoothly
about 1 foot deep leaving the bottom rounded and
the sides tapering upward leaving about an inch or
two all about the rim. This was used for the polishing
of the rice. In almost all activities that needed
collective action the “Am-moyo”28 (bayanihan) system
was popular among the Ilocanos. This was, lending
one’s help in a particular kind of work to be returned
in kind. This was true in the construction of houses,
(agpabalay) rice harvest (agpa-ani) rice polishing
(agpa lusong) etc.
Before the coming of the rice mills, rice
polishing had become a seasonal preparatory event
among the Ilocanos. For their daily rice needs, the
family members could do the polishing. But
hardworking and proactive as they are, they looked
forward beyond today. In order not to be bothered
about polishing their rice during the work-loaded
rainy months, they did the polishing and storing
their rice in their rice bins before the onset of the
rainy season. Hence the pa-lu-song29 was common.
Within a neighborhood, each family would set its
date, usually one or two nights until all would have
been through.
BINOBODAN
The Ilocanos brought with them a special kind
of bearded rice,30 the “bal-la-tinao.” This is a kind of
black long-grain rice with an unusual thin plastic-
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like grain coating when husked. It is specially meant
for the making of “binobodan.” This is simply a
fermented cooked rice with a fermenting agent
called “bobud.” The bubod is made of yeast mixed
with powdered white glutinous rice into saucershaped cakes that fits loosely into the palm. The
bubod is powdered finely then it is mixed thoroughly
with the cooked bal-la-tinao rice. Then the rice is
placed into a container, usually an earthern pot
and covered tightly. Usually, a thick clean cloth is
used, strapped around the neck of the pot and tied
tightly. The concoction is placed in a cool and safe
place where the fermentation takes place. After
three or four days, the binobodan is ready.
The binobodan has a palatable, pleasant winelike taste. The unpolished ballatinao grains burst
gently between the teeth. With more fermenting
materials, the residual juice of the binobodan could
taste very much like wine. This is where the Tapuy31
of the Igorots have come from. It is not known from
which of the two groups the binobodan originated,
the Ilocanos or the Igorots. It’s like the quandary of
which came first, the egg or the chicken.
THE POTTERS OF NAMBALAN
Among those in the three waves of Ilocano
migrants who settled first in Camiling then spread
out farther south like in Binaca-Santa Ignacia were
people of different trades. Some of them were potters
who settled in Nambalan. They did come from the
Ilocos Region but as to what particular town was
not known. But in an Ilocos town particularly, San
Juan32 town in Ilocos Sur, has been widely known
for its pottery works. The town is said to be blessed
with a clayey hill suited for the making of pots and
the big containers called “burnay.”
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The potters of Nambalan could have come from
San Juan, Ilocos Sur, or if not, somewhere else,
from where they learned the trade. Pottery has been
a partnership work between the men and the women.
The men haul the clay and the firing materials while
the pottery work was done solely by the women.
In Nambalan, the source of clay has been the
several anthills that dot the farms west of the barrio
which is the higher section of the locality called,
“Laud”, meaning, west. There has also been where
the men cut the talahibs or cogon for the firing of
the pots, in addition to their stacks of hay.
The pottery work33 begins with breaking the
clay into bits and soaking to soften it. When soft
enough, the clay is massed to remove all hard
particles like bestles, divided into cylindrical masses
and into sizes for the kind of pots meant to be made.
At a given malleability, each clay cylinder is placed
on a wooden turn-gadget, on which the potter
roughly shapes first the top rim (mouth) of the pot
flaring it with one hand, the other turning the turngadget. The flaring is needed to give the pot a holding
part.
The turn-gadget is a circular piece of wood 67 inches in diameter and 4-5 inches thick. Its bottom
hole is anchored to a pin in the center of another
piece of circular wood underneath to keep the turngadget in place.
After each of the clay cylinders has been
roughly shaped and reached a certain level of
malleability, the potter puts on her front cover for
protection. She starts beating the pot into shape
with a paddle-like wooden gadget called “pepe” close
to her bosom. The beating of the material into shape
is done outside, in synchrony with a smooth piece
of stone inside called, “tok-no.” The beating
resonates in the neighborhood especially at night.
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All these done, the pots already in their real
shapes are left to harden to a given degree maybe a
day or two under the sun. . When dried enough,
they are polished by softly rubbing the pot all about
with selected shiny stones to give them a sheen.
This prepares the pots for firing.
The firing is the last stage, called “ag-gibba.” The pots are arranged close to each other in
the firing area and are covered with the firing
materials, the dried talahibs, cogon, hay, and the
like. The potters through experience know just how
much firing materials are needed. The materials
are kindled and when consumed, the firing is done.
Pottery has been quite a big help to the famlies
in Nambalan. Distinct from others their families
had steady source of income. Women engaged in
the trade had helped their farmer husbands in their
family economies like sending their children to
school. Nambalan pots had been sold in several
places includidng Manila. Even after the advent of
the steel cooking materials they still command
markets. Today, there are large scale production of
flowering pots, stoves and the like.
THE SUGAR PRODUCERS
Among the plants the early Ilocano migrants
brought with them was the sugar cane. Certainly,
the sugar cane tops they brought with them must
have been immediately planted, and soon multiplied.
Noted for sugar cane and sugar has been the San
Francisco area. The sandy loam soil of the locality
is highly suited to the growing of sugar cane. The
planting of sugar cane necessitated the putting up
of a sugar mill called 34 “dadapilan.” Hence, the
original sugar cane farmers had to make one. The
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dadapilan is a simple machine activated by both
human and work-animal power. It was essentially
made of two hard-wood cylinders held fast side by
side and connected with gears to turn them around.
A long arching fitted pole pulled by a carabao round
and round, makes the cylinders move. As the
cylinders move, the sugar cane is introduced by
hand between to squeeze the juice. The juice is
collected through a trough into a collecting vat.
The cane juice is the raw material for the
sugar. The juice is boiled in a big vat over an oven
dug on the ground called “anawang”35 which takes
several hours. The end product would be sugar
(tagapulot) either put in kerosene cans, or “polotipot,”
-soft, gooey sugar in smaller cans or bamboo tubes,
or “sinacob” harder seasoned sugar shaped by half
coconut shells later put together broad side. Other
side products36 are the “calte,” sliced papayas cooked
with the sugar all along, and the “patopat,” glutinous
rice encased in neatly woven buri leaves. All these
products command prices in the market.
Basi preparation takes a different process.
The sugar juice is boiled up to a point not over 60
degrees only to keep the alcohol content from
escaping. The juice is then placed in a big container
“burnay,” and a kind of wild fruit36, (samak) is mixed
with the juice in the burnay. The burnay is then
kept away for the aging process.
The length of the aging process depends upon
the desired kind of basi. Sweet basi takes a shorter
period, of up to six months or less samak. More
potent basi needs more samak and longer period of
seasoning which could go a year of so. With the
proliferation of different kinds of liquor, basi has
been losing its ground. Sometimes, the concoction
turns sour and becomes vinegar. The vinegar has a
unique taste and aroma and sells well in the market.
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At one time many barrios (barangays) in Santa
Ignacia, engaged in the production of sugar. There
were sugar cane fields in Santa Ines, Vargas, Pilpila,
Nambalan, Botbobones, aside from the traditional
sugarcane areas like San Francisco, Cabaruan and
Taguiporo. In those times, there were several known
kinds of sugar cane. There were the “Piatan,” a dark
hard-skinned and slender stemmed kind, the Java,
a whitish hard stemmed and logish kind, the Cebu,
dark-skinned but with soft inter-node pulp good for
chewing, the Badila, dark-skinned, stout stemmed
with soft inter-node pulp, suited for chewing, and
the Alunan, grayish, soft inter-node pulp and good
for chewing. Of all these arieties, the badila has
commercial value as a chewing cane. It has been
sold in stores in whole piece or in cuts which are
bought mainly by high school students even today.
Sugar cane chewing is said to be good for the
denture.
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Chapter
WHAT SETTLERS LEFT

All along the settlers tended the plants they brought
with them like the mango and tamarind trees and
towering buri plants. Extant mango37 and tamarind
trees now gnarled are still standing in Namagbagan,
the old Binaca site. One or two majestic buri plants
are still standing, too.
The settlers also left a spring well38 about a
meter deep and half a meter across at the apex of
the narrow valley about a kilometer or so southwest
of the site. It was dug out of hard rocks, almost just
out of the roots of a towering “Panglomboyen” tree
from which water seemed to come. It emptied into
a shallow bog a few meters farther down where
carabaos were known to have been mired and gotten
scared. Around the bog grew an aromatic herb, “anis”
which people around gathered to mix with wine and
tobacco. The well filled fast with a capacity of about
20 watering pots, (carambas) that could hold about
two to three gallons each. This conjures up a picture
of a woman or a group of Binaca women carrying
the watering pots on their heads to and from the
spring. The sping has since been submerged by a
dam.
The settlers were adept at giving names39 to
places. Naming of places had been necessary for
them particularly for identification and as points of
reference. Taldiapan was so called being a glimpsepoint to and from the old settlement site. Another
place farther south which offers a view of a bit of a
high ground before an open area has been called
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“Masirpat.” (Sirpat) in Ilocano means “see or can be
seen.” Like the American Cowboys they called
“Coral” the place where they kept their cows, now
lengthened to Nagcoralan which is now a sitio of
Nambalan. One of the most fertile ricefields,
probably the earliest developed farm is called
Cadaanan in barangay Pugo Cecilio. “Da-an” in
Ilocano means old. Incidentally, some scions of Old
Man Pedro Madriaga who settled in the place close
to 200 years age are still found in Cadaanan.
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Chapter
BINACA AS A BARRIO
OF CAMILING

As the economic influence and importance of Binaca
grew, the settlers were made to pay their tributes.
They had a form of government comprising of all
males, with the head whose chief duty was to collect
tributes for the priests As new waves of migrants
from the north joined the settlement, Binaca
consequently met the number of households
requirement (100) to become a barrio. Thus, in
1845, Binaca became a barrio of Camiling, then still
of Panagasinan province. Dedicated, hardy and
hardworking people, the Ilocanos progressed rapidly
and lived contentedly. Pedroche (1984) mentioned
that the written record of Binaca begun in 1845
after the parish priest of Camiling took jurisdiction
of the place. He cited Manuel Nartividad 40 as the
first Teniente Basal who received orders from the
priest. At that time, Binaca was known far and wide
as a fast-progressing barrio. The hard-working
Ilocanos were inspired by the attention given them
by the Spanish government. But it also caught the
attention of band of lawless people.
Pedroche in his account cited two instances
when ruffians plundered Binaca41. This is how he
put it:
“In the year 1851, during the 2nd term
of Don Fernando Agustn as Binaca’s 7 th
Teniente Basal, a caravan of ruffians
plundered the barrio and carried away many
working aninals (cows), personal belongings
(ai) and cash. They also killed some of the
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barrio people who put up a fight. However, the
inhabitants were not in any way discouraged.
They worked harder and produced more.
Gradually, the settlers increased in numbers
as more emigrants arriving to Binaca from the
different towns of the Ilocos Region42 such as
Cabugao, Sarat, Tagudin, Bacarra, Badoc,
Candon and Paoay. During the tenure of office
of Don Felipe Cabugsa, as the 18th Teniente
Basal in the year 1863, another group of
robbers attacked and plundered the barrio.
Like the first group of robbers, they took away
plenty of cows and personal belongings and
cash”
Pedroche42 made no mention of the identity
of the pillagers. But in his book,” Local History of
Tarlac”, Alberto Gamboa (1999) alluded to the band
of Zambals and Aetas who resented the Ilocanos43
for depriving them of their hunting grounds in the
area.
BINACA RENAMED
In both the accounts of Pedroche and
Aviguetero, the people of Binaca as a barrio of
Camiling lived comfortably. The Spanish document,44
“Volga para Elbienio de 1870 a 187143, narrated the
situation of Binaca at the time “indicating that the
number of tax payers was enough to maintain a
separate pueblo. Based on records the Cabesas
Actuales of Binaca were(45) Don Fernando Agustin,
Don Felipe Cabugsa, Don Domingo Molina, Don
Agustin Guzman, Don Juan Simon, and unnamed
others. They had a form of government that was
basically patriarchal. All along, the leaders of barrio
Binaca worked without letup for the conversion of
their barrio into a pueblo. Their efforts came to the
attention of the high level of the Spanish government
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that led to the issuance of the 1871 and 1872
Decrees in Spanish part of which read:
“1871 Interior44 A cuerdo del expediente
promovido por los principales del pueblo del
Camiing relativo a la creation de un pueblo
independiene el Barrio de Binaca Sta. Ignacia.”
This is translated, to wit: “1871 Interior
According to an internal agreement reached
by the principaless of the town of Camiling
relative to the creation of Santa Ignacia as
Independent town of Binaca into Santa Ignacia.
“….. Govierno Superior Civil consente
con la mismo festado en el espresado decreto
de 19 Febrero de 1872 concede la creation del
Barrio Binaca un pueblo independiente en la
civil de su matrix Camiling bajo denominacion
de St. Ignacia.
It is translated thus: “The Civil Superior
Government consents to the same expressed
decree on February 19, 1872, conceding to the
creation of Barrio Binaca into an independent
town from the civil jurisdiction of Camiling
under the name STA. IGNACIA.
The issuances of such decrees came as a
result of the work of the leaders of Binaca named
earlier, and the importance the barrio had achieved
in the perception of the Spanish government during
the period. Aviguetero posed the question as when
the two decrees meant to create Santa Inacia into
a pueblo. This was answered by Pedroche who
claimed that the implementation49 was done in 1875.
He averred that it was during the tenure of Agustin
Guzman as Teniente Basal that the news about
plundering robbers reached the ears of the Bishop
who thought it wise and proper for Binaca to become
a separate pueblo so that it could have its own police
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force to protect its inhabitants. Hence, an order was
issued to the Teniente Basal throught the Parish
priest that Binaca should stand as a separate pueblo.
Thus Binaca became a town in 1875, and its name
was changed from Binaca to Santa Ignacia.
HOW SANTA IGNACIA GOT ITS NAME
As to how Sta. Ignacia got its name is not
known. It had been arbitrarily given in the 1872
Decree without any explanation thereby making all
other explanations speculative. Some romanticized
it as after St. Agnes, 45 the sweet Roman maiden
martyr, another was after a beautiful woman from
Cebu named Ygnacia. Another plausible one was
that gathered from the, “Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia.” The Wikipedia points to Mother
Ignacia, a Filipina Religious Sister of the Roman
Catholic Church. She was known for her acts of
piety and religious poverty who founded the
Congregation of Sisters of the the Religion of Virgin
Mary, the first female congregation with approved
pontificial status in the Republic of the Philippines.
She was declared venerable by Pope Benedict XVI
in 2007. Mother Ignacia (1663 to 1748), widely
known among Spanish clergy figured most closely
to the naming of the town in the 1872 Decree by
the Spanish Clergy.
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Chapter
STA. IGNACIA
UNDER THE SPANIARDS

Meanwhile, the people of Binaca lived comfortably
under the liberal reign of Governor General dela
Torre. 47 The rice farms of Lasip just beyond the
Cabatuan Creek to the west, the long valley that
stretches alongside the Sapang Dalag from upriver,
down to Macaguing as well as the now San
Francisco, Cabaruan and Taguiporo (SACATA) area
for vegetables and sugar cane were
being made
productive. The people paid their tributes, and took
part in the polo, 40 days of enforced labor willingly
like in the building of the cathedral in Camiling.
But Governor dela Torre was relieved on April
4, 1871, replaced by Governor Izquierdo 48 who
boasted that “… he came with a cross on one
hand and a sword on the other.” It was during his
reign in 1872 when the Cavite Revolt occurred that
led to the execution of the three priests, Frs. Gomez,
Burgos and Zamora, widely affecting the lives of
Filipinos everywhere. True to his boast. Izquierdo
used the sword implicating many others in the revolt,
making arrests, executions, life imprisonments,
deportations to unchartered islands in the pacific,
recruitment of natives to fight the Muslims in
Mindanao who never returned, etc,. To the great
relief of the Filipinos, Izquierdo became ill and
resigned in 1873, at which time, King Amadeo of
Spain abdicated his throne.
The aftermath of Izquierdo’s reign aroused
much resentment among the Filipinos that
fomented resistance including those in Binaca.
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Aware of the situation, the high level of Spanish
government tried to alleviate it by passing the Maura
Law,49 in 1873, The Maura Law meant to liberalize
the administration of Spain in the Philippines. But
it was too late.
For about 300 years, Spain had been collecting
tributes from the natives. But suddenly, it stopped
the collection and reduced the polo (enforced labor)
of 40 days to 15 days. The enforced labor required
all adult natives to render 40 days of work for the
Spanish government without pay, mostly in the
construction of churches. The old Church of
Camiling and the Convento were constructed
through the polo. Those were signs well-received by
the people.
But in order to raise revenues, Governor
Foller 57 enforced the personal tax, (Cedula). He
assigned strict agents to enforce the payment of
the cedula among all adults. Persons found without
the Cedula were severely punished. Andres
Bonifacio who must have paid his cedula resented
the punishment meted to non payers. That was the
Cedula he tore before his assembled Katipunero
members in Pugad Lawin in August 1896 in open
and flagrant defiance of the Spanish rule.
Spain also launched the so-called50 Tobacco
Monopoly. Tobacco at the time was a highly
demanded commodity in the world market and Spain
cornered the tobacco production in the Philippines.
It required that all tobacco raised by the Filipinos
had to be surrendered to the Spanish government.
This was one cause of sadism among some of the
Spanish policy enforcers. To the grief of a hapless
victim, an enforcer would hide a bale of tobacco in
the farm of a farmer and accuse him of hiding his
tobacco. For this frame-up, the poor fellow was
meted severe punishment.
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Spain’s policy from the start was making the
country a vassal for good. This it did by keeping the
Filipino masses perpetually ignorant. That was the
reason why it did not care to provide them with
enlightenment. It was not until 300 years later in
the late 1860’s that it created the secondary schools.
Down the years only the Cathethesm and the Cartilla
with Spaniards as teachers. Again, this had bared
further the cruelties of the Spaniards. They were
known to have used the palmeta51 (a device primarily
designed to hit the open palm with force) and the
whip for the slow learners. These altogether
discouraged many from going to the “escuela” school.
In time, some Santa Ignacia folks were known to
have taught reading by the ABAKA) method – ba-bebi-bo-bu, etc.
THE BARRIOS
At the time, there were only two known big
barrios of Sta. Ignacia, Nambalan and San Francisco.
San Vicente was already there, taken from Camiling.
Nambalan was earlier known aas “Cadanglaan” 52
for its clumps of the chaparral “dangla” also known
as lagundi, known for its medicinal value. It is where
the potters from the Ilocos settled. Nambalan is less
than a kilometer from the old Binaca site, separated
only by the narrow valley that runs west to east.
On the other hand, San Francisco which today
has retained its name as “the, barrio” is very close
to the town. It has a very fertile soil which had
attracted the early settlers especially the sugar
cane growers. The first dadapilan53 was known to
have been put up in the barrio which in time, was
followed suit by other barrios. Vargas and Pilpila
were taken from Gerona. Vargas was locally known
as “Kaposeraan”54 for its plentiful of “poser” a family
of of bamboo, and Padapada (Dulit) from Tarlac town
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formerly known as San Ignacio but later named afer
its long flat hills.
Thus were the boundaries of Sta. Ignacia
defined:55 south, with Tarlac by the Bonog (Beneg)
River, east, by Gerona and Paniqui, north, by
Camiling, and west, by the Zambales mountain. It
was after Mayantoc became a town in 1877, when
the northwestern boundary was redefined which
today remains unresolved.
The other barrios were to be created in latter
years. It is noteworthy to mention that there exists
anecdotes on the history of each barrio written by
resident teachers or school administrators during
the incumbency of the late Mayor Julio Clemente
on file. Nambalan, the erstwhile biggest barrio had
mothered three (3) barrios: Timmaguab, Baldios and
Pugo- Cecilio; San Francisco, mothered two barrios,
Cabaruan and Taguiporo. Sta. Ines has since been
divided into three barangays, Sta. Ines East, Sta.
Ines Centro, and Sta. Ines West, and San Vicente,
Pinpinas and Caanamungan.
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Chapter

THE CALAMITIES

While the Santa Ignacia people lived comfortably
with their burgeoning economy, they were visited
by several calamities56 during the period, 1892-1897.
In I892, Camiling was struck by Cholera, a virulent
and highly contagious disease which spread to Santa
Ignacia. It is said that hundreds died of the disease.
In some cases, an entire family was wiped out. Pall
bearers and grave diggers for a relative, friend or
neighbor of one day were said to be the next to be
buried.
Aviguetero in his account asked, “Where did
the Santa Ignacia bury their dead?” None of the
local historians had made any mention of any burial
ground. Perhaps, for the occasional deaths, they
could still bother to carry them to Camiling. But
during the cholera and flu epidemics, the need for
a burial ground was most dire.
Indeed, where did the Santa Ignacia people
bury their dead during the cholera and flu epidemics
when hundreds upon hundreds died? Did they still
bother to carry their so many deads daily to the
cemetery in Camiling? In all likelihood, they did
not. So the hanging question is, “Where?” No one
can say, but it could be in anybody’s backyard or
under anybodies house today.
In those years, during the term of Capitan
Agustin Guzman, rinderpest and anthrax attacked
Camiling and spread to the the big cow herd of Sta.
Ignacia.57 The government ordered a quarantine of
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all large cattle including carabaos, but the
quarantine services were ineffective. Many farmers
did not follow regulation by hiding their cattle
instead of submitting them for quarantine. As a
result, many of the people’s herds were almost wiped
out and they had to start all over again.
During the period, the area also suffered from
locust infestation. Locusts are highly destructive
pests that eat anything green, trees, bamboos,
standing rice plants etc. depriving the people of their
harvests. The people had learned to eat them. They
are like the big grasshoppers called “bandus or
pachara “children used to catch in the field. But
the locust multiplied very fast and had to be gotten
rid of. They did this by digging pits to which they
herded the locust and buried them with earth.
Droughts also plagued the people from time to time,
leaving them unable to plant their crops. But hardy
and resilient, the Ilocanos survived through all those
calamities.
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Chapter
FILIPINO AWAKENING

Early on liberal ideas from Europe filtered into the
country brought among others by Filipino students
and from the Filipino propaganda, the La
Solidaridad. This was enhanced by the creation of
the telephone and the railroad track that connected
Manila to Dagupan and its byway from Paniqui to
Camiling which Loque romanticized by the lovetriangle58 saga of Dr. Jose Rizal, Leonor Rivera and
the British Engineer, Carlos Kipping, who built the
railroad.
Meanwhile, the Maura Law also came into
force. That was an enlightening sign which the people
welcomed. The highest level of government in Spain
was aware of the misadministration of the colony
and tried to win back the faith and loyalty of the
Filipinos. But not soon enough. The people had
awakened to their common identity galvanized by
among others, the execution of the three priests,
Gomez, Burgos and Zmora. “GOMBORZA” the two
novels of Dr. Jose Rizal, the Nole me Tangere and
El Filibus Teresmo and his execution in Luneta on
December 30, 1896.
Santa Ignacia people were well informed
about conditions of the time. They knew about the
Katipunan, there being some members in the town
and in nearby Camiling. Their ears were wide open
to the ongoing developments in the ranks of the
Katipunan of Andress Bonifacio and the brewing
struggles against Spain.
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THE TRANSFER OF SANTA IGNACIA TOWNSITE
Central Luzon, particularly the provinces of
Tarlac, Pangasinan and Nueva Ecija, were being
wracked by discord. Three contending forces,
namely, the Katipuneros, the friar-sponsored
counter-revolutionay group called the Guardia de
Honor said to have been organize by Apo Laqui, Julian
Baltazar-who was worshipped like God, linked to
the Partido de Agraviados headed by the selfappointed “General Pedro Pedroche”, and the
aggrieved farmers relieved of the farms they
developed by the Spaniards were actively at odds.
With conflicting motives, the three groups sowed
an almost state of anarchy in the region. There were
killings, robberies, and plunders in several towns
like the murder of the family of then Major
Servillano Aquino (after whom Camp Aquino was
named), in Murcia, in Paniqui, and even in San
Clemente. The entire family of the local chief of
police of Bamban and the Tax Commissioner, Fabian
Ignacio were killed. Travelers passing Tarlac were
robbed, kidnapped or killed. The command post in
Camiling was attacked. There was a state of
uncertainty.
When the revolution broke out in 1896, the
Spanish authorities were all the more alarmed about
the security of Santa Ignacia. This spurred the
higher Spanish authorities to order, the Teniente
Basal through the parish priest of Camiling, the
transfer Sta. Ignacia from its old site (Namagbagan)
to its present site. The order was urgent in view of
the uncertainties that were fast-closing in.
The transfer of the town site was therefore
done in haste, in a sense it was almost a race among
the settlers. Santa Ignacia, at the time had been in
the old site for over 60 years, allowing ten years for
its development from a settlement into a sitio, from
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a sitio into a barrio in 1845, and from 1845 to 1896.
The population had swollen by the succeeding waves
of migrants from the north. The people built their
houses within the perimeter of the kilometer square
or so site of the town. The center of the town is
never known but Aviguetero mentioned that it was
where the Camp Namagbagan Camp Marker was
placed which is the highest point in the vicinity. It
must have been there where then Capitan Eulogio
Madriaga assembled the people through the (patok)
a bamboo devise with about an inch grove between
two nodes which when beaten resonates far and
wide. Or the (tangguyob) a horn shaped like a
cornucopia which when blown likewise resonates
far and wide. Both were used usually to assemble
people.
Then a fast-growing community the
households increased and spread out. Some who
developed farms in outlying areas like in Cadaanan,
Taroma, and Sapang Karias either built their own
homes in their sites or worked there during the
day and returnd to the town at night. So, when the
order of transfer came, many were hard put to
implement it at once. It was however, the fear of
the announced imminent danger that compelled
them to do the dismantling “bagbag” of their homes,
anyway.
The new site was determined, but the rule
in the occupancy in the location of houses was “first
come first served.” Urban planning was still many
years to come. So there was a rush, or race in the
demolition, and the first ones occupied the choicest
places, like those closest to the river boundary. The
people felt that the closer they were to Camiling,
the safer they were. Among the choicest place was
the old town site, now known as “Intramuros” while
the others went as close as they could to the
boundary. The later arrivals occupied the fringes.
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With news of troubles in nearby towns fast
closing in, the demolition of old Santa Ignacia went
furiously. Since their houses were made of light
materials the people did not find it hard to do the
job. Only the assembled top portion of their houses
made of bamboos had to be carried in one piece.
This needed some men to carry the structure on
their shoulders, while the rest of the parts like the
posts, walls, and the bamboo floors could be hauled
by their work animals.
THE ILOCANO AM-MOYO SYSTEM
The dismantling and moving of the houses
were done by the “Am-moyo” -bayanihan system.
Group action was needed to carry the top portion of
their houses. In doing the job, the host would usually
serve basi. A goat would usually be slaughtered
while the women would prepare the favorite menu
(kilawen and pinapaitan) two Ilocano goat menu
specialties. There were also the pinackbet and the
salayot dineng-deng, if in season the trade mark
vegetable Ilocano menus.
It is imagined that many scenarios of moving
the top of houses happened at the same time. Such
group actions were usually accompanied by the
frolicsome shouts here and there that somehow
helped drown out the apprehensive over the looming
danger.
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Chapter

NAMAGBAGAN

So the settlers left their old town site where they
stayed for over 60 years certainly with heavy hearts.
To this day, only some grizzled mango and tamarind
trees remain to mark those years, It was during
the excavations made during the barracks
construction of Camp Namagbagan in 1941, when
arttifacts like broken parts of pottery were found.
What remain in the abandoned place are some tallspooky tales to this day.
(See Appendix E): “The Rapidly Growing Dog,”
“Rolling Mat” by Engr. Dan B. Dacayanan
For years and years, the two-kilometer
stretch of road from Cabatuan Creek to Nambalan
had remained uninhabited. Bisected by the national
highway, the old site including both sides of the
road were reclaimed by the outgrowths of chapparal,
talahibs, and many indigenous outgrowths. A big
squat valete tree that killed its host on one side of
the road and the old towering bangar tree said to be
host of non-kindred spirits had made the place
spooky all the more. It was a dark stretch of road, a
creepy place after sundown. To all around, especially
to young boys, it was a no-man’s land.
It has been only in recent years, pressed by
the need for space that houses have sprung up one
by one. At first, only the fringes of the old site were
occupied. Little by little the spooky notion about the
place has been exorcised and houses have sprouted
everywhere. Today, there are two fast-growing
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subdivision in the area. One is the Don Mauricio
Subdivision which is now well-developed. Most of
the buildings are already occupied by people from
Santa Ignacia and other towns. The subdivision is
located in the southwestern quadrant of the old site
close to the highway.
The other developed subdivision is the one
owned by a Chinese, married to the Doria family
get the name. Several modern buildings have sprung
up there. It is located in the northwestern quadrant
of the old site and is linked by a road to the highway.
The four other subdivisions are located in the open
spaces in the fringes of the site, altogether in PugoCecilio, namely, the Yabut, Millado, Doria, Rose,
and the La Lamorena Subivisions. They are all being
occupied.
One obvious silver lining of the perceived
spookiness of Namagbagan has been its having been
preserved or reserved as the most feasible
expansion of the community. Other directions of
expansion from the poblacion like towards Macaguing
and Botbotones and Poblacion towards Lasip are out
of the highway. Rooms for expansion towards
Camiling via the Romulo Highway and from,
poblaciom to San Framcisco are practically nil.

13
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THE MAKABULOS-PEDROCHE
AFFAIR

While the neighboring towns were beset with
troubles spawned by the conflicting motives of the
contending groups, the people of Santa Ignacia were
enjoying a period of relative peace after they moved
to the new site. The appointed town leaders were
among others, President Local, Sergio Espino,
Delegado de Rentas Internas, Santiago Alumisim,
Delgado de Justicia, and Vidal Cube, Delgado de
Policia, 1888-1889.
The resilient and hardy Ilocanos had
recovered the momentum of their prosperity from
the raid of the ruffians. The farmers would go to
their fields during the day and return to their homes
at night bringing their good harvests. They had time
to attend to their cultural activities like holding
parties, weddings etc, where they had Fandangos,
(a kind of Spanish Dance between a man and a
woman with graceful waves of body and hands and
“dal lot”, (oral duel in verse among local bards) horse
race, and fiestas.
Fiestas have been annual celebrations in the
Catholic world introduced by Spain among its
colonies in South America as well as in the
Philippines. It lasts for two days, the (visperas and
the fiesta proper). It is a day of thanksgiving in
honor of a local saint.
Towards the end of 1888, Santa Ignacia was
celebrating its town fiesta featured by several
activities, the popular one at the time was “Moro-
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Moro.” Fiestas were usual festive occasions in which
families in the town slaughtered their fatted pigs,
goats, chickens and the like. They played gracious
hosts to their relatives from the barrios who would
go to town, often with their whole families in their
covered carts (tambobong).
While the people were enjoying the “staged
mock-battle between the Christians against the
Moro-moro” in colorful costumes, accompanied by
the lively music band of,” tat-tat tarat-tat tat-tarat
tat-tat tat-tat tat” there were sudden bursts of
gunshots that drowned the music the Moro-Moro
music. The gun bursts continued; Pedroche was
attacking the Santa Ignacia Police force headed by
Police Chief Vidal Cube, his own relative with whom
he had had long-standing bad blood. The fiesta
turned into a battlefield zone and pandemonium
broke loose. Panic-stricken people shrieked with
fear, not knowing which direction to go for safety.
When the smoke of battle settled down, Chief Vidal
Cube and one other police officer Gregorio
Conquera, were dead.
The attack of the town fiesta by General
Pedroche and his Partido de Agraviados projected
Santa Ignacia not only in local but also in the
national history. It alarmed the Revolutionay
hierarchy which led to his assassination.
THE REVOLUTION IN TARLAC
Early on, in 1897, the Revolution broke out in
Tarlac, led by General Francisco Makabulos in Lapaz
town. The movement spread rapidly. Town after town
soon joined in. His attack on the Spanish
commandencia in Tarlac which culminated in the
surrender of General Flanders and liberated Tarlac
from Spanish rule earned him much recognition and
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rose rapidly in the ranks of the Revolution. He was
made in command by the Revolutionay Government
of the entire province of Tarlac and Pangasinan.
Thus had the paths of General Makabulos and
“Gerneral Pedro Pedroche” crossed collided.
In the accounts of Cojuangco, Pedroche,
Avigueero, Dizon, and Loque, the ex-guardia civil
sergeant offered his services to General Makabulos.
Pedroche’s arrogant and belligerent demeanor, with
a threat of organizing his own forces if not taken in,
angered Makaulos. Not used to being rebuffed while
in the service of the Guardia Civil, Pedroche made
good his threat, organized the Partido deAgraviados
recruiting in his ranks even men of shady character.
This sparked what Cojuangco 57, called the rivalry
between the two, crediting Pedroche with 50,000
men under his command.
Cojuangco’s number of Pedroche’s men
(50,000) though was not quite realistic at the time.
That size of a band would not have been
inconspicuous nor could have been accommodated
in Pedroche’s vaunted headquarters in the
fastnesses of Calipayan. This was aside from the
enormous amount of logistics to maintain such a
number of men.
It was believed that the widely known
dynamism, popularity or notoriety of Pedroche which
went ahead of him may have drawn some sort of
myth unto his persona. Loque (1990) likewise
mentioned that Pedroche had already “four towns
under him.” But his attack of Sta Ignacia was known
to have been his first incursion from the standpoint
of the Revolutionary hierarchy. Even the account of
a Dominican, Ulpiano Hererra, who traveled with
Gen. Makabulos to Moriones town at the time of
the attack “that the Pedroche band could swathed
attack them in less than an hour “was a gross
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exaggeration. On foot, a band would take the better
part of the day to travel from Sta. Ignacia to Moriones.
There have been other exaggerated accounts on the
mythical abilities of the man even among Spanish
writers of the time.
At any rate, the Revolutionary Command in
Tarlac, then headed by General Makabulos had
serious concern about the growing influence of
General Pedroche on account of his attack of the
fiesta of Santa Ignacia. A fairly accurate account of
the Pedroche episode has been that of Dr. Lino Dizon
Partido de
in his book, 60 “Pedro Pedroche:
Agraviados, and a Counter-Revolution in Tarlac
Province, 1888-1889” from his exhaustive research
in archives in the United States, Spain and in the
Philippines. Dr. Dizon had come up with his account
on the celebrated topic. He has put to rest the
controversial versions of local historians on the life
and circumstances of “General Pedro Pedroche.”
including his assassination in the convent in
Camiling and the players in the event. This is briefly
and aptly reflected in the Preface of the book written
by Dr. Dizon in collaboration with Mayor Saklulu B.
Enrado and this author which reads in part:
“Pedroche was obviously a creature of
the Philippine Revolution; he rode the waves
of the movement, its flows and counter flows.
He was painted, as a brave and dynamic, if
rather cocky ex-sergeant of the Guardia Civil.
As gleaned from his direct offer of his services
to Revolutionary General Francisco Makabulos,
his rather arrogant and belligerent demeanor
were more the reasons for his being turned
down. The rebuff prompted him to organize the
so-called, “Partido de Agraviados” said to be
linked up with the “Guardia de Honor” a friarsponsored counter revolutionary movement.
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This was at the time when the infant
Philippine Republic was in the throes and
crucial process of consolidating its governance,
wracked as it was with indecisions, errors of
judgment, power struggles and the discontent
breaking out in the ranks of the revolutionary
forces.
The partido of Pedroche became a
magnet to the deserters, swelling its ranks.
In time it became identified with the peasant
movement against the landed gentry and
against the perceived abuses by local leaders
in terms of tax collection which was gaining
wide support in Tarlac, Neuva Ecija and
Pangasian. Though initially ignored by the
Revolutionary high command, the growing
influence and power of General Pedroche came
as a shock by his attack of the Sta. Ignacia
Fiesta in mid-1888. The impending attack of
other towns alarmed the Revolutionary
government. Thus was the master plan of the
assassination hatched and carried out by the
revolutionary hierarchy, albeit treacherous,
bringing to a close the heyday of General
Pedroche by the massacre at the St. Michael
Convent in Camiling on a fateful day.”
That the assassination of “General” Pedro
Pedroche at the convent of Camiling has been a
given fact, planned by the Revolutionary High
Command, particularly, according to Loque, General
Makabbulos and the “cunning mind of Genral Antonio
Luna.” But different writers had made conflicting
accounts on much of the details prior to and during
the event. Loque (1990) avers that Pedroche camped
in San Bartolome in Mayantoc from where he
proceeded to Camiling and that it was Severo
Aveyro, a Major in the ranks of the Katipuneros who
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gave the signal to kill him and his cohorts, including
his wife after the Revolutioin (1990). Aviguetero
avered that Pedroche was camped in Calipayan,
marched to Camiling with the dirge-playing band
and was assaulted by General Makabulos, himself.
They placed the date during the American Regime.
Dizon and Cojuangco were agreed that it was
Tranquilin Pagarigan then municipal president who
killed Pedroche sometime in 1899.
Jose V. Pedroche whose father “Gorio”
(Gregorio), a subaltern and cousin-in-arm of the
“General” and marched to Camiling with him that
day, had this narration of the incident by his son,
Jose: This is the recollection of writer Pedroche of
his father’s narration:
“From his headquarters in Calipayan,
General Pedroche and his soldiers came out
marching, going to Camiling via Poblacion, Sta.
Ignacia, Tarlac. When the convey (sic) was in
barrio Twec, Camiling, Tarlac, my father who
was with the sic convey told me that General
Pedroche ordered the band of musicians to
play a burial music (conebre). When I asked
my father no apay adaydi General Pedroche
nagpatogtog ti kunebre idinto nga awan met ti
natay wenno (bankay) nga iponpon idiay
Camposanto, he said, “I don’t know, but I heard
your uncle shout, konebre ti togtogenyo. And
the band played conebre up to the Camiling
Comnvento, my father said to us children
listening to his story.
“Idi napagkita kami idiay simbaan,” my
father continued,, “naibilin kadakami a soldado
daydi ulitemo Heneral, idipositome amin a
palpaltogmi idiay Convento ket inek-an dacami
pay ti sagli-lima a pesos a ‘pag-good time’ mi
cadagiti gargarreta idiay Camiling…..igatang
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mi kano ti kayat me nga inomen nga arak…ket
rimmuar kamin a soldado daydi uliteyo ket
ima-ima camin nag pas-siar. Daydi Heneral
Pedroche ken ti asawana ti nabati idiay
Convento.
General Makabulos and his staff and the
servers of the lunch and General Pedroche and
his wife were inside the Convent. The guests,
the two Generals with their wives were royally
served at lunch time. When they were eating
at the drop of a spoon which was the “go-signal”
sign, the servers unsheathed their daggers and
stabbed General Pedroche.
“Idi agi-inom kami idiay garreta,” my
father told me,” naipadamag kadakami a
binagconda
daydi
ulitegyo
a
Heneral….pinatayda isu a dacami a soldadona
nagtataray kami a napan idiay Convento. Ngem
dikamin nakastrek ta impaser-rada met
kadakami dagiti pinanawan mi palpalotog mi
ket gapu ta ima-ima kami, awan ti naaramid.
Het siguro ti naeked-deng nga ipapatana daydi
ulitegyo a Heneral,” intoloy daydi tatangco.”
STA IGNACIA KATIPUNEROS
The “General Pedroche” Episode had
overshadowed almost all events of the revolution in
Sta. Ignacia. For one thing, it had interrupted the
peace of the community, driving some of the people
to other safer places up north depleting the
population of the town. Clemente and Caliboso
attributed the Pedroche incident to the exodus of
the inhabitants to some places like Camiling, and
farther up north. This was top have profound effect
on the status of the town in the years ahead.
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Meanwhile, as the Revolution raged on, there
were some patriots in Sta. Ignacia who actually took
part in the movement. Among then was the late
Pedro Guerero. Wiry and short in stature but
commanding in personality and voice, he looked
invincible on horseback in his raya dillo. He was to
become one of the founders of the revived town,
and many contemporary residents remember him.
Other members as gathered from Dr. Dizon’s roster
were: Alfredo Pascasio, Federico Javier, Guillermo
Nicolas,Alejo Soriano,Cecilio Bernabe whoi held
ranks in the organization.
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PHILIPPINE-AMERICAN WAR

Sta. Ignacia though seemingly remote from urban
centers got ripples from provincial, national and even
international events. When the American-Spanish
war broke out in Cuba in the late 1890’s, General
Aguinaldo was in exile in Hongkong. Admiral Dewey
was also in Hongkong and was instructed to proceed
to Manila to engage the Spanish fleet. General
Aguinaldo used part of the Pact-of-Biac-Na-Bato
proceeds to buy arms to continue the Revolution. In
his absence General Francisco Makabulos, with the
help of Bishop Gregorio Aglipay 95 was able to get
part (P14,000) of the remaining P200,000 balance
of the Pact of Biac-na-Bato money. He continued
resistance in Tarlac, enlisted other provinces for
the cause and put up his own Constitutional
Government. He organized the so- called Lomboy
Assembly, to secure recognition of the country as
an independent state from America. But when
Aguinaldo returned, he dissolved his government
in deference to his commander.
While the Filipinos thought that the
Americans came as friends to help them in their
fight against Spain, the Americans had other
designs. In truth, they came to colonize the
Philippines for geopolitical reasons. A rising power,
America wanted a foothold in Asia. By reason of its
location, the Philippine Islands stretching astride
the whole of Asia, was a prize. After the Treaty of
Paris in which Spain ceded the Philippines to
America for $20 million, then President McKinley
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was said to have spent nights pacing his office back
and forth as to how to justify before the world,
America’s occupation of the country. A face-saving
idea struck him, coming up with the euphemistic
policy of “Benevolent Assimilation.”
But before America could impose its rule, the
freedom loving Filipinos put up a fight, hence, the
Philippine-American War. It was a long-drawn-out
war in which America paid thousands of lives. One
undying scar of that war has been the Balangiga
massacre in which
the American soldiers
massacred everybody in sight in the island to
revenge the killing of the soldiers assigned in that
outpost. The soldiers took as booty of war the two
church bells they found, and are still in the
possession of America today. Two are in Myoming,
U.S.A. and the third in a U.S. Army Contingent in
Korea. Negotiations are still going on for the return
of the bells in the forthcoming visit of President
Obama to the Philippines, it could be one of the
issues foisted upon him.
In that war, Sta. Ignacia figured as a onetime headquarters of General Makabulos before he
established it in Tangadan, Mayantoc. It was from
Santa Ignacia where he, then in the company of
General Antonio Luna, sent his message to the
Central Government on November 16, 1899.
If General Francisco Makabulos and General
Antonio Luna seemed so remote and legendary in
history books to contemporary students and readers,
the two had set foot in blood and flesh98 in Santa
Ignacia. General Makabulos was in Santa Ignacia
before he established his headquarters in Tangadan,
Mayantoc. General Luna, on the other hand had
fought a 7-day battle against the Americans from
Mamonit to Pitombayog, in Mayantoc. He was later
assassinated in Cabanatuan, Nueva Ecija,
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purportedly on orders of General Aguinaldo. Andres
Bonifacio was also killed in Mount Buntis in Cavite
under the command of Aguinaldo. That is why some
historians say that the Revolution devoured its own
sons.
The resistance in Tarlac ceased when
General Makabulos surrendered from his
headquarters in Tangadan, Mayantoc to, of all
American officers, General Douglas McArthur, on
June 15, 1800. Finally, the capture of General
Aguenaldo by General Funstun on March 23, 1901,
in Palanan, Isabela, marked the fall of the First
Philippine Republic.
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THE AMERICAN REGIME

Since Santa Ignacia became a town in 1875 for the
first time, it had remained so through the troubled
years of the Philippine Revolution of 1896 and
through the Philippine-American War, from 1889 to
1901. But even while the American forces were
doing their mopping up operation, President Wiliam
McKinley proclaimed his “Benevolent Assimilation”
policy before the U.S. Congress in 1899. Thus as
history lurched on, the First Philippine Commission
was organized on January 20, 1899, as a
manifestation of McKinley’s policy headed by Jacob
G. Shurman, then President of Cornell University.
Its mission was to investigate conditions in the Island
and to determine the kind of government to be
established in lieu of the military rule. This was
followed by the Second Philippine Commission
headed by William Howard Taft on March 16, 1900
to work on the transfer of the military to the civilian
government. Subsequently came the “Instruction to
the Taft Commission written by Secretary of War,
Elihu Root of April 17, 1900, in line with the
Benevolent Policy. The change of the military
government to Civil Government was finally approved
on March 2, 1901 by the Spooner Amendment.
The inauguration of the American Civil
Government was done in Manila on July 1, 1901. It
is noteworthy to mention that there already existed
a democratic government in Tarlac headed by the
short-lived President Francisco Makabulos during
the interim.
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Under the Taft Commision, Santa Ignacia
continued as a town. But the earlier revolutionary
town officials were not retained. An election was
conducted under the supervision of the Taft
Commission through Viva Voce among the prominent
leaders of the time. Don Isidoro Alviar was voted
president with Don Simon Hilario Vice President.
They were supposed to serve for three years from
1901-1903.
After the turn-over of the Philippines by Spain
to America by virtue of the Treaty of Paris in 1902,
there were 17 towns in the province of Tarlac, Sta.
Ignacia being one of them. But after the end of
Governor Ramo’s term as provincial governor, there
was a major stipulation of the Bill of 1902, that
called for the consolidation of the townships in the
country for economic and security purposes The
legislation reverted 8 small towns to barrios, Santa
Ignacia among them, integrated with Camiling. The
others were. La Paz to Concepcion and Tarlac,
Gerona to Paniqui, O’Donnell to Capas, Moriones to
Tarlac, Murcia to Concepcion, Anao to Paniqui, and
San Clemente to Camiling.
The population of Santa Ignacia at the time
was depleted, not enough to warrant its status as a
town. During the troubled days of the revolution,
many residents of the town moved north with their
relatives for security purposes and had not returned.
As conditions normalized and peace and stability
were secured, many of those who left returned. The
people began to enjoy better harvests, their live
stocks increased, and there was prosperity. But
despite the burgeoning economic growth of the town,
Santa Ignacia remained as a barrio of Camiling for
the next eleven years, 1903-to1914, when it became
a township for the second time.
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EXECUTIVE ORDER 105, - S.I. TOWNSHIP
Under the leadership of Don Isidoro Alviar,
and other town lsaders to whom credit is richly
heaped were other dons: Silvestre Lacuin, Eulogio
Madraga, Santiago Aviguetero, Pedro Guerero,
Tiburcio Cube, Alipio Pascasio, Juan Clemente,
Eugenio Guzman, Jose Valdez, Jose Balanay, and
others. They submitted a Resolution to the Municipal
Council of Camiling, citing reasons for Santa
Ignacia’s townhood. Don Diego Reyes endorsed the
Resolution to the Provincial Board headed by the
late Governor Gregorio Romulo. With the
concurrence of the Provincial Engineer and the
Provincial Board, the Resolution was approved,
Whereupon, Governor General Francis B. Harrison
issued Executive Order 105,101 making Santa Ignacia
a town effective January 1, 1914. (See Appendix)
Not INCIDENTALLY, but HISTORICALLY THE
100 FOUNDING YEAR the CENTENNIAL YEAR of
Sta. Ignacia was observed on JANUARY 1, 2014 by
the town and proclaimed CENTENNIAL YEAR.
TH

There was much rejoicing among the
townspeople. An election for the town officials
followed. In a Viva Voce election, Don Isidoro Alviar
was elected president and Don Eulogio Madriaga
was elected Vice president. Jose Cabugsa was
appointed Secretary, Leon Balanay as Chief of
Police, and Claudio Torres as Treasurer. They served
from 1914 to 1916. All of them served equally well.
When World War II broke out in 1918 the people of
Santa Ignacia gave their share in the war effort of
the United States under President Woodrow Wilson.
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THE CALAMITIES
But normal conditions were disturbed by
calamities that visited them from time to time. The
recurring locust infestation struck them causing
untold destruction on the standing crops like rice
corn sugar cane. Locusts attack anything green like
bananas, coconuts, bamboos, and the like, depriving
the people of food. So they used their old technique
to get rid of them. The flu epidemic hit them too,
causing many deaths and suffering for lack of
medicine and doctors. But in spite of all those
adversities, they survived and slowly regained their
vigor as a community.
Through the fortitude and leadership of the
town official, the founding fathers of thereborn town
made plans for the community. Aviguetero cited their
building a town hall (presidencia) within the present
compound in front of the existing town hall. Streets
were constructed following the grid pattern. A 2hectare plaza facing the municipal compound
lengthwise was set aside while another as wide
school site athwart the south side of the plaza along
the highway was also secured. In 1897, the Gabaldon
Law was passed by the First Philipine Assembly.
Through its implementation, the Gabaldon Building
was constructed in the school site in 1908, a tworoom concrete school house. The building had been
used over the years until a few years back. It still
stands today, needing some renovation. Plans are
afoot by concientious citizens like members ofthe
Santa Ignacia Historical Society and the Cultural
Group to have it renovated into a town museum.
In 1911, the Aglipayan Church in the town
was founded by Father Victor Garcia and later was
taken over by Father Perigrino Santiago, marking
the beginning of Aglipayanism in Santa Ignacia. Its
original membership had been drawn from the local
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residents, some of whom have kept their creed to
this day.
But the Aglipayan Church has not remained
intact. It was to be wracked by a schism resulting
in a break-up and departure from the Aglipayan
Creed. One is now the Philippine Catholic Church
and the other is the Independent Church of Filipino
Christians. The first occupies the old church, while
the second, founded by the, Bishop Liwliwa B.
Enrado, has its own site and church not far from
the other.
TARLAC-CAMILING ROAD
In 1910, during the incumbency of Governor
Gregorio Romula the Camiling-Tarlac road was
constructed. It took some years to make it
operational, while giving the local people
employment. Its completion sometime in the late
20’s greatly made travel easier and increased the
volume of trade in the area. Many remember it as a
gravel road which employed
people called
“camineros” Spanish term for street cleaners. They
used red trouser uniforms and could easily be
distinguished. The road had stone baskets every
kilometer, a stretch of enclosed embankment of
about five meters long and about a meter wide and
half a meter high on which gravel was deposited by
delivery trucks from time to time. In those days,
the slingshot (pal-si-it) was popular among children
and even adults, and frequented the baskets for
the “bala” stone volleys.
The camineros were equipped with wheel
borrows to carry the stones where needed, and a
wide, (about two feet) bamboo bristled brooms meant
to push rather than to to bring in the stones. A real
dirt and gravel road, buses passing by would stir up
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clouds of dust in their wake covering the floors of
houses nearby.
The steady progress of the town from 1914
onward has been attributed to the diligence and
creativity of the different leaderships. The zoning
plan of the town site was begun. A market place
was created, etc.
THE THOMASITES
Right from the start, that is, upon the
establishment of the American Regime in the
Philippihes, America immediately propagated the
English language. Although the American soldiers
were not trained as teachers, they were called upon
to teach in the schools. Certainly, there were
awkward, anxious and humorous situations when
the burly American soldier would talk to his class
of youngsters in a language strange to them. Not
familiar with the methods of teaching, we could only
imagine how the soldiers begun. If he brought his
gun with him, he may have begun by pointing to his
gun, “This is a gun. All of you say, gun”, Nobody
understood and responded. He picks out a pupil,
exhibits the gun and utters,” gun” and it must have
been picked up from there…
Somehow, the soldiers managed the schools
until the Thomasistes arrived. The Thomasites were
trained American teachers who were shipped to the
country by the United States Army Transport (USAT),
hence their being called Thomasites. Dedicated and
devoted teachers they were. Many were sent to
teach in the countryside while served to train
Filipinos as teachers. They put up teacher-training
schools like the Philippine Normal College, now the
Philippine Normal University, and the Bayambag
Normal School in Pangasinan. For immediate want
of teachers, Grade 7 graduates were recruited to
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teach. Many Santa Ignacians thus became teachers
who later pursued the course in Bayambag or in
the PNC Philippine Normal School, now Philippine
Normal University.
Among them were the Lacuin siblings, family
members of the Cubes, Miguels, Antonios others.
Later, some Santa Ignacians like Hermigildo Cube
and Casimiro Cruz, Sr, pursued their teaching
careers and later became Division Supervisor and
District Supervisor, respectively. They were the most
prominent Sta. Ignacia educators of their time. They
served as shining beckons and inspirations for other
educators to come. And they did not fail. Somewhere
in time, down the line, some sons and daughters of
Santa Ignacia rose to the occasion and made a name
for the good old home town in this field.
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MAYOR ALVIAR

The progressive developments of Santa Ignacia have
been inexorable. It was further enhanced during
the term as municipal President Don Bonifacio
Alviar and his Vice Mayor, Don Juan Gabay from
1930-1934. The Rizal Monument 115 was built
designed and constructed by Servillano Pablo, It is
located near the center of the plaza facing east. It
is made of elevated concrete materials, Rizal in
human size standing with a book on his left hand
close to his breast, a head above the ground backing
a higher concrete pylon. The base is a five-meter
circle for two street ways, one bisecting the plaza
crosswise, and the other from the highway through
to the auditorium a little way west of the monument.
(See Appendix-A, Account of Mrs. Dionisia
Domingo Santos on the Plaza)
The elected vice president with Mayor Alviar
was a dynamic leader, Juan Gabay and most of his
councilors were farmers. For some reasons Mayor
Alviar’s administration was wracked with intrigues
and petty jealosies which merited the visit of then
Governor General Theodore Roosevelt. The problem
was ironed out and for a keepsake, Mayor Alviar
had a picture taken with the Governor General
which he had kept for posterity.
MAYOR ISIDORO BALANAY
In the 1935-37 election, Don Isidoro Balanay
and Don Bernabe Gabay won as president and vice
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president, respectively. The council was composed
of younger and more dynamic leaders. A product of
the UP College of Agriculture, and later with a stint
st the Munoz School, Mayor Balanay led the people
in the planting of new and novel crops/plants like
cassava (kamoteng kahoy) and the then unheard
of avocado and star apple “caimito” trees,. To induce
the people to plant, the fruits of these trees were
equated with so many eggs or glasses of milk.
Agriculture was at high premium and
production rose phenomenally. It was during his
term when Halloween was observed with pomp and
flair. He got barrio rondallas and the people to spend
their vigils in the cemetery the whole night through.
The following day, All Souls Day, the people by
practice would go and stay in the cemetery with
their offerings, and got a priest, (Aglipayan) to say
mass for their dead for a fee. That was an innovation
which the people in later years hankered for.
About that time the construction of roads went
on gradually. Some of the barrios were still not
connected to the polacion or the highway. One such
road was the Nambalan-Pilpila road. When the
construction began, many people from different
towns in need of work went to Nambalan. The
(capataz) foreman was from Moncada town, Segundo
Gascon with a live-in in Santa Ignacia. He got many
workers from that town. Gascon, who was earlier
connected with the Provincial Bureau of Public
Works, had helped many Santa Ignacians to get
permanent jobs as road maintenance workers or
Camineros. Other like projects such as the
Macaguing-Botbotones Road had to wait for many
more years.
While Sta. Ignacia was still a 4 th class
municipality, delivery of services was well attended
to within limits. Peace and order was well in the
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hands of experienced chiefs of police, Germinano
Cube and Epifamio Madriaga who alternated in the
post.
MAYOR ALVIAR AGAIN
In the 1938-1940 election, Don Bonifacio Alviar
and his Vice president won over re-electionist
Isidoro Balanay. An acknowledged builder, Don
Alviar continued the projects of his predecessor. He
started the construction of many barrio roads that
link them to the national highway and to the
poblacion. He also caused the construction of more
barrio schools. He improved the old market, and
caused the branding of large cattle. He also
intensified tax collection and improved the revenue
of the town. He was a natural leader who mixed
with his constituents in the farm, in the market
place, in the cockpits, everywhere.
MAYOR CRESENCIO C. LAOANG
In the election of 1940, Atty. Cresencio Laoang
won over Don Bonifacio Alviar. His term was supposed
to be from 1941 to 1943. His Vice Mayor was Felix
Valdez and their council was composed of able
officials like Lope Balanay, a veteran from the U. S,
Army, Segundo Miguel and Pedro Antonio both
retired teachers. The Chief of Police was Clemente
Santos, and the alternating secretaries were Eleazer
Gruspe and Federico Fajardo, Sr. The treasurer
was Mauro Yadao. Able as they were, they were not
oriented over the impending global crises, and were
unprepared to guide the people during the panicyears ushered in by World War II.
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THE SECOND WORLD WAR

Adolf Hitler, a man obsessed to rule the world,
inspired by the Philosophy of Frederick Nietzsche of
the supremacy of the Aryan race, had risen to power
in resurgent Germany. He whipped up a sense of
intense nationalism among the German people,
especially among the youth bent, on avenging
Germany’s humiliation to the Allies at Compiegne
Forest, France in First World War in 1918. While
the allies, France, Britain and the United States
were concerned with their domestic concerns, Hitler
was pouring German resources into war preparation:
fighter and bomber planes for its Luftwaffe, new
breed of tanks and canons, regimented panzer
divisions, U-Boats, etc.
Without a formal declaration of war, Hitler
invaded Poland in September 1939 killing thousands
of innocent civilians. This was to start the
internecine World War II. Forming the AXIS powers
with Japan and Italy, the three nations were well
prepared for world conquest. Using its Blitzkrieg
strategy, German forces made an easy sweep of
Europe. France, with its much vaunted Maginot
Line fell in just a few months, the Low Countries
and the Balkans fell domino-wise. England was
fortunate to have evacuated 350,000 allied troops
from Dunkirk to fight another day.
Across the English Channel, England was at
one time, the only allied nation standing up against
Germany. It suffered heavily from German bombing
by the Luftwaffe and later by the V-1’s and V-2’s,

History

of

Santa

Ignacia

63

the unpiloted missiles launched from French soil.
England’s shipping was early on, sitting ducks for
the German U-boats. That was when Prime Minister
Winston Churchill known to have uttered the
statement: “Never in the field of human has so much
been owed by many to so few.”
Directly, though, the United States was not
official at war but was not spared from the
aggression. Its shipping was picked on by the
German U-boat both in the high seas and even in
American waters. All the while, Japan was riding
high in the Asian Theatre. It was annexing
Manchuria and taking Shanghai in China. Its, “AsiaCo-Prosperity Sphere”61 Program was on the march.
American officialdom had been aware and
alarmed over all the belligerent moves of Japan and
made contingent preparations. The American
populace was not spared from the anxiety. This led
the famous song writer, Erving Berlin62 to compose
such patriotic songs as. “God Bless America,”
beginning with such gripping line as:
“As the storm clouds gather far across the sea let
us pledged allegiance to the land that’s free….”
And for the Philippines, so close to the brewing
trouble, he composed the song; “Heaven Watch the
Philippines,” being sung in public schools.
The song has a very paternal concern:
Heaven watch the Philippines
Keep her safe from harm
Guide her sons and their precious ones
In the cities and in the farms
Friendly with America
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Let her always be
Heaven watch the Philippines
And keep her forever free
And keep her forever free.
In the domestic scene, Congress passed the
Educational Act of 1940 63 The Act mandated the
teaching of the National Language and shortened
the intermediate curriculum from seven (7) to six
(6) years. The National Language was basically
Tagalog, the dialect widely spoken in the urban
areas of the country (and of course, by then
President Manuel L. Quezon 64. President Quezon
change the title of Municipal President to Municipal
Mayor, retaining the title of president only for the
national office He also promulgated the “Sixteen
Rules of Conduct” for the nation part of which went:
1. Have faith in the Divine Providence
that guides the destinies of men and nations,
2. Love your country for it is the home
of your people, the seat of your affection, the
source of your happiness and wellbeing. Its
defense is your primary duty. Be ready to
sacrifice and die for it if necessary.
3. Love and respect your parents. It is
your duty to serve them gratefully and well…”
This was circularized in the public schools
which was taught and memorized by all
students, public and private.
As the Filipinos, including Sta. Ignacian, and
13 others supported President Woodrow Wilson in
the first World War, they also were ready to support
America in its wars. There were Santa Ignacians
already in the service of the United States like the
late Guadaflor Gabay and Tomas Gica. Of vital import
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for the moment was the passage of the the National
Defense Act of the Commonwealth Regime. The Bill
stipulated that all able-bodied men aged 20 had to
undergo military training solely for national defense.
While the “Constitution renounces war as a national
policy,” its primary duty has been to protect and
preserve its national integrity.
Pursuant to the implementation of the Act,
the young men of the country, at age 20 rich and
poor or in whatever station in life, responded with
fervor. The training leveled the social world of them
all. They were trained to become hardy and
knowledgeable in the art of war. They were also
made to perform duties alien to some of them in
their homes such as cooking, dish washing, and
the like.
In the colleges and Universities, male
students were also required to undergo military
training as future officers under the ROTC Program,
(Reserve Officer Training Course) All of these men
(boys) were to be called to the defense of the country
shortly thereafter to fight in the beaches of Lingayen,
Atimonan, Manila, Bataan and Corrigidor, some
dying in action, others joining the Death March,
and still others becoming guerillas.
General Douglas McArthur was the Field
Marshall 65 of all all military forces. A legendary
warrior and strategist, he conceived the OPLAN
ORANGE 65, a series of fall-back defense system
from the north-Iloccos down to Lingayen and
Lingayen Gulf down to Bataan and Corrigidor in a
war with Japan which he foresaw was imminent.
He was aware of Japanese espionage activities like
that of a certain Captain Romero who sold sensitive
maps to the Japanese.
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CAMP NAMAGBAGAN
One part of the Oplan Orange was the
construction of Camp Nambalan, Field Artillery
Cantonement of the 21st Division, USAFFE66 under
General Capinpin, an immediate northern neighbor
of Camp Malatique in Tarlac. Work in the
construction begun in September 1941 covering an
area of a little more than a kilometer-square area
bisected by the national highway. The barracks were
made of bamboos roofed with nipa thatch. The work
went on frantically; workers from different towns
all over the province converged in the area. Due to
the urgency of the job, some workers were made to
do overtime. Sometime in early December, the camp
came into shape of rows upon rows of bamboo
barracks and some officers’ quarters. Even before
it was inaugurated in early December, the barracks
were already occupied by the soldiers, most of whom
were the young trainees, Lt. Ferdinand Marcos was
said to have been one of the officers assigned in the
camp.
On 8 December, while some American
instructors were training an artillery unit, (an eye
witness doing finishing work on a barracks) saw a
trainee fail to comply with the command – late in
timely pulling the lanyard, of the canon. - The
instructor cautioned him to be more alert, especially
in actual combat. Right then, there were roars of
airplanes high above the camp. The American
brought his binocular up from his breast and looked
up. I also looked up with him. The airplanes were so
high and appeared so tiny The American could not
identify them with his binocular and much less could
I. After noon break, I went home to my house not a
kilometer away south of the camp. While resting, I
heard machine gun shots high up and many people
were shouting outside. I went out and saw a man
parachuting.
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(See Appendix B for further personal account
of Dr. Virgilio L. Baratang)
The following day, news of the attack on Pearl
Harbor was broadcast in the radio. Clark and Nichols,
Baguio, etc., were also known to have been attacked.
News of Japanese landing in the Ilocos, in Atimonan
Quezon, spread, and the battle in the Lingayen Gulf
was raging on. Soldiers in Camp Nambalan were
moved up north, For lack of trucks, the military
commandeered all kinds of vehicles to transport
soldiers to the battlefront. Only a skeleton force
was left in Nambalan, while trucks after trucks of
soldiers from the south were moved up north.
Not long after, two or three weeks, trucks of
soldiers started moving south from the battleground.
It was learned that the Japanese had landed in
Lingayen and were moving south. It was rumored
that they were cruel, killed men and raped women
especially along the roads. The people panicked.
Those from the town left their homes in disorderly
fashion to their relatives in the barrios away from
the road. But when persistent news came that the
fighting was nearing as indicated by the nearing
booms of the war like the the frightening boom in
the dynamiting of the Bayating bridge, they went
farther away like in Calipayan, Santa Ines,
Timmaguab, Immoki, or in the fastnesses of
Botbotones and Caduldulaon, etc.
Students and Santa Ignacia resident in Manila
headed for home on foot, for several days, facing
many life-threatening hazards on the way. When
some of them reached Baldios tired and hungry,
they were bombed by a Japanese airplane. The boom
reverberated so loudly creating panic, fear and
confusion. Fortunately, the bomb missed the crowd,
but people in nearby evacuation areas moved much,
much farther away.
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Wherever the evacuees chose to stay, they
constructed makeshift dwellings out of local
materials which were easy to secure. Some families
lived in community style. People lived like exiles,
leaving most of their belongings in their homes. For
a long while they feared to go back to town. When
the supplies they brought with them like soap,
medicines, tobacco, etc., ran out, they had to
improvise or miss them entirely. They survived with
what was available in their places of evacuation.
Soon, about the month of March or May, after
4-6 months of evacuation life, news filtered from
some merchants who went around to sell vegetables,
that the Japanese were already in Tarlac and that
they were telling the people to return to their
homes. At first, they were reluctant but later on
did.
Somehow, the people of Santa Ignacia
managed to get through the hardships of the
evacuation years, returned to their homes, and faced
the Japanese occupation. At the time, there were
Filipino and American stragglers from the war.
Some managed to escape from the Death March,
while others may have been lost from their
commands. These were to form the nucleus of the
Guerila warfare during the Japanese Regime. An
army officer, Capt. Adriano Valdez USAFF, one of
the high ranking officer- stragglers in 1942 got in
touch with other stragglers. This started the
Guerilla Movement which spread to become the
Guerilla Resistance Movement against the
Japanese. This included the former President Ramon
Magsaysay who was known to have operated in the
area, in whose honor the Masaysay Dam in
Nambalan (Saweng), Mayantoc was named.
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THE JAPANESE REGIME

When the evacuees returned to their homes they
were no longer officials of the town. Mayor Laoang
left his office on January 9, 1941 and had no plans
to return to duty. But he was advised by Captain
Valdez to report to his office from time to time for
the sake of the people. He was assured that the
defeat of the US forces was a temporary setback
and that America would return to beat the Japanese.
The Guerilla Movement 67 thus spread in Santa
Ignacia. The command was divided into two, The
Eastern Command was under Lt. Catalino Modomo
with headquarters in Botbotones where he had
relatives, and Western Command under Lt. Apolonio
Aviguetero with headquarters in Pau, the residence
of the former US Army Veteran, Emeterio Martin.
Both were under the command of Capt. Henrichson
with headquarters somewhere in Tarlac.
By that time, the Japanese were consolidating
their command. They put up a headquarters at the
Santa Ignacia Central School in support of the
Kempetai headquarters in Camiling. They imposed
the bowing by all people to them which made many
to avoid going to town. There were instances when
people who did not bow got spanking. Classes with
Japanese curriculum, like the teaching of the Hira
Gana and Katakana and Japanese songs were
offered. Some students attended those classes and
could probably still sing some of the songs they
learned. Many people could only recall some of the
words such as “arigato,” thank you, “tomodatchi,”
friend “sayonara,” goodbye, etc.
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MAYOR BIENVENITO GABAY
Sometime in 1942, Atty. Simon Santos and
company from Tarlac, helped the Japanese in the
restoration of normalcy in Santa Ignacia. He called
a conference of prominent citizens of the town for a
conference. A few citizens attended the conference
under the old mango tree in front of the municipal
hall. With the help of an interpreter, the Japanese
officer, after extolling the power of the Japanese
army, as shown in the defeat of the USAFFE in
Bataan and Corigidor, would like to have a head of
the town. In that conference, teacher Beinvenido
Gabay68, a cousin of Mayor Laoang; was appointed
mayor effective March 1, 1942. With some mental
reservation, he accepted the job.
Gabay had ample credentials for the job.
Besides being a high school teacher proficient in
English, he was a son of a former Mayor, Teodoro
Gabay, (1926-1928), honest, he had the intention of
running a good government. His short-coming was,
although humble, he was prone to over-enthusiasm
in the performance of his duties. For this, he was
misunderstood. He lived simply, hated gambling and
other forms of idleness, urged the farmers for more
production and the like. All the while, there were
still USAFFE stragglers and advised them to lie low
until the Americans would return. He used to see
the Japanese contingent assigned in Santa at the
Gabaldon building. Some were assigned in the
barrios like Nambalan.
Because the Bayating Bridge was dynamited
during the USAFFE retreat towards the south, he
was asked to get workers to make a temporary byway
a little distance down the bridge. He did comply.
For this and his perceived closeness and fraternizing
with Japs, he was given warning. Then on the night
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of August 22, 1942, a dark night just after the rain,
a small group of unknown armed men invited him
for a conference somewhere. He obliged, leaving
his wife and children. His brother-in-law, Isidoro
Lorenzo, husband of a sister, trusting that his
presence would somehow give some sense of
protection against any harm on his brother-in-law
went along. The men brought them down from their
house, followed the road from the town to Nambalan
then went east to Pilpila. On the first grassy hilltop beyond the Sapang Dalag River, ironically owned
supposedly the armed men beat the two to death. It
was reported that past that midnight, a farmer who
lived nearby heard cries, shrieks and moans. When
the two did not return to their families that night, a
search party was formed to look for them. Their
mutilated bodies were found on the wooded hilltop,
and were brought back to town.
The killing of Mayor Gabay left a vacuum in
the local administration there being no appointed
vice mayor. At that time, the only duly constituted
official of the town was acting Municipal Treasurer
Jose V. Pedroche 69 . Despite all the risks of
performing his job at the time, he stuck to it. He
was a courageous, dedicated and intelligent
subaltern. Though only with merely a second year
high school education, he had a rich and wide
experiential background. He was also a writer. He
wrote novelettes and human interest articles and
published them in the vernacular premiers,
Bannawag and Sarita. He even contributed short
English articles to the defunct Philippines Free
Press.
The killing of mayor Gabay did not deter
Pedroche from sticking to his job. Like a good soldier,
he betook unto himself the task of running the affairs
of the town. He assumed the role of mayor from
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August 23 to September 9, 1942, a period of 18 days.
On September 10, he was relieved by ex-mayor
Cresencio Laoang whose term of office in1941 was
cut short by World War II. Mayor Laoang served until
June 15, 1944. He helped in the release of Santa
Ignacia people who were detained by the Japanese
for allegedly being guerillas. Ultimately he himself
was detained by the Kempetai inTarlac allegedly
for the same offense and suffered in the hands of
the Japanese. He was later released and his term
expired on June 15, 1944. Forthwith, he joined the
guerillas operating in Santa Ignacia.
MAYOR ALVIAR AGAIN
Again, there was a need for a mayor to replace
Mayor Laoang. Former Mayor Bonifacio Alviar was
asked to take over on June 16, 1944, the twilight
year of the President Jose P. Laurel’s Republic. At
the time, young Filipino boys were being recruited
as part of the Japanese armed forces as soldiers or
constabulary. Some young men responded to the
recruitment and served as constabulary during the
Japanese Regime.
NAMAGBAGAN 11
After the Japanese had consolidated their
victory, Camp Namabagan remained intact. Not a
soul dared take anything from it. The word drubo
(thief) was a feared imputation by the Japanese.
The barracks where the soldiers stayed for a month
or so, had been covered by overgrowths of grass,
and thick sprouts of trees. After the previous rainy
year, it became a habitat of many frogs. People from
around like the Poblacion. Nambalan and from other
places went to the place frogging. This was by the
“ban-ni-it,” a widely used technique of catching frogs.
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They were alert all the time to the roar of truck
which was almost always meant Japanese.
But sometime in 1943, the Japanese
Command from the top allowed the people to get
materials from the barracks for their houses. Thus
began the “bagbag” of the houses. At first, though,
people were still afraid, but as the barracks got
demolished one by one, more people went to get
their “share” of the materials. At that time, a woman
from Tarlac came around buying nails, bringing her
weighing scale. This also hastened the demolition
of the barracks even by those who did not need the
materials like lumber, bamboos and nipa. So, in just
a short time, the place became Namagbagan for the
second time.
THE JAPANESE PREPARATIONS
At the time, the Japanese Imperial Forces
were beset with the Leap-Frog Strategy of the
American Expeditionary Forces. They fought fierce
but losing battles in the Marianas Islands,
Guadalcanal, Palau, closing in to the Philippines.
In those desperate stages of the war, Japan was
preparing for the inevitable: the invasion of the
Phlippines preparatory for the invasion of the
Japanese mainland. Japan had counted on its
airforce as a major component of its defense. Hence,
while the battles in the Pacific Islands were raging
on, it was developing a big airfield in Mabalacat,
Pampanga. The construction required hundreds of
able-bodied men from all towns in the different
nearby provinces to work for a number of days
without pay. The workers had to bring their food
and sleepmg materials for at least a week. The
workers had to brave the heat of the summer sun
and sleep in the open.
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The Japanese were in a hurry to finish the
Mabalacat airfield 70 as the American forces were
closing in. The airfield was to become the training
ground for the “special Japanese pilots”, known as
the Kamakase. The Kamakase attack-planes
wrought heavy havoc on American ships and lives.
A Kamikase attack was using the Japanese airplane
loaded with high explosives as a guided bomb on
American ships. The pilot explodes to smithereens
with the airplane. When a pilot mounts his plane,
his colleagues wave him good bye because he was
flying to his death.
During that time, too, the Japanese Imperial
army launched a mass buying of horses for war use.
They used the wartime Japanese notes to pay the
horses. The Japs printed the notes in bond paper
right where they were buying the horses leaving
the seller to do the cutting of the notes. Genuine
Philippine money were hidden and kept, giving truth
to the economics truism that “bad money drives away
good money.” In a way of saying, the cost of rice had
its equivalent in its volume in Japanese notes.
The news of the General Douglas McArthur’s
landing in Leyte spread fast and wide. In short
order, American carrier-borne warplanes attacked
several Japanese army installations and camps in
Luzon. Emboldened the guerilla movement under
Capt. Albert Hendrickson (US Army) resistance
leader intensified its harassment of the Japanese
in western Tarlac. This made the operation of the
known Japanese collaborator in Camiling by the
name of Ito Abad,71 more vicious. He was known to
have caused the arrest and execution of of several
persons in Santa Ignacia.
Sometime near the end of the war, Ito
escorted Japanese soldiers to arrest a suspected
guerilla, Regino Rosete in Nambalan. Rosete, who
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was among men in the store of the late Flaviano
Cube, was recognized by Ito and stopped the truck.
The Japs jumped down with fixed bayonets, but
Rosete ran as fast as he could and knowing his
terrain, he evaded arrest. All the men in the store
scampered away. But Ito got hold of the barrio police,
Minis Bacallo, and commanded him to bring all the
men back which he did. He was also ordered to get
the Teniente del Barrio and his assistant right then
and there but they were not there. Ito and the
Japanese brought the five men to the Kempetai
headquarters, at the Camiling Central School. The
next day, the Teniente del Barrio, Pablo Estaban
and his Vice Teniente, Juan Natividad surrendered.
They were subjected to severe punishment, their
bodies turning purple all over and were also brought
to the Camiling Kempetain headquarters.
The five who were taken earlier had to stay
in the Jap headquarters for over a month. They said,
they were made to perform housekeeping tasks. .
According to them they heard moans from the other
rooms every night. They said they also heard gun
shots in the plaza every night. Those gun shots were
executions which Camiling people knew very well.
This intensified operation of the guerillas
enraged the Japanese all the more and made more
and more arrests. They employed the Zona system
in which all the people, in a suspected guerilla den
would be made to come out of their houses, leave
them to stay under the sun and in the open the
whole night through. If any suspect was caught in
the zone, he was subjected to water boarding, as
earlier described, drown the suspect by pouring
water over his face until he would pass out, then
revive him. That was to make the poor fellow confess.
When in some instances, a suspect would
confess and tell on his companion, he was made to
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accompany the Japanese to arrest his companions.
In cases like these, the fellow was likely liquidated
by the guerillas first before he could affect the arrest
of other guerillas.
Meanwhile, LT. Aviguetero and LT Modomo
continued to operate in their respective areas. Their
operations had come to the attention of the Kempatai
in Camiling through the intelligence work of General
McArthur in Baler, Quezon. USAFFE, Captain Luis
Quindiagan 72 (alias Bon Cruz) got a tip from the
Headquarters of Gen. McArthur in Baler, Quezon,
that the Kempetai in Camiling would raid Sta.
Ignacia to capture the two guerilla officers. They
were highly wanted in the Japanese order of battle,
dead or alive. Mayor Alviar, warned the two through
his policeman Alipio Bruno to flee. They did,
otherwise, they would have been captured, and
considering the dire exigencies of the time, they
would have been executed. They would have met
the same fate as others who were executed by the
Kempetai in Camiling .The two, were meant for
greater achievements in their lives, owed ex-Mayor
Bonifacio Alviar everlasting gratitude.
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THE RETURN OF MCARTHUR

The McArthur landing in Leyte in October 1944
marked the beginning of the end of the Japanese
occupation in the Philippines. The General made
good his word “I shall return.” Almost every day
there on, squadrons of American planes dominated
the skies. The roar of the American planes were
distinguishable which brought people out to watch
them It was so thrilling and reassuring to watch
them flying in formation. Knowledgeable people
everywhere, including those in Santa Ignacia, could
identify and name the airplanes It was almost a
routine that as the squadrons head south, there
followed the deep booms indicating the attack on
Japanese installations.
As the squadron flew over the area, hardly
any Japanese plane dared fly. The new American
fighter planes were far superior to their Zeros. But
sometime in October or November 1944, three
Japanese Zero’s 73 were caught in the air by the
American P-48,’s the swift double-bodied fighter
planes. A one-sided dogfight ensued. Without firing
a shot, the Japanese tried to escape but were
pursued with burst of machine gun fire. Two of the
Japanese places were hit and caught fire, diving
with trailing smoke. One dove headlong half buried
in Pogo-Cecilio and the other crashed somethere in
Santa Ines. The third dove down to the level of the
trees and escaped.
Thereon, the Japanese suffered defeat after
defeat. The Americans forces that landed up north
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in the Ilocos and Lingayen Gulf moved south with
their modern weapons of war passing through Santa
Ignacia, like the big Sherman tanks, the amphibian
tanks that could ford rivers and travel over rough
terrain like rice fields, the McArthur jeeps the
Weapons Carrier the 6 x 6 (Six by Six) trucks.
These kinds of trucks were later used as public
transportation after the war.
Marching on foot were the infantry that
bivouacked in several places in Santa Ignacia. They
put up a command post along the road in
Namagbagan. The wide open commanding terrain
of Namagbagan has always had significant military
use. Many people from Santa Ignacia went to the
camped American soldiers. They easily befriended
them. The soldiers were friendly especially to the
young girls. They gave out the long-missed candies
chocolate, cigarettes, and the like. Some of the
soldiers asked some of their visitors to write letters
to their children or families back in the US, which
they sent via special mail as a way to relieve them
of anxiety over the father-soldier’s condition.
THE JAP STRAGGLERS
The guerillas were soon integrated with the
USAFFE, some joining the war still going in some
war zones like Sante Fe where General Yamashita
was holed up. In the early stages of the war, General
Yamashita74 was known as the “Tiger of Malaya,”
having conquered and ruled Malaya with iron hand.
After he was driven out of Malaya, he landed in
Luzon to command the Japanese forces. In the
battle of Sante Fe, he was borrowing in the mountain
sides of the Cordilleras. For this, he earned the
“contrast name” as the “The Gopher of Luzon”. A
gopher is a ground-borrowing rat-like animal. As
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the Japanese lost the war in the lowland, many
Japanese soldiers got lost from their command. They
were known as the stragglers. They went in company
of tens, threes or two’s. They were a pitiful lot. They
were hounded not only by the guerillas, but also by
the people especially those who had some scores to
settle. There was the story of a young boy whose
father was killed by the Japanese and made to shoot
a captured Japanese soldier to avenge his father’s
death.
Several Japanese stragglers were killed in
Santa Ignacia. Many have eye-witness accounts on
such incidents.
In Nambalan there was a lone straggler
who was hounded by civilians. Some people
spotted him emerge somewhere from the
woods of Mariang Kurad, and went into the
open towards Pilpila. People begun to gather
and followed him. The Jap had a hand grenade
which he at first tried to throw at them.
Obviously old and expired, it was a dud, lucky
for the innocent people.
Soon, more and more people including
children gathered hounding him until he
reached the first bridge, and went to the open
field south of the bridge. No one among the
crowd had the courage to confront him, until
a certain Moises arrived. Moises was a normal
person but was prone to show-off with a little
prodding. When called to confront the Jap, he
unsheathed his bolo, approached the unarmed
Jap and got him by the stomach. The Jap’s
intestines burst out, succumbed and Moises
finished him with several strokes of his bolo,
blood sputtering all about…. It was a gruesome
incident, more fiction than real. It is said to
have given some of the witnesses, trauma and
nightmares.
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There had been similar incidents in almost
all barrios of Sta. Ignacia– San Francisco, San
Vicente, Vargas, Timmaguab, and others. Such is
the painful irony of war when the aggressor turns
the vanquished.
Early on, one of the problems met by the
advancing Americans in their drive to the south were
the dynamited bridges during the war. It hampered
mobility, One such bridge was that of the Bayating
River. The U.S. Army Construction Corps (CONCUR)
where some Filipinos were employed rebuilt the
Bayating River bridge and the Beneg (Bonog)
bridge.75 The Beneg Bridge was straightened from
its long-winding condition. But it was not until it
became a scene of tragedy. While still in the process
of construction, the construction Engineer failed to
put up a warning/danger sign that it was not yet
usable. Hence, a 6x6 army truck driver with some
soldier passengers drove straight through, flying
from the steep banks into the river bed. There were
known to be fatalities and wounded.
MAYOR ALVIAR
While all these episodes were unfolding, the
tandem of Mayor Alviar and his Vice mayor, Sulpicio
Antonio, a religious leader, kept manning the civilian
front. Their staff consisted of Bruno Cerezo as
Secretary who relieved Germiniano Cube,
Anticipating their major role in the unfolding 1946
Independence Day Celebration,76 they focused their
attention and energies on local development. More
roads were constructed and repaired, farmers were
urged to increase production of crops like rice, corn
as well as live stocks.
The war over, many people from Central
Luzon like Pangasinan, Pampanga, and other towns
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of Tarlac came looking for their missing soldiersons whose names were not found in the Prisoners
of War (POW) or casualties during and after the
Death March. The Death March was the herding of
tens of thousands of the Filipino and American
soldier- surrenderees from Bataan to Camp
O’Donnell in Capas, Tarlac, during the hot month of
April 1942. Many were sick and hungry during the
long march and quite a number succumbed along
the way. It was reported that if a soldier would
falter, would fall, or would try to escape from the
line, the Japanese would bayonet him then and
there. Close buddy-hood both among and between
the Filipino and American soldiers was said to have
sprung up by lifting up a falling buddy to prevent
him from being bayoneted.
Some soldiers were known to have lost or
separated from their units during the war from the
north to Bataan and Corrigidor. Some were known
to have escaped from from Bataan or had escaped
from the Japanese during the Death March. There
were some who were found in Santa Ignacia being
nursed back to health by Samaritan families and
got reunited with their own families. But such
soldiers from far-away places like Mindanao, the
Visayas, ands the Bicol Region did not care going
back home. Many got married with local lasses and
founded their own families. So in Santa Ignacia
there are families of Visayan, Bicolano etc., origins.
Meanwhile, although limited by the scarcity
of resources, Mayor Alviar continued the
construction and repair of more roads, and the
putting up of schools in the barrios. While his
administration was focusing on local development,
a great turn of events was going on April 4, 194477
in Europe. In the Western Theatre of War: Germany
surrendered. The whole allied world, Santa Ignacia
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as well, received the news with jubilation. But
Germany’s surrender did not end World War II. The
United States and the Allied Forces in the Far East
(USAFFE) still had to face a determined and
formidable enemy, the Imperial Japanese forces.
This was shown by their tenacity in war like in the
bloody battles of Guadalcanal, the capture of Mount
Suribachi, etc., the Japanese tradition of Banzai
Attack (Suicide attack) and their use of the
Kamikase, (Divine Wind) All these known attributes
of the Japanese forces gave way to the prediction
that the impending invasion of the Japanese
mainland would be very costly.
It was estimated that to conquer Japan
frontally would take about a million American
casualties. America had been recruiting soldiers
for the big push, some from Santa Ignacia responded
to the call. They were assigned in the different
services of the military like the Infantry, the
Construction Corps, etc. The-Engineering (CONCUR)
did the construction of barracks, airfields, bridges,
etc. They were assigned in Guam or Okinawa, and
the closer bases to Japan for the final push. The
timetable for the invasion was prepared by the US
Military High Command under Douglas McArthur
in Manila and the clock was ticking for the fatal
date.
THE ATOMIC BOMB
But somewhere in an American war
laboratory, scientists including some recruited from
the ranks of those captured from the German War
Laboratory in France early on, led by top American
scientists had developed a diabolical bomb. It
materialized from the tremendous power generated
by atomic fission78 which was converted into a war
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head. It was tested and developed in some
underground scientific American Lab in New Mexico
called the “Manhattan Project”, meant to hasten
the end of the war. The ethics of it was, would it be
used or not. After weighing everything, President
Harry S. Truman who replaced the late President
Franklin D. Roosevelt upon the latter’s death on
April 12, 1945, gave the go-signal for its use. So, on
August 4, 1945, from the base in Okinawa, an
American B-29, piloted by Col. Tibitts dropped the
bomb in Hiroshima. The devastation was horrible,
killing tens of thousands of people, incinerating the
whole city, and wounding thousands others. It was
hoped that that bomb would make Japan sue for
peace. But Emperor Hirohito was still defiant. Two
days after on August 6, a plutonium bomb, more
destructive than the first was dropped on the City
of Nagasaki. That made Tokyo fall to its knees. On
August 14, 1945, General Doublas McArthur meted
the surrender terms to the Japanese aboard the
Battleship Missouri.79
The surrender of Japan was a day of great
rejoicing. The torturous thought of bringing the war
to the Japanese mainland was avoided, In
celebration, the American G.I.’s gave away candies,
cigarettes, chocolates, caps, oh, just anything to
express their joy. There was a festive atmosphere
everywhere. Boys, girls, adults, children came out
of their homes to celebrate. The mood was universal;
the legendary General Douglas McArthur who was
then in Manila was known to have kissed on the
lips the nearest girl to him.
Among the terms in the surrender was that,
Japan had to pay for the damages of the war. Thus
was created the War Damage Commission80. Japan
had to pay every individual Filipino for any of his
losses during the war. Teachers were made to
prepare the war damage claims. The late teacher
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Alipio Antonio figured very well in the process. He
was at the time the property custodian of the Santa
Ignacia Central School and had control of the
application forms. He distributed some to other
teachers, but he got the lion’s share, and made a
killing on the war damage claims. All citizens were
asked to put up a claim of loss or damage during
the Japanese Regime to be paid by the Japanese
government. The teachers interviewed the claimants
and prepared the claim forms. Some of the teachers
were known to have included their (personal) claims
in the claims of the clients and demanded the
amounts when the checks arrived. The War Damage
Claims had helped the Filipinos a lot in recovering
from the war.
To the people of Santa Ignacia, especially in
Namabalan, known to the Japanese Kempetai as a
hotbed of guerillas, it was a great sigh of relief. The
days when even just the roar of a truck would send
people scurrying for cover were over. More so at
night, it would send shivers in the spine,
eavesdropping as to whether the truck would stop
and where. They were traumatized by the sight of
the torture of some suspected guerillas by “water
boarding” and the arrest of so many people during
the Rosete incident. Pau, a sitio of Nambalan had
been a guerilla headquarters.
The war had left scars among all the people.
It had seriously ravaged the human dignity. The
atrocities committed on man by man had lowered
the value of life, of human rights. The urgent strife
for survival, for self preservation in the face of
deprivation like lack of food, and other basic
amenities had told on human values. Hatred and
revenge had bred in the human heart… and many
more.
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THE PCAU, MAYOR FELIX VALDEZ
Even as the rejoicing persisted, the realities
of community life had to be attended to. At the time,
there were no duly constituted officials running the
affairs of the town. In order to have a set of leaders
to coordinate with, the military (Americans) created
the (PCAU) 81 Philippine Civil Affairs Unit was
created. Ex-president Felix Valdez was appointed
PCAU mayor and ex-mayor Bonifacio Alviar as his
vice mayor to serve from February 4, to April 14,
1945. Strict screening was done in the selection of
PCAU officers to preclude the inclusion of Japanese
collaborators. There were six councilors appointed
with them and teacher Jose Milla as Secretary and
ex-Philippine Scout Tomas Gica as Chief of Police.
With the aid of the Americans, the appointed officials
concentrated on the rehabilitation of the community
ravaged by the war. Mayor Valdez had paved the
way for the recovery of the community. This was to
become the template for long-drawn development of
the town.
On April 12, 1945, Mayor Alviar replaced Mayor
Felix Valdez as PCAU president based on the policy
of the rotation of PCAU executives. Mayor Alviar
was PCAU president up to December 31, 1945. Even
while General Yamashita was being holed up in
Santa Fe against the American forces, schools in
liberated areas like in Central Luzon had already
opened. Teachers returned to the schools, while
over-aged students flocked to the classrooms. There
was an oversupply of enrollees owing to the nonoperation of schools during the Japanese
Occupation, except some who attended the Hira
Gana and Kata Kana Japanese methods.
The late District Supervisor, Egmedio Zamora
and the late Principal Juan R. Laaong (alias Amang)
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employed more teachers and attended to needed
facilities. High school students had to go to the
Tarlac High, the only public high school in the
province at the time. Some also had to go to Camiling
where there were two high schools, the old Camiling
Secondary Institute, and the defunct Northwestern
High School.
MAYOR MARCELINO ROBINOS
On June 19, 1946, a new set of PCAU officials
took over. The ate Marceliano Robinos of San Vicente
was appointed mayor. Early on, the old man had
lost his bids for the position in past elections. His
vice mayor was Macario Rebolledo of Sta. Ines, and
eight councilors. Three were newcomers, (mavericks
according to Aviguetero) Olimpio Balanay Leon
Bermudez of Vargas. Juan Santiago of Timmaguab.
The rest were old hands in the government.
Federico Fajardo, Sr., and Eleazer Gruspe
were the alternating secretaries, while Florencio
Mateo was the Chief of Police. This set of local
officials was considered the best available men in
town to run the affairs of the government of the
upcoming Philippine Independent Republic. For in
just a few days from their assumption of office, July
4, 1946, Philippine Independence Day as provided
for in the Commonwealth Act of 1935, was to come.
It was a grand day for the nation after having been
under American rule for 45 years, 1901 to 1946.
Independence Day Rites were held all over
the Philippines. The occasion was done in a high
drama at the Luneta. In the early morning of July
4, High Commissioner Paul V. McNut lowered the
American Flag while the late President Manuel
Roxas raised the Philippine Flag82. That was followed
by the band playing the Philippine National Anthem
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alone. Its lyrics was still the English version (Land
of the Morning). Many old-timers could probably
remember the lyrics (See Appendix).
In Santa Ignacia, the Independence Day was
observed with a fitting program. There was the
simultaneous raising of the Philippine Flag and the
lowering of the American Flag. School children sang
the Philippine National Anthem alone, too. After the
program, Mayor Robinos and his council tackled the
urgent problems of their day.

20

Chapter

THE COMMUNITY SCENE

Education at the time was given a big impetus. The
Department of Education came up with a policy
allowing the opening of private secondary schools83
in municipalities where ever feasible. This was
meant to raise the level of education of the nation
from mere elementary to secondary level. At the
time, only the capital and more affluent towns like
Tarlac, Tarlac, Moncada and Camiling were capable
of running secondary schools.
The policy set off a competition among dynamic
and enterprising citizens to get into the education
enterprise. In Santa Ignacia, the late Atty. Gregorio
J. Fernando, fresh from a Philippine government
taxation stint in the United States got the support
of his late father, Telesforo Fernando, then a longtime expatriate in the United States for the venture.
A lawyer, he was well versed in the requisites of
the entire process and came up with the Santa
Ignacia High School. He did it all by himself and
his immediate family members. On the other hand,
there was the group of the late Don Segundo Miguel
with quite a number of incorporators putting up the
Santa Ignacia Academy, as adjunct of the Camiling
Colleges. Both high schools got their approval.
The two schools opened at the same time,
offering classes for all grade levels. Enrollment in
their first year of operation was scanty, but in
succeeding years it begun to sell. Even the elderly
who had earned elementary education, and even
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some who did not reach intermediate level, were
said to have enrolled. Admission was quite loose.
Nonetheless, student motivation was high and
academic performance was up to par.
The opening of the two high schools came as
a relief to parents who, otherwise had to send their
children to other towns or never at all. At last,
high school education for Sta. Ignacia children had
come to their doorsteps. Mayor Alviar, noted as
builder, busied himself with community development
like the construction of more roads, schools, etc.,
within the limits of the meager revenue of the town.
His term as PCAU mayor ended on December 31,
1947.
The first election for mayor after the war,
was a three-cornered fight among former chief police
Germiniano Cube, Eleazer Gruspe and former
guerilla officer, Roque Apostol. Apostol won over his
more affluent rivals by capitalizing on his exploits
as a guerilla officer. He was featured as a guerilla
officer in the “Yank Mgazine”84 a U.S Army publication
as one who helped immensely during the mopping
up operation against the the Japanese. A brother
was killed by envious people after his release from
the concentration camp in O’Donnell. The war still
fresh in the memory of the people, hero-worship
was nigh. Though without a party, Apostol won
handily. His Vice Mayor, Olimpio Balanay belonged
to another party. His chief of police was Florencio
Mateo and his Secretary alternated among three
people, Aniceto Lolarga, Ernesto Madriaga and
Catalino Modomo.
Ernesto Madriaga a several generation down
the bloodline of the first settler of the town, the
great grandfather Pedro Madriaga, rose from the
ranks of firemen to retire as a general, the only
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one to reach that rank from Santa Ignacia. Modomo
on the other hand served as mayor of the town with
the longest term including two re-elections and
during the Martial Law Regime of Marcos.
Although having just had a high school
education, but then in a position of influence Mayor
Apostol tried to organize the Confederation of
Veterans. He invited the other guerilla organizations
of other towns and held an assembly in the town
plaza. For some reasons the organization did not
thrive mainly for lack of logistics. Nevertheless, it
sparked the organization of guerilla units in the
town with complete tables of organizations such as
Colonels, Majors, Captains, Lieutenants, and down
the line.
They were meant to be submitted for
recognition in America. Some were legitimate but
others were not. At any rate, membership in such
organization with just the certification of a
recognized army officer, was considered by the Civil
Service Commission as a 3-point plus for promotional
purposes. It is said that some Santa Ignacians had
availed of the benefit by even those who were too
young to be guerillas during the war and attained
high government ranks.
In furtherance of the development of the town,
the Aviguetero brothers, Sebastian and Apolonio, the
latter becoming an Assistant Superintendent of
schools and Reserve Colonel in the Philippine Army
in later years, got into electricity venture. They had
been operating and were in the process of getting a
franchise from the Securities and Exchange
Comission but discontinued it for some reasons.
Later, they came up with the Kiskisan business
which proliferated in Sta Ignacia and Camiling. Ihe
business also petered out.
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EDUCATIONAL FERMENT
At the time, educational field in Sta. Ignacia
was in ferment. The late Jose L. Milla was appointed
president of the Tarlac College of Agriculture while
Apolonio Avigetero, then a District Supervisor was
promoted Assistant Schools Superintendent assigned
in Pampanga. Three young administrators, Paterno
G. Antonio, Emiliano F. Dacayanan, and Virgilio L
Baratang were in a friendly competition for
advancement in their career. They paced each other
in their educational pursuits. Baratang obtained his
Masters degrees at the Osias Colleges, the first ever
to finish the degree in that college. Dacayanan
obtained his Masters degree at the University of
the Philippines, and the Antonio couple, Paterno and
Remedio followed suit also at the State University
in Diliman, Quezon City.
At about that time, a new public Schools
District Supervisor, Esteban Asprec was assigned
in Sta. Ignacia. He was known for his good diction
and versatility in the English language. He replaced
a rather strict and often despotic supervisor, Eusebio
Perez. At first Supervisor Asprec was doing very well
having been known to have good connections in the
higher reaches of the (BPS) Bureau of Public Schools.
The BPS was still more popular as the top echelon
of the school system. The Department of Education
was still being organized. In time, Asprec developed
outside linkages like then with the influential
Germeniano Cube, a father-in-law of one of school
heads, Catalino Gamurot.
Likely emboldened by his connections, he was
known to be fleecing new and substitute teachers.
This became a common knowledge of school
administrators and the community. This author, then
president of the Santa Ignacia Public Schools
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Teachers Association was pressured to do something
to curb the supervisor’s practice. He diplomatically
approached the supervisor about it but the latter
denied categorically, even daring the other to get
witnesses. Of course, no substitute nor a new
teacher would dare testify. Hence, the problem
persisted and decried by the community. A meeting
was arranged where Principal Paterno G. Antonio,
Head teachers Virgilio L. Baratang, Jesus R. Lacuin,
and Romeo M, Miguel as well as Major Disio Cardona
and some local folks attended. They planned to
hold a rally against the district supervisor.
The rally was timed with a district meeting
headed by then district supervisor Asprec. The
rallyists entered the north gate of the Central
School, all of them holding placards with printed
messages like: CASHPREC, BANKING, and the like.
The leader Major Cardona was holding a batteryoperated mike attacking the alleged practice of the
supervisor. Then, one by one, they called the
president Emiliano F. Daayanan first where he
reiterated the allegations, then the vice President,
Vigrilio L. Batatang and Jesus R. Lacuin, who both
talked but not in a direct way. The teachers’ rally
became widely known and even reached the office
of the Department Secretary, then O.D. Onofre
Dizon Corpuz 85. Corpuz, then a newly appointed
Education Secretary was known to have remarked,
“Why in Tarlac?
At first the rally was well taken. Those who
rallied thought they had done a noble deed. For
some time, there were no anomalies heard of. But
the district supervisor was just biding his time to
even up the score. The association president then a
Principal I, Dacayanan was a candidate for Principal
II. Sometime during the school year 1968, the
principal left his school, Botbotones Elementary
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School and went to the Division Office to submit his
papers for promotion. In Tarlac, he met Supervisor
Asprec, and one, then retiring principal, Juan
Estaben. In high spirits, he dined in a restaurant
with the two of them, getting the tab. But Asprec,
after lunch, went to the principal’s school and noted
the latter’s absence. When Dacayanan submitted
his Daily Time Record and marked himself present
on the date he was in the division office, Asprec
filed an administrative case against him:
“Dishonesty through falsification of public
documents.”
Thus begun the Calvary of Dacayanan86. When
the case was filed with the office of the Division
Superintendent, Eulogio de Guzman, Dacayanan
tried to reason out his absence. But his pleas fell
on de Guzman’s deaf ears 87. Early on he berated
Dacayanan over his favorable article on then
Governor Ninoy Aquino. De Guzman was in league
with Aquino’s rival, Senator Jose J. Roy, over the
political hegemony in Tarlac. The Superintendent
gave due course to the complaint and forwarded it
to Manila.
Night after night, the problem dogged the
accused and his wife, the late Eufemia Balanay
Dacayanan. In those trying days, she was his solace
and comfort. Once, when he encountered the late
Germiniano Cube, a close associate of Asprec, he
made things worse for him. He said rather jokingly;
“Tat-ta, ma-iccat can” Now you will be dismissed.”
This was what Asprec had been telling him. And
that was what many others believed. It was only
then Fr. Elpidio Caliboso who gave him good counsel.
By that time, he was finishing his Masters
Degree at the University of the Philippines. That
summer, he stayed with his late mother-in-law,
Flaviana Santillan Balanay who had an apartment
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in Manila. All summer long, in 1969, he stayed in
the city and defended his Master’s Thesis at the
University of the Philippines. In high spirits, he went
to a friend in the BPS (Bureau of Public Schools)
Atty. Francisco Valdez from Pura, Tarlac, who was
then Legal Officer of the Bureau. He asked him
about the circumstances of the case which he
detailed to him. Atty. Valdez told him to write an
explanatory letter justifying his being in the division
office as an official business on the day in point
which he did. Atty. Valdez looked for the case files
and prepared a favorable recommendation for its
dismissal. He brought the recommendation to the
legal officer of the Department who also endorsed
it to Secretary Corpuz— Secretary Corpuz approved
it.
Next, Atty. Valdez looked for the
recommendation papers for promotion which was
earlier forwarded to the Bureau and the
Department. He found it, forwarded it for signature
to the office of the Secretary who approved it.
That same day in May 1969, Dacayanan was
absolved of the case and got his promotion as
Principal II. Summed up with his finishing his
Masters Degree that summer was a moment to
cherish and remember. When he arrived in Santa
Ignacia, he had it published in the newspaper which
then Superintendent Eulogio de Guzman resented.
He still harbored some bad feelings against him
which waned in the course of their association.
In all humility, Dacayanan showed the
decision of the dismissal of the case and his
promotion papers to District Supervisor Asprec. The
supervisor expressed surprise. He commented
“Kadale naman!” how soon. Cases like those usually
took more time. At any rate, he got promoted as
School District Supervisor soon after. As a peer, he
still gave his due respect to him.
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After he won his case and got his promotion
sunshine came again. Their pacing continued.
Virgilio learned that Paterno enrolled in the
doctorate degree at the Centro Eschoolar University
in Manila. Virigilio followed suit. Dacayanan was
falling behind being burdened by sending his
children to college in Manila. Somehow, he was able
to wangle scholarships at the University of the
Philippines, first, a Summer UP-PPSTA 1976-77.
That summer, a 2-year competitive scholarship for
School Administrators was opened for the entire
country in which he took part and got one of the five
slots.
SANTA IGNACIA RAIDED
Under Mayor Apostol the town was calm,
peaceful. Mayor Apostol lived contentedly in his
home in San Francisco. At the time, the Hukbalahap
Movement was at its height. A Councilor and a
Pampangueno, Gonzalo Regala, was heard to have
said that he was a member of the Hukbalahap
Movement (Hukbo Ng Bayan, Laban sa Hapon). On
the night of January 11, 88 a band of armed men
entered Santa Ignacia and, ransacked the municipal
building. After getting everything they wanted,
including the contents of the safe of the treasurer,
they burned the building down. They also plundered
tailor shops, grocery stores, etc. They fired their
guns of different calibers scaring the people. The
police force, meant to protect the town was nowhere
to be found, hence no resistance was offered.
The identity of the attackers was not known
but they were heard to be shouting the password,
“Viernes.” Some days later, a typewriter assumed
to have been taken by the raiders was found in barrio
Calipayan. A report came out the following day from
people in Lasip that, that
night after the firing,
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going west, some on

The next day, January 12, Army/PC
representatives came to Santa Ignacia to
investigate. They were furious why there was no
resistance from the police. Mayor Apostol was invited
to Camp Makabulos for investigation. The loot of the
raiders included the salaries of teachers. At the
time, teachers received their salaries from the
municipal treasurer. Regala, known to have link
with the Huks had not done anything to stop the
raid.
Since the municipal building was burned
down, Apostol was forced to put up a temporary
building to house his government. Some like the
Industrial Arts buildings in the school compound
were borrowed or rented. Apostol no longer ran for
reelection, having little time to make up for the
infamous raid.
In the 1952-55 election, ex-mayor Alviar beat
his two opponents, Florencio Molina and Catalino
Modomo. His vice mayor was again Gonzalo Regala.
Regala was widely known to have learned to write
his name from a teacher friend. At any rate, he
was a convincing speaker who can gather people on
just any corner and regale them with his spin. Many
believed that given a modicum of schooling he could
have become a strong asset. With him in the Council
were two teachers, Luis Santos and Jesus Cruz.
Hermogenes Taroc resigned and was replaced by
Nicasio Corpuz, The others were Anacleto Lomibao,
inspector of the Pantranco, Emilio Cataina and
Segndo Miguel. The secretary was Rodolfo Bermudez,
a young, intelligent and articulate young man. The
Chief of Police was Clemente Bravo. Altogether they
made up a strong team. Mayor Alviar pursued his
development programs he started during the PCAU
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years and during his past administration. He
intensified tax collection, improved the auditorium,
the kiosk, and launched a program of beautification.
He had more trees planted along the streets and
around the plaza.
Vice Mayor, Gonzalo Regala became an agent
of then Governor Arsenio Lugay, who at the time
was enamored with a lass from Santa Ignacia,
Felicidad Silverio. Regala was the convenient link
to the provincial government for the projects of the
town. This suited Mayor Alviar’s development plan
in giving his services as a parting gesture to his
town before he retired to his farm in Baldios.
MAYOR FLORENCIO MOLINA
In 1955-57, a new set of officials were elected.
Florencio Molina, a progressive farmer from San
Vicente was elected mayor, winning over Felix
Valdez. He worked hard to have the lateral canals
of the Camiling Irrigation System (CRIS) in Western
Santa Ignacia. These canals irrigated the farms of
San Vicente, Pipinas, Cabugbugan, Taguiporo,
Cabaruan and San Francisco. The construction of
the CRIS 89 took some years. It greatly increased
the production of the beneficiary barangays. Many
farmers were enabled to send their children to obtain
higher education, and got better employment
opportunities. Like his predecessors, Mayor Molina
further improved school buildings and roads.
During Mayor Molina’s term, there was a
clamor among teachers for the construction of a of
Teachers Monument. The site was to be a portion of
the plaza and Mayor Molina approved it In retrospect,
the inauguration of the monument was attended
by then BPS Director Vitaliano Bernardino who
happened to e in Tarlac. During the term of Mayor
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Catalino Modomo, the monument site was occupied
by the Children’s play ground.
The members of the Municipal Council
consisted of higher educated men like Atty.
Gregorio Fernando, Atty. Carlos Antonio Engr.
Felicisimo Galicia, a board top notcher, a lady
member, Escolista Gruspe, (Dona Tolis), Donato
Bermudez, Federico Santiago (Alias Camates), with
a wide red birth mark on the side of his face Candido
Pagarigan, and Mariano Romboa. Mayor Molina
appointed three rotating secretaries, Rodolfo
Bermudez, Segundo Miguel, and Bienvinido Pablo.
The Chief of Polive was Clemente Bravo.
Molina once owned wide farms in barangay
Pinpinas but he lost much of it during his
incumbency. Like the late Mayor Julio Clemente,
he gave more to the community than he received.
The two had been known to be models of honesty
and self-less service.
MAYOR JULIO CLEMENTE
In the succeeding election, 1957-1960 a
teacher, Julio Clemente ran for mayor. He won over
Atty. Confesor Doria and ex-mayor Alviar. His
winning mantra: was: “Please try a teacher”90 and
it clicked.Mild mannered, capable and honest, his
plea was heard and won the election. Voted with
him as vice mayor was Francsco Figueroa from the
other party. Clemente had a brilliant team of
councilors namely: Atty. Gregorio Fernando, Atty.
Carlos Antonio, Principal Teacher Alejandrino Roy,
ex-teacher Pedro Antonio, (Donia Tolis), Escolistica
Gruspe, and Alberto Salcedo. The secretary was
Clemente Rodrigo who came from the Presidential
Assistant on Community Development. Rafael
Masiglat was the Chief of Police.
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When Pedro Antonio died, former ex- vice
mayor Olimpio Balanay took over. Likewise, Anselo
Palasigue took over from Atty. Fernando who
accepted a job in Manila that kept him from staying
further in the job. Because the municipal coffers
were empty after the Molina term, Clemente took
time to accumulate revenues. He launched an
intensified tax collection campaign even in the
barrios and it paid off. When he had enough he begun
enclosing the municipal hall and the plaza with
hollow blocks. He followed up the boundary case
with Gerona on Padapada and won 91. He further
intensified the campaign for tax collection and got
good results. He was a development-oriented mayor.
He encouraged high production among farmers.
Under him, Santa Ignacia rose to 4 th class
municipality. Because of his achievement, he was
chosen among the most outstanding mayors of the
Philippines in Manila.
A former head teacher of Botbotones
Elementary School, he was familiar with the
condition of travel from Botbotones to the town.
Among all the barrios, Botbotones had the worst
situation. Between the barrio and the town is mostly
a wide expanse (about two kilometers) of open rice
fields, part of which is water-logged during the rainy
season. In the absence of a road, people took trails
going to and from town. Teachers from other towns
teaching in the school had to board week-long in
the place especially during the rainy season.
Through bayanihan people from Macaguing and
Botbotones made a long bridge of bamboos, a series
of pair of bamboos, connected with each other,
spanning the entire length of the water-logged
area92. The whole length was provided with railing
for the user. To use it, one hand had to hold the
railing all the time, because, it was often times
slippery. But that was not all. Going to and from
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Botbotones had been another hell of a muddy time.
This was especially in the early 60’s. The mud in
the un- graveled road could go as deep as the knees.
Teachers going to the school would arrive tired and
hungry. Mayor Clemente and succeeding mayors
were faced with the problem.
During Clemente’s term, the bad blood
between two Cube relatives, nephew and uncle, Atty.
Carlos Cube and his uncle, Timoteo Cube came to a
head. It erupted into a gun duel, Western Movie171
style. It is said to have been over an overdue debt.
The two argued over the matter in front of the market
place, and when it became heated, they both drew
their pistols, and did the due! Timoteo was armed
with a 45 caliber automatic pistol while Carlos had
a 22 caliber had gun. Both suffered gunshot but the
wounds inflicted by Timoteo’s gun were more
serious. Atty. Cube was brought to the Tarlac
provincial hospital but died soon after. Timoteo
survived and was charged with murder; was
convicted, served time in the penitentiary and died
soon thereafter.
Clemente, a highly regarded man had
habitually been used to the methods of teaching in
which “motivation” is an integral part. He carried
this over in his administration. Every time he saw
good work, he would give praise by the mantra, “Very
good.” In Santa Ignacia giving nic-names or aliases
is fashionable and the nick-name “Very Good,” had
stuck with the mayor. Indeed, in Santa ignacia,
many people are named after their personal
attributes like, bald (calbo) cross-eyed (pangkis or
23, derived from the Jueting) Tagbat, Buong,Tayyek, etc. If you are not familiar with these aliases,
you would not know who, (the identity) of one being
talked about is.
Clemente served as mayor without any trace
of greed, avarice or fraud. He gave his all to the
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service of the community. His popularity with higher
placed leaders in the government like the governor
and, congressmen, gave him the leverage in getting
support for the funding of his development projects.
After his term as mayor, Clemente returned to the
teaching service. But in the election of 1963, he
resigned again and challenged incumbent Modomo
but lost.
MAYOR CATALINO S. MODOMO
Catalino Modomo, a former Guerilla officer
and supported by the Cojuangco’s, particularly the
patriarch, Danding Cojuangco,94 won over Clemente
in the election of 1960-63. Modomo was to serve
from 1964-1967. A first termer, he was not well
versed in running the affairs of the town. He had
earned a college education and attended the School
for Reserve Commission. As a former guerilla
officer, he was widely known for his passion for
discipline, especially with the police force. Like all
others before him, he continued the campaign for
tax collection, the improvement of roads, school
buildings, and the like. These have been the
perennial problems of all administrations. But his
biggest problem was replacing the old municipal
building. With the increase in the number of the
municipal staff, a much wider space was imperative.
Having developed linkages with higher government
officials, he was able to get funding for the building.
The old building was thus demolished and replaced
with a much bigger one which could accommodate
all members of the Municipal staff. More advanced
in its design, the new building offered a more
aesthetic ambience to the compound.
The new mayor also planned to provide a
playground for children. He set aside a portion of
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the town plaza close to the highway facing the school
site, albeit, encroaching on the Teachers Monument
constructed during the term of ex-mayor Molina.
The playground had several facilities and attracted
children accompanied by their parents to the
grounds. A janitor paid by the municipality was
employed to maintain it.
Mayor Modomo was an organizer. He created
committees of teachers, councilors, professionals
and business men to help him in his administration.
Under him, Santa Ignacia remained peaceful. It
became an alien ground for no-gooders. A real
disciplinarian, he had the habit of jabbing the barrel
of his automatic pistol with some jolt, into the
stomach of any bad character brought to him, hence
his alias, “Dugsol.”95
He had a comprehensive development
program. Taking over from Mayor Clemente, he
continued the improvement of the MacaguingBotbotones-Cadulaoan roads. He picked up the
construction of the road from where it ended more
than a kilometer away from Botbotones which used
to be muddy and through to Caduldulaoan. A
Cadastral Survey of Sta. Ignacia was undertaken
during his term. The survey made determination of
local property boundaries. This had something to do
with preventing law suits arising from property
boundary problems. It also identified undocumented
pieces of land or so-called public land. A public land
identified in Padapada was transformed into a
subdivision in the mayor’s name. Somehow, this had
helped in the development of the locality.
THE MOVIE GANG-DRAMA
Sometime during Mayor Modomo’s terms, a
drama, ala gang-movie style, took place in Sta.
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Ignacia, particularly in Poblaion East. It was a cool
December morning when people in the Poblacion
East neighborhood were roused by continual firing.
Some uniformed men were chasing three boys96 with
smoking guns in the open field eastward. One of
the boys sought cover and fell behind a pilapil.
Another boy stopped raising both hands, indicate
surrender. All three were taken alive and were
handcuffed. They were brought to the house of then
Johnny Millado who turned out to be a cousin of
one of the boys. There they found a pretty girl crying
beside another boy.
It turned out that the group was a robbery
gang and was traced to the house of Millado where
his cousin, on the Balanay side, son of a former
mayor was one of the members. They operated in
Baguio, first robbing the house of Mayor Lardizabal
of Baguio, then in Dagupan City. From there they
came to lie low in Santa Ignacia. They spent time
almost every afternoon in the nearby store of the
late Treasurer Marcelino Bacnis. They were goodlooking people, young, well dressed and obviously
well-fed. The girl, particularly, though somewhat
heavy was pretty and with good height. They bought
the best snacks in the store had to offer indicating
they had money. They however kept to themselves,
not communicating nor socializing with others.
The gang was brought to court and all were
convicted. Janet was known to have had a stint in
the movie depicting her robbery exploits. The others
served time and were later paroled. A continuing
story has been over the loot. Were the accused able
to bring their loot with them? If not, who kept it?
Modomo was serving his third term when
Marcos declared Martial Law. A man of the
administration his term of office was virtually
extended. The period 1972 to 1986, was a duration
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of 14 years and his more than two terms added up
to 22 years. This was also, the length of his
association with the Cojunagco’s. This period had
done a long way in shaping the nature of politics in
Santa Ignacia.97 Eduardo Cojuangco, a billionaire,
a former governor, ambassador and philanthropist
had given his unstinted political support for the
Modomo’s. His support has gone to the family all
the way, to Mayor Catalino Modomo and to his son
Raynaldo, and down the line.

21

Chapter

MARTIAL LAW

President Marcos’ term of office was to end in the
ensuing election of 1972. Mrs. Imelda Marcos, was
widely known to be pitted against Senator Benigno
S. Aquino (Ninoy) who was seriously considered a
cinch to replace Marcos. The public approval of the
Marcos administration was at its lowest ebb. The
HUK strength had considerably grown and was said
to be threatening Manila. To make matters worse,
the inflation rate was very high, and the purchasing
power of the peso was greatly reduced. As a
consequence, people everywhere could hardly meet
their daily needs – food, primarily. This triggered
troubles: stealing, robberies, killings, etc. The
deplorable situation was aggravated by the longdrawn rains that lasted for the better part of two
months in 1972, the so-called La Nina.
There were floodings all over the country.
Most affected in Santa Ignacia were the Barangays
of San Vicente and the long valley that stretches
from Sta. Ines, Vargas, Baldios, Nambalan, Pilpila,
Botbotones Macaguing and the SACATA area. The
price of commodities, rice particularly rose
considerably. People everywhere suffered causing
robberies, and killings.
The opposition against the Marcos
administration led by the late Senator Benigno S.
Aquino intensified. It was learned that there were
suggestions for Marcos to declare Martial Law under
the circumstances. But deeply steeped in law,
Marcos was said to be reluctant to do so. But it has
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been said that in a conference with immediate
family members, including some of the Romualdez
men, his manhood was challenged: “Ano, bakla ka
ba?” So, finally convinced, he issued Presidential
Decree 1081,98 declaring the state of Martial Law
throughout the Archipelago. By the stroke of his
pen he perpetuated himself in power, and denied.
Ninoy the chance for the presidency.
It is said that the immediate trigger of the
Martial Law was the “hoax ambuscade” staged by
then Defense Secretary Juan Ponce Enrile on
himself in collusion with Marcos… This conjures up
a dialogue in Ilocano between Enrile and Marcos.
The dialogue: (Marcos to Johnny,
“Johnny, I declara con ti Martial Law, Casano
ti aramiden ta?” “I am declaring Martial Law,
how do we justify it?” Enrile to Marcos: - “Bayam Ferdi, siac ti maca ammo.” “Don’t worry,
Ferdi, I’ll take care of it” Marcos to Enrile –
“Casano ngarud ti pamay-am/ ta” “How shall
we do it?” The result was the hoax ambuscade
contrived by Enrile.
Marcos thus proclaimed Presidential Decree
P.D. 1081 and it took effect immediately. The army
at once made arrests throughout the country,
singling out members of the opposition foremost of
whom was Ninoy Aquino. Among the others were
the journalist critics of Marcos like Maximo Soliven,
a co- Ilocano of Marcos. Marcos made daily broad
casts about the creation of the “New Society”.
Arrests 99 were also made in Santa Ignacia.
Ferdan B. Dacayanan, known for his opposition to
the Marcos regime, allegedly on the information
given by then Judge Cresencio Laoang to the
arresting officers was arrested. Then a young college
student leader in Manila, he was on vacation and
with close friends drinking in town, one of whom
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was Noel C. Antonio. Antonio kept his stance as an
oppositionist and was later appointed mayor of the
town after the 1986 Revolution. Ferdan was retained
in the municipal jail. His father had to get him out
of jail. That very day, Governor Eliodoro Castro of
Paniqui came to Sta. Ignacia to confer with Mayor
Modomo. Through him, he worked out the release
of the young detainee. In Paniqui, relatives of Ferdan
like the Santillans, Obcenas, Domingos, and
Tiangsings were among the influential constituents
of the Governor.
The declaration of Martial Law, some forty
years after the Philippine Independence, and over
all the years of the 11 years (1935-1946) of the
Commonwealth, had inured the Filipinos to live
under the realm of freedom. Suddenly, by Marcos’
stroke of his pen, he took that freedom away. It was
a dark day for the nation. Many patriotic youths
dressed in black as a sign of mourning while the
song “Ang Bayan Ko” was solemnly sang in programs,
or at every opportunity. Many people had sinking
feelings when Marcos broadcasted the inception of
the “New Society,” a departure from the kind of
democratic society they had known and lived by over
the years.
In support of the new dispensation, Mayor
Modomo continued with his development program.
Infrastructure projects were undertaken like the
construction of a medical clinic and new Police Post.
The doctors, nurses, midwives, in the employ of the
town attended to their duties religiously. School
children were given supplementary food called the
nutria buns which made them healthier.
Businesses, transportation, etc. had better days.
The Martial Law Regime was gaining approval
due to the improving living conditions of the people.
Focused on his job of improving the nation, Marcos
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undertook an evaluation of the performance of all
employees of the entire bureaucracy. Those found
to be slackening or engaged in corruption were
dubbed as ‘undesirables” and were purged. Some
people in Santa Ignacia holding high positions were
dismissed due to alleged corruption imputed on
them. The Dictator also launched a drastic drive
against drug trafficking which was already rampant
at the time. To demonstrate his earnest drive against
drug trafficking, he ordered the execution by firing
squad of a Chinese trafficker,100 Lim Seng for all to
know and see.
The Martial Law administration undertook
massive infrastructure projects, one of which was
the Nam Kuang Road project from Tarlac, Tarlac to
the Pangasinan towns. The project was a source of
employment including people from Santa Ignacia. It
took the company several months to complete it. It
(is) a very high grade construction meant to last
which is still in good condition today.
During the Martial Law years there was a
perennial night curfew. That was meant to prevent
the occurrence of trouble, especially from those who
were against the Regime. President Marcos
dissolved the Congress and ruled the nation by
Presidential Decrees. It began with P.D. 1081, the
Decree Creating the Martial Law Regime.
THE CHANGES
In line with, P.D. 1081, many changes were
instituted. In 1976 the nomenclature of offices was
changed. The Municipal Council was changed to
Sangguniang Bayan, the town Councilors to
Municipal Kagawad; the old barrio was changed to
Barangay. Barangay is a term derived from the
name of the boats that the Datus from the Majapajit
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and Shri Vishayan Empires who came to settle in
the Philippines centuries ago. The youths were
involved in the affairs of the barangays and were
called Samahang Kabataan. The old title, Teniente
del Barrio was changed to Barangay Captain and
the seven (7) positions created under the Capitan
were called Barangay Kagawad. The Association of
Barangay Captains was organized called the ABC/
League of Barangay Captains who, like the Municipal
SK chairman sits with Sanggunian Bayan. This was
meant to gather and utilize the varied talents for
development purposes.
In short order, Marcos issued P.D. 27,101 and
the Land Reform Program. Land reform had been a
crying need by most Filipinos. Most of the lands in
the country were owned by the gentry, a throwback
to the incomiendas of the Spaniards which later
turned into haciendas of the hacienderos. While
the rich were wallowing in wealth, the Filipino
landless, were living in dire poverty. Tenant-landlord
relationship had always been at odds, the tenant
being always at the losing end of any kind of deal.
P.D. 27 meant to liberate the farmers from the depth
of their centuries-old enslavement. It provided that
land owners could retain only seven hectares while
the rest would be subjected to the terms of the
Decree. The Decree had been implemented to a
large extent. Some like in the thousand-hectare
Hacienda Luisitais owned by President Aquino’s
family is still being implemented. The rationale
behind the decree has been to distribute land
ownership in the nation equitably.
Among other innovations was P.D. 13,102 the
Green Revolution Program which included tree
planting along the highway. In Santa Ignacia, extant
traces of the program are the overgrowing acacia
trees along the road in Vargas and Santa Ines. The
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trees give shade, but they become hazards during
strong winds and typhoons. Branches or entire trees
fall blocking the road. There was also the Green
Revolution Program which stressed the planting of
vegetables. This had somehow uplifted the economic
conditions of the people. They raised vegetable
products both for the market and for their own
consumption.
The Green Revolution was launched as a
contest nationwide among farmers. This was where
Santa Ignacia was placed on the map. The late
Cresanto Mariano of Botbotones won the top national
prize103. Mariano had an acre-wide fishpond located
on a bit of high ground that teemed with fish. Just
below are hectares of rice fields good for early
maturing rice varieties. After harvest, he planted
the area by hectares to high value crops such as
bell pepper, unions, and the like, irrigated by the
fishpond. . He also had an orchard of different kinds
of fruit trees, like siniguelas, mangoes, etc. In sum,
he converted his more or less seven hectares into a
farmer’s paradise. He was thus adjudged national
winner with a prize of P150,000 and a free
agricultural trip to Israel. In that trip, he was
accompanied by the late Mayor Modomo and some
local and provincial officials.
All ways and means were resorted to to
improve living conditions under the Martial Law
Regime. But life dragged on under difficult times.
When the inflation rate was high reducing the
buying power of the peso, the salaried people like
the teachers and municipal employees felt the pinch
all the more. They had to look somewhere else to
augment their salaries. The government allowed
them to engage in what was called, the104 Sariling
Sikap. The government employees including
teachers were allowed to bring articles to their work
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places to sell like candies, fruits, dry goods, or
anything that could be sold for cash. It was not
unusual to see teachers and other employees
carrying bags of articles for sale.
In the local scene Mayor Modomo attended to
the perennial concerns of the community like repair
and constructions of roads such as the farm-tomarket roads, repair and construction of schools
etc. One significant change made was the barter of
a municipal rice field in Cadaanan (Pugo Cecilio)
for a cemetery lot with the Doria family in 1975187.
The three old cemeteries were already crowded
with tombs. Other developments were the putting
up of the General Francisco Makabulos Monument105
in front of the municipal hall. General Makabulos
was the foremost hero of Tarlac during the
Revolution, and in the US.-American War.
Social organizations 106 of different kinds
proliferated at the time. There were the Jaycees,
Lions Clubs, the Veterans Federation, the Cursillo
movement, and others. In the religious field,
different churches came up one after the other like
the INC, Baptists, Evangelists, Pentecostals, Latter
Day Saints, Cruzado, Filipino Catholic Church,
Independent Church Filipino Catholics, The Seventh
Day Adventists and the Jehovah’s Witnesses. The
old Aglipayan Church which was founded in 1911,
broke up into two as the Independent Church of
Filipino Catholics and Independent Church of Filipino
Christians. The first still occupies the old building
while the second has its own church close by.
There were many other developments like the
growing use of birth control. This was meant to
control the rampant cases of abortions perpetrated
by quacks that often caused death. Birth control
methods were taught like the use of condoms, the
calendar schedules, or rhythm method, tubal
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ligation for women, vasectomy for men, withdrawal,
etc.
In the educational field, Filipino education
was basically elementary level. Most parents sent
their children only up to Grade 6 which had been
available in the barangays. The cost of providing their
children high school education was prohibitive having
to send them to towns with high schools like the
Tarlac High School or the two high schools in
Camiling. A visionary old educator, Dr. Pedro Orata
of Pangasinan conceived of a novel means of
extending secondary education to communities: He
proposed the creation of the Community High School,
with a novel way of supporting it by the community
itself.
The project was implemented on a trial basis
and encountered a rocky start. The main problem
was the funding. But the experiment went on with
high motivation and volunteerism from the
community. It was created under R.A. 6054 in 1969.
Notwithstanding the difficulties, the project was
implemented. Sometime in the early 1970’s during
the incumbency of then Public Schools District
Supervisor Paterno O. Antonio, and Mrs. Esperanza
Capultos, of the North and South Districts
respectively, the DECS issued a policy for the
creation of barangay high schools wherever feasible.
Thus came into being the Barangay High Schools of
Padapada, Vargas, Santa Ines, Nambalan, Pilpila,
Caanamungan, and San Francisco. These were
created one after the other. There were more
created in Santa Ignacia than in Camiling. The high
schools had been a boon to the barangays all along.
It was also during the term of Mayor Catalino
Modomo when Camp Fidela as scouting site became
popular. Santa Ignacia hosted series of Provincial
Scout Jamborettes in the site, a memorable one of
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which was in 1975. Camp Fidela is a woody site of
tall acacia and chaparrals bounded by the skirting
Bayating River to the west. It is just about half a
kilometer from the town proper. It has a wide flat
area for the headquarters, and the rest are rolling
terrain dotted with shady trees, very ideal for
camping. Today much of the area has been leveled
and many of the trees had been bulldozed over in
an aborted plan to convert it into a Memorial Park.
It is owned by Mrs. Fidela Guzman which is named
after her.
The 2013 Tarlac Provincial Jamaborete
participated in by over a thousand Boy and Girl scouts
was acknowledged as the biggest ever delegation of
Scouting in Tarlac. It was attended by high Provincial
Scouting Commisioners and local people. Provincial
Jamborettes provide business opportunities to local
business people.
There were no serious elections during the
Martial Law Regime. Many local officials ran
unopposed. In the March 1980 election, Mayor
Catalino Modomo was re-elected and Atty. Atty.
Rodolfo Apostol was elected vice mayor. The
Saggunian members were: Johnny Millado, Apolonio
Aviguetero, Felisa Enrado, Adolfo Aviguetero, and
Pablo Vito Cruz. Adolfo Aviguetero joined his wife in
South Carolina while Vito Cruz died in an accident.
The two were replaced by Rudy Tangonan and Eddie
Modomo. Kagawad Aurelio Rombaoa represented the
ABC, while Jesus Espiritu represented the SB. In
time, Kag. Apolonio Aviguetero was extended an
indefinite leave to attend an American Legion
Conention in Honolulu, Hawaii. His leave was
extended by his visit to his son in Caifornia. At any
rate, he returned and reinstated, submitting his
report.
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All along, Mayor Modomo made several
improvements 107 in the plaza. He had the plaza
fenced and rebuilt the auditorium. He had it,
enclosed and built two stages facing each other,
north and south across the 30-40 meter diameter
of the auditorium. During the palay-drying season
the plaza floor has been used as a palay-drying
ground by farmers even from the nearby barangays.
In time, President Marcos was invited to the
United States to address the joint Session of the
U.S. Congress. Only highly regarded chiefs of state
were given such a privilege At the time, the initial
performance of the Martial Law Regime was above
par. Marcos, a brilliant speaker with mastery of
the English language, surprised, impressed and
regaled the august and elite American audience
with his eloquence. He gave his hour-long speech
without any notes, spewing out statistics as if it
was nobody’s busines.
For his performance, Marcos was well
admired even in the ranks of the opposition. In Santa
Ignacia he was a source of pride among his many
namesakes, some of whom bore similar physical
attributes (facial) with him like the late Col. Emilio
Marcos. Indeed, he made almost every Filipino
everywhere cheer him. What’s more, the Martial
Law Regime was sold not only to the American
officialdom but also too many peoples of he world.
All along, community development went on
and on under Mayor Modomo. In administration,
there is always so much to do. Foisted upon him
were, the Santa Ignacia- Mayantoc boundary row
which has remained unsettled, construction of a
needed abattoir, overdue salary increases of the
Sanggunian members obligations, ad infinitum.
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Suddenly, the term of office of the
Sangguniang Bayan was to expire on March 1, 1986.
And while Santa Ignacia was apparently peaceful,
volatile events were brewing in the nation.
Opposition to the Martial Law regime was spreading
like wildfire due to the growing excesses of the
Regime. Ferdinand Marcos was known to be sick
and was undergoing dialysis in Malacanang.108 The
First Lady, Imelda Marcos was perceived to have
become more and more assertive and profligate,
jet-setting with her select lady cabinets, dipping
into the nations coffers, while the masses were
suffering. Human rights violations were rampant
like tortures, imprisonment, and other forms of
violations of rights.
Senator Ninoy Aquino in exile in the United
States after years of incarceration in Camp Laur,
Nueva Ecija, gambled with his life to return to the
country, in the wildest hope of restoring a semblance
of sanity and rationality. History records
the
bleeding memory of Filipinos over the assassination
of the late Senator Aquino109 at the tarmac of the
Korean airplane when he landed on August 23, 1983.
The picture of the hapless victim, bloody and lifeless,
spread facedown in white overalls, as flashed in
the television and in the newspapers, had been too
much to bear. Who killed Ninoy? Why?
The case has been heard in court, and the
alleged perpetrators have been convicted and jailed,
but the mystery remains as to who the masterminds
were/was. Was it Ferdinand Marcos, himself, or
another/others who are still elbowing with us today?
In short order, the death of Ninoy was
mourned by legions, more so by some close friends
in Santa Ignacia (See Appendix B by the author).
Apposition to the Martial Law became more and
more intense as the Huk movement spread, and
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closing in on Manila. Marcos, while fighting the
Huks, was said to have been the greatest recruiter
of Huks by his maladministration. In Santa Ignacia
the Huk problem was a real threat, that was why, a
detachment of soldiers was stationed in the town.
The early successes of the Martial Law Regime had
been entirely negated. Marcos’s stay in power was
thus seriously questioned, even by the United States
that had approved its early stages. To justify his
continuance in power there was a need to legitimize
it. Hence, the call for a Snap Election. Marcos,
confident that he could easily win, acceded to
holding it. After all he had control of all the local
executives, provincial governors down to municipal
mayors. He thus assembled his party line up which
included the highly regarded Arturo Tolentino for
Vice President.
MAYOR N.C. ANTONIO AND A UNCLE
Confidence in the Marcos line up was very
high. This was also true among the police department
under the mayor. While preparing for the Snap
Election, Mayor Modomo made extra caution over
the opposition. The most prominent opposition leader
at the time was Noel C. Antonio; the others like
Ferdan B. Dacayanan, Romeo V. Limayo, and Jerry
C. Fernando were already in America. Antonio got
some boys with him in his house in Poblacion East.
The Mayor put up a police outpost across the road
opposite Antonio’s house. Bonaafacio Batan, a
distant uncle of Antonio was one of the policemen
assigned to serve in the outpost. Batan, with some
height and good body build had the habit of walking
in the middle of the road, armalite strung on his
shoulders and looked awesome. Cars and buses
had to make way for him. Later, in a gathering in
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Santa Ines with another Nambalan toughie, Totoy
Molina, he shot the other at point blank-range. Also
in league with some Camiling gamblers, he was
known to have been involved in the killing of a man
in the cockpit in a San Vicente-Malacampa cockpit.
He, along with his companions, Ronnie Comcepcion
and Do Legaspi, were hauled to court and had to
settle the case.
All the way, Noel C. Antonio, had bad blood
with Batan. This was to come to a head when Antonio
became mayor. Batan, invited some allegedly armed
friends to his house in Poblalcion East. Mayor Antonio
came to learn about this, and forthwith organized a
team to check. It turned out that the guests were
among the Mayor’s friends.
THE SNAP ELECTION
In the Snap Election,110 the grieving widowed
wife, Corazon Cojuangco Aquino of the assassinated
Senator was persuaded to run against Marcos. She
was a reluctant candidate, but was finally convinced
to run. With local incumbents being all pro-Marcos,
the Marcos team was all too sure to win. But in
Santa Ignacia, an old friend of the late Ninoy was
identified as anti-Marcos and was accosted by his
compadre, then Governor Federico Peralta of
Moncada town about it, but he remained
unconvinced.
The election went through with all
incumbents from top to bottom working for Marcos.
That Snap Election was “merely a side show meant
to legitimize the continuance of Marcos in office as
pressured by the United States. Marcos had high
hopes of winning easily. Thus, came the canvassing
of votes by the Commission on Elections. Among the
Board of Canvassers were teachers, fair and honest.
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While doing their job they found gross anomalies
being done, meant to cheat Cory Aquino. They could
not countenance nor stomach the cheating, and,
true to their calling, they walked out en-mass
protest.
Their walk out sparked a loss of confidence
in the Regime which spread like wild fire including
in the ranks of the armed forces. Sensing the gravity
of the situation, Marcos directed Chief of Staff
General Favian Ver to make immediate damage
control like loyalty check. Defense Secretary Juan
Ponce Enrile had already defected and was
indicated for immediate arrest. General Fidel V.
Ramos who, early on had discontent over the
promotion system of Malacanang, particularly his
being by-passed by a junior officer, General Ver as
Chief of Staff was negative in the loyalty check Enrile
was greatly alarmed and sought refuge in Camp
Crame, General Fidel V. Ramo’s headquarters. He
apprised the other of the Marcos plan and the two
stuck together in the wildest hope of finding a way
out, some way or some how, from their imminent
arrest or even death in just a mater of time.
Thus, unfolded the EDSA Drama: 111 Butch
Aquino, younger brother of Ninoy, kindled the fire.
He called his Atom members, told them urgerntly
to go immediately to Camp Crame to provide a
semblance of protection to General Ramos and
Minister Enrile. The response was spontaneous.
Then came the call of the late Cardinal Sin through
Radio Veritas appealing to the people to gather at
Camp Crame to shield the two “rebels.” The response
to both calls was dramatic. People in great numbers
flooded Camp Crame: pofessionals, mothers, nuns,
students and youngsters until the camp became a
sea of humanity.
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Unknown to the people in those crucial
moments of the unfolding events was that the fate
of the nation was in the hands of General Braulio
Balbas of Gerona, Tarlac. Then a Colonel, he was
the commander of the Phlippine Marine contingent
of 1000 strong with the sole mission to neutralize,
arrest, attack, or kill those holed up at Camp Crame
– Gereral Ramos, Minister Enrile, their motley
troops and the civilians with them.
The marines took position at Camp Aguinaldo,
just across the road from Camp Crame. His guns,
tanks, cannons machine guns were bore-sighted at
Camp Crame. As the people gathered in the other
Camp, General Balbas was ordered to attack at once.
All he had to do was, say “Fire.”
But the conscientious Marine Officer debated
with himself whether to attack or not. He battled
with his conscience and the voice inside him said,
“Disobey superior orders.” He did disobey the orders
of Malacanang, thru General Fabian Ver, Chief of
Staff, and General Josephus Ramas, even at the
costly prospect of Court Martial. Hence, no shot was
fired. Thus the crowd swelled, the tanks were met
by nuns and mothers with flowers, rosaries drinks
and even food. General Balbas brought back his
Marines to Camp Bonifacio and joined the rebels in
Camp Crame.
What caused much anxiety at the time
according to witnesses was the approaching
helicopter to the Camp. It caused jitters to the people
on the ground not knowing its mission. But when it
landed and brought arms for the camp, it brought
great relief. This made General Ramos jump with
joy as was flashed in the television.
By then, Marcos knew that his case was lost.
The air attack on Malacanang drove the last nail
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into the coffin: Marcos gave way and agreed to be
exiled to Hawaii. Two days after the Marcos’ regime
fell, General Fidel Ramos acknowledged then
Colonel Balbas gustily before the assembled
audience of newsmen, dignitaries and all others:
“Gentleman,” he said, “This is the Officer who saved
our lives”112. Soon promoted as Brigadier and later
as Major general, General Balbas name will be in
the annals as the man who changed the course of
Philippine history at EDSA. Had he obeyed
Malacanang’s order in those crucial moments of the
EDSA Revolution, the Marcos Regime and he Martial
Law Regime would have been perpetrated and no
one could tell how it could have ended. But
certainly, it could have been for the worse.
Hence, this ended the 21 years of Marcos
reign. He was brought to Hawaii where he later
died. In the EDSA 1 Episode, many Santa Ignacia
students took part. Per their account, they
hobnobbed with General Ramos and Minister Enrile
in Camp Crame. Their parents back in Santa Ignacia
had worried about them. Many, even during the
height of the Revolution went to Manila to see about
their children.
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Chapter

CORY AS NEW PRESIDENT

Immediately, Cory-Corazon Cojuanco Aquino was
installed as President of the Republic. Being from
Tarlac, her administration had much implication to
the people of different towns, including Santa
Ignacia. Many from the town were current employees
of the Hacienda Luisita owned by her family.
Everytime, she would visit Tarlac she would relate
with Santa Ignacians, especially with the DSWD
department headed by then DSWD Provincial Ofiicer,
Donna Dacayanan-Follosco. People in this town
supported her in all her struggles, especially against
the putches staged against her administration.
Cory at once dismantled the Martial Law
Administration from top to bottom. She called for
the Constitutional Convention for the crafting of a
new Constitution highlighting the redemption of
Democracy the so-called 1987 Constitution. In short
order, she pardoned some of the political prisoners
of Marcos, notable of whom, was Jose Ma. Sison,
who turnd coat and organized the NDF (National
Democratic Front) with the New Peoples Army (NPA)
as its revolutionary arm. Sison is in exile in the
Neitherlands while his NPA troops continue to be a
burden of the national government, molesting people
in the countryside, collecting “Revolutionay Tax,
especially among businessmen and enrepreneurs.
Cory had to face a number of putches, meant
to oust her as President, instigated, allegedly by
Col. Honasan’s mentor, Senator Juan Ponce Enrile,
a highly shrewd and ambitious man.…Cory
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withstood all the challenges to her administration
and retired as the acclaimed “ Icon of Philippine
Democracy.”
INSTALLATION OF MAYOR NOEL C. ANTONIO
After Cory was installed as President in
February 1986, she proclaimed a revolutionary
government. She dismissed all incumbent officials
of the Martial Law Regime and appointed officials
in their place. In Santa Ignacia, Noel C. Antonio,
the prominent opposition leader at the time, was
appointed mayor. The incumbent mayor was Catalino
Modomo, a renowned guerilla officer, who had a wide
following. His vice mayor was Atty. Rodolfo Apostol.
At that time, Kagawad Johnny Millado was appointed
officer-in-charge of the town. Antonio was furnished
a Xerox copy of his appointment and wanted to effect
it at once. But he could not go directly to the
incumbents. He tried to get some of his close
relatives to help him but to no avail. The incumbents
ignored them with the threat that if the appointee
could put up a rally in town, they could put up a
bigger one.
Finally, he went to the Schools District
Supervisor, Dr. Emiliano F. Dacayanan, then, the
highest duly sitting official of the town for help. The
supervisor approached Mayor Modomo. At first Mayor
Modomo said he would not vacate his post. Finally,
he was prevailed upon and asked the supervisor to
tell Antonio not to harass his, (Modomo’s) family.
The Vice mayor and the officer-in-charge Atty.
Apostol and Millado. respectively were approached
diplomatically and a peaceful turn-over of power
was effected.
Noel Antonio was thus installed, and he
served under appointment status. In the election
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that followed, he ran for election and won. One
significant event of his incumbency was the planting
of mangoes 113 , mahogany, and paper trees. He
launched the planting of trees along the highway,
in his sister’s farm in Nambalan, in Macaguing, and
induced others all around, especially the
countryside. Hence, there are today, commercial
trees in several barangays likeVargas, Nambalan,
Botbotones, Timmaguab, Caipayan, etc. During his
term, he initiated the holding of yearly reunions,
Pinag-i-inniliw of Santa Inacia expatriates and Over
Seas Workers (OFW’s) which were well attended.
Santa Ignacians abroad had looked forward to those
affairs as pleasant breaks from their daily routines
in their places of work over seas. Away from home,
they rarely have time for socialization, especially
with the rat-like pace of life like in America.
In the election of 1998, Mrs. Amanda Antonio
lost to Dr.Raynaldo Modomo, son of the late Catalino
Modomo. Dr. Modomo had started his 3-term
administration.
PINATUBO ERUPTION
On June 12, 1991 114, at about ten O’clock,
people in Santa Ignacia heard a deep roar from the
south, seemingly from the bowels of the earth.
Slowly, a mass of gray clouds with brain-like crevices
rose from the southern skies. Then the mass rose
higher and higher and spread all above. Nobody knew
what it was. But radio broadcasts announced that
it was caused by the eruption of Mt. Pinatubo in the
Zambales ranges.
Except those in the know, there was no such
volcano in the area. There was, however in the 1950’s
a national paper journalist, the late Alfonso Serrano
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who, on speculation due to the frequent earth quakes
at the time reported that they were caused by a
volcano. Pressed for factual details, Serrano’s report
was based on “mere” speculation. The existence of
Mt. Pinatubo was not a common knowledge of the
people.
At any rate, the eruption was the first time
that many people in Santa Ignacia had ever heard
of Mt. Pinatubo. It only figured sometime immediately
after the war when enterprising men, some from
Santa Ignacia ventured into the mountains. There
they found the remains of dead Japanese in the
caves and appropriated for themselves, boots,
watches, and even the gold teeth of the skeletons.
What followed the eruption was the sudden
change of the temperature: The whole atmosphere
became very hot. Soon, came the rain of ash
enveloping the entire atmosphere. At a distance,
the falling ash appeared like rain. But when it came
it was ash, suffocating everyone. People had to cover
their noses with anything at hand. It was good that
later, the DSWD distributed some masks.
The ash fell everywhere, covering the entire
landscape; roof tops, leaves of plants like bananas
sagged or broke. Places with scattered stones
appeared ghost-like cemeteries. The rain of dust
and hot temperature
lasted for several weeks.
Soon it was learned that the damage done near the
volcano, particularly Clark Air Force Base was
enormous. The Clark Airbase was covered with thick
ash rendering it unusable while many structures
were crushed by he weight of the ash. Many towns
in Pamanga like Mabalacat, Angeles, San Fernando
etc., Botolan and Olongpo in Zambales and Capas
and Bamban in Tarlac were affected. The nearby
rivers were filled with lahar killing all marine lives.
An eye witness from Gerona town while the lahar
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was filling the Tarlac River along their town said
that when the lahar mixed with the water, the
fishes jumped out. The lahar flow destroyed most of
the fisheries in Northern Tarlac like the Banawang
noted for its teeming fish.
The amount of volcanic materials spewed out
by the volcano was said to be in the billions of cubic
meters. The ash cloud rose high up and
spread
over several continents for a long period of time.
Scientists said that the ash clouds had lowered the
world emperature by a degree or two. Some
historians say that the magnitude of the Pinatubo
eruption had been close to that of the Krakatoa
erupition in Indonesia centuries ago, known to be
the greatest volcano eruption in human history.
It would be sometime when the farmlands
covered by the lahar could recover and become
productive again. Somehow, the people have found
some good use for lahar. It has been a handy
substitute for sand as construction materials for
roads and buildings. It is even used to make
ceramics and bricks.
MAYOR REYNALDO G. MODOMO
Mayor Reynaldo G. Modomo was one of four
sons of the late Mayor, and Mrs. Gemima Guzman,
a prominent Santa Ignacia family. He had a good
medical practice in his spacious clinic beside his
house in the town proper. He needed not have to go
into politics. But among his three other brothers,
he was chosen by the Cojuangco leadetship clan
(Danding Cojuanco) to perpetuate the family political
tradition in Santa Ignacia. In the 1998 election he
won over Mrs. Amanda Antonio. His vice mayor was
Atty. Saklulu B. Enrado. His secretary was Mr. Erwin
Aguilar and his Municipal Administrator was Mr.
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Adolfo Follosco. This was a newly created position.
Like his father, he was development oriented. He
encouraged farmers to plant better crops- high value
crops, as well as after harvest crops in their farms.
He himself had a model garden of papayas that
induced others to plant.
He and four siblings including a lady Doctor
of medicine, have each a hectare farm in Barangay
Baldios, passed on to them from their grandfather,
Lakay Berong Guzman. Each of the adjacent farms
was well advanced in development. His youngest
brother, Rommy, a successful Doctor of Veterenary
Medicine has been in the employ of Cojuanco
Ambassador Danding Cojuangco. He has been
introducing exotic plants at least in Santa Ignacia
and even fishes like eels, and the like.
Very much like his father who was
development- oriented, Mayor Reynaldo Modomo
made optimal use of the multi-purpose covered court
constructed during the term of Mayor Antonio in
the plaza along the highway, backing the Rizal
Monument and the tennis court. It has since been
the locale of varied activities like for sports,
meetings, exhibitions, and the like. Passengers use
it while waiting for bus rides too. Somehow, it blocks
the view of the entire plaza, primarily the Rizal
monument.
Lately, courtesy of SISA 115 (Santa Ignacia
Society of America) a waiting shed, under he
supervision of Engr. Romeo V. Limayo, former SISA
president was constructed in front of the covered
court right in the passenger waiting area. The
waiting shed has enhanced the aesthetic ambience
to the area. Another one was earlier constructed
opposite the market place.
Through the advice of his administrator, Mr.
Adolfo P. Follosco, Mayor Modomo, caused the

History

of

Santa

Ignacia

128

purchase, instead of renting heavy equipment, and
facilities like a bulldozer and buck hoe, needed by
many barangays in the repair of roads and the
construction of water impounding dams. Santa
Ignacia being mostly a rolling terrain needs such
equipment to induce and teach people to impound
water for irrigation purposes. Rain water is plenty
during rainy season but is drained wastefully away.
The construction of impounding dams has been found
to be the answer. Farmers only had to pay tte fuel
and the operator for its use.
Over the years there have been many changes
in the Sana Ignacia landscape. Anyone who has left
the hometown for sometime may not be able get
proper bearing at once. Take the case of the Plaza.
The big towering mango facing the municipal hall is
overshadowed by taller buildings. The shade of that
mango tree has had historical significance as being
where the Japanese appointed the late Bievenido
Gabay as mayor of Santa Ignacia. But in the
inexorable march of progress some treasured things
could be sacrificed.
The same is true with the constructioin of
the covered court in the plaza along the highway. It
not only covers the higly valued Rizal Monument
and the entire view of the plaza. But it had been
the call of necessity. Time and again, sports
activities, particularly basketball tournaments are
being undertaken by the community and held in
the court.
In Santa Ignacia, basket ball is the most
popular sports. It is the signature sports especially
among the youth of the community. In line with the
activities of the Sangguniang Kabataan basketball
tournaments are held every year municipal-wide.
Each barangay has its team to compete in the
municipal level. The town competition lasts for
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several days, there being several competing teams.
So, the need of a place for the tournament was
imperative. The covered court is the answer.
Thus, was the construction of the covered
court come into-being. Today, the court has been
used for different activities not only for basket ball.
It is used as physical fitness grounds for fitness
buffs, assembly area for different organizations, for
school programs by any school, and the like. Some
adults have also appropriated part of it as a chess
playing area. The place has become true as a
designated multi-purpose covered court.
NEW MARKET
During his time, Mayor Modomo was able to
negotiate for the concreting of several barangay
roads, some of which funds had been finished before
he left the service. But one of his biggest
achievements along with his council was the
construction of the P40 M. market. He was able to
get a funding of about P20 M from Congressman
Henry Cojuangco 116 . All he needed was a
counterpart from the municipality. With his council,
he was able to get the required counter-part through
a municipal loan.
At first, the council was at a loss as to where
to put up the building. The old site did not seem
appropriate in view of its limited size. More so, a
semi-mall was already occupying part of the area.
Some suggested that they would use part of th money
to buy a lot within the town proper but no such a
lot was available, or if there was one, it was too
costly. Several sites in Pugo Cecilio just beyond
the Cabatuan Creek were suggested, but all such
plans fizzled out. At some point, the school athletic
field was suggested, but in a community hearing,
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it was vehemently objected to, especially by this
author who was a graduate, former teacher, and
former district supervisor of the school, It was
thus finally decided to construct the market in its
old site.
While in the process of construction, a
temporary location of the market was needed. The
choice of the athletic field of the school met little
opposition. After all, its use was only temporary.
The Local Government Unit promised to restore the
fencing of the area upon completion of the market
and their vacating it. Necessary measures were
taken to preclude the entry of school pupils into the
market by putting up barriers between the market
and the school houses.
By the time the market was completed, the
term of Mayor Modomo also ended. That was in 2006.
His vice mayor, Atty. Salulu B.Enrado ran for mayor
and he ran for vice mayor. Both of them won over
Donna Dacayanan-Follosco who resigned as
Provincial Officer of the Department of Social
Services and Development in Tarlac. Before running
for the post, Donna sought counsel from then
Governor Jose Yap, known to be most shrewd in
political manuevres. In the three-cornered fight, Dr.
Francisco Mangahas placed third. Donna placed
second, although just two days before the election
she was a cinch for number one.
Somewhere in San Jose, then late Governor
Yap was known to have uttered that although
Follosco was widely known as gaining advantage,
she would lose. And she did. Elections have
imponderables! Only one position of Kagawad
Councilor Joel Bulosan, in the Dacayanan-Follosco’s
team won. The rest, were from the Enrado team:
Vice Mayor, Noel C. Antonio, the councilors were
Freddie Manzano, Amy B. Antonio, Gerald Catalino
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Bagay, Neptali

MAYOR SAKLULU B. ENRADO
As the new mayor, Atty. Enrados started his
administration well by continuing the program of
his predecessor. He pushed on the concreting of
roads like the Baldios-Santa Ines Road, the Pinpinas
and the Calipayan-San Sotero Roads. He also put
up an agriculture demonstration farm between
Poblacion West and San Francisco, meant to induce
farmers to follow suit. He looked after the
administration of the new market. The new,
imposing market had been modernized in its
administration. He had its well rearranged by
compartmentalizing it. There are designated sections
for different goods and merchandize. The several
business cubicles were rented out to interested
parties who pay rent to the municipality. The market
is thus a self-liquidating enterprise. A market
administrator has been assigned to look after the
maintenance, upkeep and collection of fees.
Like all other mayors, foisted before Mayor
Enrado, were several administration problems. He
has proved to be equal to the task. One problem
that this writer brought to him was the putting back
in order the school athletic field that was used as
temporary market during the construction of the
new one. Two years after the place was vacated, it
became the feeding grounds of goats and even cows.
This writer took the initiative of organizing
the Santa Ignacia Elementary School Alumni
Association117. He convened prominent of the school
including lawyers, doctors, teachers, and all others
from different professions to thresh out ways and
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means of improving the school ground. The meeting
was well attended and an election was held. Mayor
Saclulu B. Enrado was elected president, Emiliano
F. Dacayanan and Virgilio L. Baratang, vice
presidents, Elena Pablo, Secretary, and Eddie
Modomo, Treasurer.
With the arrival of Engr. V. Limayo from
America who represented SISA (Santa Ignacia
Society of America) with respect to Alumni matters,
it was decided that the fencing of the vacated athletic
grounds of the Santa Ignacia Elementary School be
undertaken. Engr. Limayo had already solicited
donors among US Alumni members. In an inspection
of the project by the officers, Mayor Enrado jumpstarted the local donation by paying in cash to
Treasurer Modomo, P12,000 for two (2) spans beside
the gate along the highway at P6000 per span, and
were followed immediately by Emiliano F.
Dacayanan, Virgilio L. Baratang, and Romeo M.
Miguel for one span each and Eddie. G. Modomo,
two spans.
With the P200,000 in the hands of Engr.
Limayo,118 the project was started. The fencing was
finally completed with some savings and additional
donations, including the gates on the western side
of the field, at a total cost of over P300,000 The
earlier planned pergola at the eastern gate facing
the highway is yet to be implemented.
In the last election, October 2013, Dr.
Francisco C. Mangahas ran against Mayor Enrado.
While he had the support of Congressman Henry
Cojuangco of the First District of Tarlac, Governor
Jose Yap, and the INC numbering over 2000 in Sta.
Ignacia, he lost to re-electionist Mayor Saclulu B.
Enrado. However, four of the Councilors from the
his team won, namely, Nora T. Modomo, Donna
Dacayanan-Follosco, Geraldo Catalino Modomo, and
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Joel Bulosan. The four were supported by the Iglesia
ni Cristo (INC) like the four others in the Enrado
team. This is the third and graduation term of Mayor
Enrado and much is expected of him as a parting
legacy to the Santa Ignacia townspeople. Right now,
his administration is faced with the gigantic task of
celebrating the 100th Founding year of the town come
January 1, 2014.
Early on, the Santa Ignacia Historical Society
(a.k.a) SILAG- Santa Ignacia Legacy Advocy Group)
headed by Dr. Emiliano F. Dacayanan has teamed
up with the Local Government Unit in the
preparation for the Centennial Celebration. The
mayor issued Executive Order Number 2, on April
2011, creating the the Municipal Centenary
Celebration Council with him as Chairman, Vice
Mayor Noel C. Antonio and Dr. Emiliano F.
Dacayanan as co-chairman, and the four chairmen
of the major committees namely: Dr. Virgilio L.
Baratang for Celebration, Mr. Arturo Agustin,
Publiction and Information, Kagawad Nathaniel
(Bong) Tan, Ways and Means, and Engr. Romeo V.
Limayo, Global Santa Ignacians.
The Council has had several conferences and
meetings and deliberations for the purpose. Among
the earlier consensus reached were:
(1). The Theme of the Celebrations shall be:
Reaping the Fruits of the Century, Onward via the
Straight (Mtuwid) Way
(2). The Logo is the Silag Tree for its
symbolism, being a century trees.
(3). 2014 shall be Proclaimed as a Centennial
Year with activities that shall promote/fosterthe
transformative significance of the celebration
(4). Planting of buri (silag) in a conspicuous
part of the community.
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(5) Ending the year with burying a time
Capsule. As the date draws closer, many other
fitting activities could be envisioned.
Lately, the municipality has been beset with
a problem as bared in a conference between the
mayor and media investigator Erwin Tulfo about an
alleged book purchase scam. Although the matter
had been televised, the Mayor firmly holds that no
transaction was ever consumated.
THE NPA INCURSIONS
For sometime in the late 1990’s some
elements of the NPA (Nationalist Peoples’ Army), the
armed unit of the Communist Party of the
Philippines was quite active in Sta. Ignacia. They
operated mostly in some parts of outlying barangays.
Some of the members were known to have come
from prominent families of the community. This led
to the assignment of some native-born undercover
agents of the Intelligence Unit of the Armed Forces
to operate in the area.
The NPA operatives were said to have collected
Revolutionary Taxes from some residents and
meddled in some family disputes. All along, the
intelligence network of the PNP and the AFP had
kept tab of their activities and had been hot on their
heels. Sometime on January 15, 2001, the AFP forces
caught up with a band of 30 members of the NPA in
the open field in sitio Dor-Dori, San Vicente. Led by
Task Force Samat, Bravo Company, 61st Inf Battalion
and reinforced by the Light Armored Brigade, killed
14 of the band. The AFP captured 52 assorted
weapons in the encounter.
Six years later, another encounter occurred
in Barangay Santa Ines West. Through intelligence
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work, the AFP learned about the congregation of
NPA Units preparing for local celebration of its
foundation day. The AFP was prepared for it,
including the use of air power. Ten of the NPA’s
were killed, and the rest escaped, carrying some of
their wounded. The bodies of the killed NPA’s were
flown by helicopter to the town. A woman known to
have close relatives in this town was among the
casualties.
Before these two encounters, there was
another encounter in Nambalan in which the AFP
put up a blocking force to an NPA group that abducted
a Gerona Police Sergeant Roland Aceres, formerly
assigned in Santa Ignacia. The NPA group killed
Aceres, and left his body between Pilpila and
Botbotones area. They made their escape through
Nambalan. One of the Army officers, a certain Lt.
Egipto was wounded in the encounter.
THE TREASURE HUNTING FAD
Treasure hunting in Santa Ignacia was
spurred by the fad going on in neighboring towns. It
was motivated by the speculation that Gen.
Yamashita brought the billion-dollar gold-bullion
and jewelry-loot in the conquered Far East countries
which he was said to have brought to the
Philippines. The loot was said to have been
distributed among the Japanese Commands in the
Country.
Thus, the headquarters used by the
Japanese, including the Central School in Santa
Ignacia were indicated, It is said that late Mayor
Modomo and company started the diggings under
and around the old Gabaldon building. Many others
joined the venture from Pilpila like the Manglicmot
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family, the Danipog family in Baldios, and others
from Vargas and San Vicente. Among the latest to
engage in the venture was Dr. Amor T. Fernando
who bought sophisticated equipment for the hunt.
It is not known if they had made any strike. There
was another hunter from Valenzuela City who
employed two from Baldios, Benny Fernandez and
Raymundo Bayudan. The man has a farm in Baldios
near the Sapag Dalag Creek where he made a
digging. Unfortunately for him, the two diggers
became victims of a cave-in where Bayudan died,
but Benny survived after having been buried
unconscious for sometime. (See Appendix by Dina
D. Gaw)
THE OVERSEAS SANTA IGNACIANS
Filipinos, nay Santa Ignacians are virtually
everywhere in the world. They are found in all nooks
and crannies of the continents. Wanderlust and
survival are in the Filipino blood.
Not to say of the Fiipinos who plied with the
Spanish Galleons, or the Sacadas of the 1920’s who
landed in Hawaii, and the adventurous young men
who joined the United States Armed Forces like
the Navy , the Army and the other branches of
service. They have been vanguards in paving the
way in finding greener pastures in foreign countries.
In time some of them returned making
glowing stories of “more abundant life” anon.
Spurred by the accounts as manifested by the
improved circumstances of the returnees, at some
sacrifice, many Santa Ignacians opted to pursue the
dream.
Meanwhile, employment abroad had been
opened by the POEA (Philippine Overseas
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Employment Administration, the DFA, etc., offering
jobs in several countries. A number of Santa Ignacia
Inhabitants got early breaks in America, Europe,
Middle East, Canada, and in Asia, like in Hongkong,
Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia, etc. The salary
scale in those places has been higher than in the
Philippines. Most of them got in via the legal way,
others not. At any rate, they earned the foreign
dollars which buoy up the Philippine economy.
What’s more, the OFW’s have more money to remit
unlike the expatriates in the United States who,
upon expatriation, buy their own houses, cars,
furniture, etc. OFW’s pay is generally net which
they remit to their families. That’s why they could
afford to build modern houses which now decorate
the town proper but more prominently the
countryside. Go around the barangays, in any and
all barangays. The houses come in different
architectural designs, reflecting designs of their
country of work.
Certainly overseas employment has gone a
long way in improving the economic and quality of
life of the many Santa Ignacians. Many, in fact have
started burgeoning businesses like Rice Mills, Gas
Stations, commercial buildings, and the like. Some
have bought their own family cars an indication of
affluence, while others have bought their families
tricycles for fare, which accounts for the regulation
of its big number in the community.
Overseas Santa Ignacians are vital factors in
the advancement of the Town.
SANTA IGNACIA MOVES TOWARDS
URBANIZATION
Santa Ignacia is a dynamic and fast growing
community. The town is a second class municipality
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with an annual income of P 93,967,852.00 pesos
and a projected population of 52,000 for the year
2012. Observable indicators show that it is well on
the road towards urbanization.
Concrete
developments
are
visible
particularly in the kilometer or so stretch of the
town proper along the Romulo Highway. From the
public market radiating both ways, north and south
are a hodge-podge of commercial establishments like
drug stores, bakeries, forex offices, convenience
stores, gas stations, and the like, dotted with a high
rises here and there. Several home owners along
the highway have also converted spaces in their
front yards into one kind of business or another
virtually closing gaps on both side of the road.
The multi-million market which is the normal
hub of business activities has been busy day in and
day out. This is unlike in the past when business
was done only on designated days like Sundays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. In many ways, the town
has become commercially self-contained in that the
market as well as other business establishments
have been offering a wide variety of essential goods.
The growing efficient business distributive process
has afforded the townspeople convenience in buying
most of their needs right in the town instead of
going to neighboring places like Tarlac City or
Camiling and elsewhere.
Furthermore, if in the past, Santa Ignacia
was basically a linear community where residences
trooped along the highway. Today there are distinct
residential blocks fully populated. In the town proper.
West of the highway, there are now three layers of
populated blocks, and more up towards the place
called “Turod Subdivision.” West of the Municipal
Hall is the old Santa Ignacia town, popular known
as “Intramuros,” for whatever reason, and ironically
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where a Muslims group in known to have recently
relocated.
The housing development east of the highway
towards Macaguing, Botbotones has also been fast.
Premium lots on the market had easily sold out.
But expansion has been limited by the water
impounding dam on the north side of the road,
popularly known as “Puttot ni Perez.” The other side
of the road is a low-laying area which has also been
a limiting factor. In the place called “Sagpat,” so
called because it forms the crest of a slight ridge
along the road to the San Francisco, the “Barrio,” is
a densely populated area, lined with self-styled
homes.
In terms of its demographic make-up, Santa
Ignacia, in retrospect, was made up of almost purely
hardly Ilocanos. Not anymore. Today the population
is an admixture of almost all the ethnicities of the
nation: Tagalogs, Bicolanos, Muslims, Igorots, name
it. This has been attributed to intermarriages,
commerce, and mainly to the eruption of Mt.
Pinatubo in 1991. The lahar drove many people from
the south towards the north, many finding home in
Santa Ignacia. This enhanced the population of the
town, at the same time it has offered a rich cultural
trade-off. There are the fine cuisine and artisanship
of the Capangpangans, the “Ginatan/Bicol Express”
of the Bicolanos, the graceful “malambing” Languege
of the Tagalogs, and the like.
Meanwhile, the advance in the educational
level of Santa Ignacians has taken a big quantum
leap. Today, it can compare favorably with anywhere
in the locality, nay the country. Its proximity to the
Tarlac College of Agriculture (TCA) gives it the edge
over any other community in terms of accessibility.
Besides being just next door to Santa Ignacia, the
TCA it is easily accessible via the Romulo Highway.
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This accounts for the growing number of college
graduates of this town, even coming from financially
marginal families Aside from the local products there
are also graduates from educational institutions in
Manila and in the Tarlac City like the Tarlac State
University, Osias Colleges, USST as well as in the
Camiling Colleges. Santa Ignacians are a highly
education-conscious people.
On the elementary and secondary levels,
Santa Ignacia is not far behind. Except for a few
like Caduldulaoan, Macaguing, and San Sotero, all
barangays have complete elementary schools. Each
is headed by a head teacher or principal with
oversight from the district supervisor, all aimed at
enhancing the literacy of the youth.
On the secondary level, the locality had
already two secondary schools, as far back as about
65 years ago, the Santa Ignacia High School and
Santa Ignacia Academy. The two institutions have
catered to thousands upon thousands of the youths
of the town. Aside from the two, coming in rapid
succession were the seven (7) Barangay High
Schools some 35 years ago. These schools had been
put up in pivotal locations like Caanamongan, San
Francisco, Nambalan, Pilpila, Vargas, Padapada, and
Santa Ines East for accessibility to the students in
the localities concerned. Having operated this long,
their combined contribution in raising the
educational level of the community cannot be
overestimated. Joining the ranks of high school
lately, are two other institutions, the Caipayan
Barangay High School and the Baptist High School
located in the town proper.
Going by the number of religious groups which
is legion, Santa Ignacia Residents are a tribe of
religious people. Scattered all over town are several
houses of worship of different sects and/or
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denominations. There are the Seventh Day
Adventists, Jehova’s Witnesses, The former
Aglipayan Church (2) of them, the Philippine
Catholic Church and the Independent Church of
the Filipino Christians, the Catholic Church, the
Baptists, Evangelists, Iglesia Ni Cristo, Cruzada and
other cults operating surreptitiously. Does this show
as someone has said, that “religion is the opium of
the people?”
Santa Ignacia is rising in entrepreneurship.
There are the new entrepreneurs like the WOOD
INSPIRATION Company put up by the Pascual Family,
Engr. Gleneroso and Bles Gamurot Pascual and their
artist children - which is catching the attention all
over the place including american. There is also
the new mall being put up known to be an extension
of the Red Camia mall in Camiling. In Santa Ignacia
there are 4 rice mills two of which are located in
Pugo Cecilio, and two are in the Poblacion. A hotel
or inn has already been established.
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SANT
A IGN
A CIA VETERANS POST
SANTA
IGNA
The Santa Ignacia Veterans Post was organized
in 1978 by the late, Mayor CatalinoModomo, by virtue
of RA 2640. The members are retired officers and
enlisted personnel of the military including the police.
From its inception to the present, a total of six (6) post
commanders had served, namely;
1.+ Major Catalino S. Modomo
2.+Lt Col Apolonio B. Aviguetero
3+Lt. Col Angel Baldovino
4. Maj. Felix M. Miguel
5 +Maj. ServillanoFabros
6. 2Lt. Telesforo P. Calosing
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ST
A. IGN
A CIA HIGH SCHOOL
STA.
IGNA

The Sta. Ignacia High School was a pioneering
venture of the late Atty. Gregorio J. Fernando.
Established in 1947 and started operation in the same
year. In 1951, the school transferred to its present
location behind the public plaza. Its humble beginning
is no longer recognizable with its modern facilities and
amenities. It is a novelty which has 4-storey building.
The school is headed by Mrs. Natividad Cube
Fenandez, widow of the late Atty. She has 35 teachers
under her. The school is administered by its Board of
Directors, namely; the Fernandos’ – Natividad, Samuel
and Rene, Julita P. Garbin, and novice A. Domingo.
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ST
A. IGN
A CIA A
CADEMY
STA.
IGNA
ACADEMY
The
Sta.
I g n a c i a
Academy was
founded
in
1946, as one of
the extension
of the Camiling
Colleges,
owned by the
Romulo Family,
initiated by the
late Mr. Gilberto P.
Romulo.
Its
Founding in Sta. Ignacio was led by among others the
late, Mr. Segundo Miguel in his own lot in Gabay Street,
Poblacion East. That’s where the first school building
was established.
In 1959, forced by growth, the site was moved
to its present site at Milla St, Poblacion West. Today
the school has a substantial student population with
18 full time teaching staff headed by Principal, Mr.
Flor L. Santos.
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CAAN
AMONG
AN N
ATION
AL HIGH SCHOOL
CAANAMONG
AMONGAN
NA
TIONAL
The school was established in
June 1973, under Mr. Paterno O.
Antonio, as District Supervisor. The
Barangay and Municipal Officials led by
the late Mayor Catalino S. Modomo,
worked for its establishment. It used to
be housed alongside the Elementary School, until it
had a site and building of its own alongside the road
within the Barangay.
Starting with
just a few enrollees,
today it has a
student of 237, and
eight (8) teachers
headed
by
its
Principal,
Dr.
Marcelo Esteban
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SA
CA
TA N
ATION
AL HIGH SCHOOL
SACA
CAT
NA
TIONAL

SACATA HS, is an acronym for three (3)
barangays, namely; San Francisco, Cabaruan and
Taguiporo. The school was founded side by side with
its sister high schools in the Sta. Ignacia North District
under the late Mr. Paterno O. Antonio. Created under
R.A. 6054 and nationalized under R.A 6655. It started
humbly with a few students which increased rapidly.
It now has a student population of 216. Presently, it is
headed by Principal, Mrs. Estelita Bulosan, with 10
Teachers under her.
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N AMB
AL
AN HIGH SCHOOL
AMBAL
ALAN

The Nambalan National High School was
established with its sister schools in the former, Santa
Ignacia Schools, South District under Republic Act
6054 of 1969. It was during the term of the late Mrs.
Esperanza Gapultos as District Supervisor, and the
incumbency of the late Mayor Catalino Modomo. It
started operation in 1971 with just a few students.
It serves the whole Barangays of Nambalan,
Baldios, Pugo-Cecilio and parts of Pilpila. Nowadays,
students come from San Vicente, Poblacion area and
even from Malacampa in Camiling. Initially, it shared
the lot with Nambalan E/S, but later on this was
subdivided and a lot was allocated for both school
levels. It started as a self-supporting school but was
nationalized under Republic Act 6655 in 1989. Today
it is headed by Mrs. Mely B. Ancheta as Principal with
a student population of 454 students, with 12 advisory
sections and twenty (20) teachers.
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CALIP
AYAN N
ATION
AL HIGH SCHOOL
CALIPA
NA
TIONAL

The Calipayan High school is the daughter
School of Padapada High School. It was established
in 2005, through the initiative of then Barangay
Chairman, Buen Dela Cruz, who also donated the
5,000 sq. m. school site. The unqualified support of
the incumbent mayor, the late Dr. Reynaldo G. Modomo,
the Local School Board and the Principal of Padapada
National High School, Mr. Domingo Eugenio, the project
became a reality .
Its primary service area comprise the
barangays of Timmaguab, Calipayan and San Sotero.
Today there are 8 teachers headed by Ms. Vilma Aguas
as Principal, the enrollment is now 211 and is
increasing rapidly.
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PAD
AP
AD
A N
ATION
AL HIGH SCHOOL
ADAP
APAD
ADA
NA
TIONAL

Padapada National High School was established
in 1988, is the considered to be the last school funded
under the USAID assistance package. Under the
leadership of the late Barangay Chairman, Marciano
Tolenada, he led the fund raising drive that enabled
them to acquire a lot for the high school project.
Today, Padapada National HS has a substantial
biggest student population, among all secondary
schools in the municipality. Itboast of adequate school
facilities and amenities for high quality education,
training and formation of its students.
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ST
A. INES N
ATION
AL HIGH SCHOOL
STA.
NA
TIONAL

Initially, it was a barangay high school,
established during the martial law years.It was
nationalized in 1988 under RA 6566. The school is
located at the government lot intended as a school site.
The modern school building was funded under the
USAID Assistance package.
The school serves the educational needs of
students primarily those coming from Sta. Ines Centro
and Sta. Ines West.
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VAR
GAS N
ATION
AL HIGH SCHOOL
ARG
NA
TIONAL

Like all other Barangay High school, Vargas High
School was established under R.A. 6054- otherwise
known as the Barangay High School Chester. It was
nationalized in 1989 under R.A. 6655.
It was created though the recommendation of
the then District Supervisor of Sta. Ignacia South
District, Mrs. Esperanza Gapultos, during the terms
of the late Mayor Catalino G. Modomo.Currently, the
Principal is Mr. Glen Quito, Head Teacher 3, with a
substantial student population.
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PILPIL
A N
ATION
AL HIGH SCHOOL
PILPILA
NA
TIONAL

The Sta. Ignacia South District, headed by then
District Supervisor Esperanza G. Gapultos, the Dept.
of Education, the Mun. Governmentand the community
founded the Pilpila Barangay High School in 1969. The
school was later nationalized under RA 6665, during
the Presidency of Cory Aquino.
It is committed to the molding and transforming the
youth of the community into a more responsive and
respected members of the society
Across the years, PHS marched ever-onwards
keeping pace with the challenges of time and heeding
the calls of the blaring trumpets of success. Its present
student population is 172, with eight (8) teaching staff,
under the leadership of its Principal, Mrs. Susan
Domingo.
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SANT
A IGN
A CIA B
APTIST CHUR
CH
SANTA
IGNA
BAPTIST
CHURCH
CHRISTIAN A
CADEMY
ACADEMY
CADEMY,, Inc
Inc..
Resident
Minister, Rev.
Paterno B. Majo,
(1978-1985),
planned
of
putting up an
a c a d e m i c
institution
to
serve as anchor
to its growing
ministry. In 1993,
during the term of Rev. Ramon R. Boniol, this was
realized with the establishment of the Baptist Day Care
Center. From this humble day care service, it evolved
continuously to meet the growing educational needs
but consistently maintaining its academic excellence.
To d a y,
the institution
p r o v i d e s
services from
pre-elementary
to secondary
level. With the
S c h o o l
Director, Ms.
Rizchelle
F.
Licud, and the
able support of the Pre and Elementary Head Teacher,
Ms. Jeyrudine B. Cruz , the Secondary Head Teacher,
Ms. Jesusa M. Domingo, the school will certainly
accomplish its avowed task of proper youth formation.

History

of

Santa

Ignacia

156

ST
A. IGN
A CIA CA
THOLIC SCHOOL OF
STA.
IGNA
CATHOLIC
TARL
A C , Inc
ARLA
Inc..

The Santa Ignacia Catholic School of Tarlac,
Inc. (SICST), was officially established on June 13,
2011. Its realization was a result of combined effort
by Bishop Florentino F. Cinense, the Tarlac Diocesan
Schools Asso.(TDSA) and the late, Dr. Reynaldo
Modomo, President, Parish Pastoral Council (PPC).
On its maiden year, SY 2011-2012, it started with
21 pupils in the Kindergarten and 19 in the Nursery,
both under Mrs. Leny V. Ringor; and 13 pupils in Grade
1 under Miss Lady Karen Caoagdan. Mrs. Ma. Roela J.
Gomez handled classes in Christian Living and serves
as the School Nurse. The first Principal is Sr. Maria
Luz S. Diomerez, OP, while, Ms. Sally ___, is the school
Registrar/Secretary.
For SY 2013-2014, the enrolment has risen
substantially. The young school has also achieved
unprecedented recognition for its pupils, exceling in
provincial inter-school, academic, athletic and cultural
competitions.
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UNITED METHODIST LEARNING CENTER

The UMC Learning Center was a brainchild of
the partnership between the late, Avelina A. Masiglat
and Anicia A. Bacnis. In June 2006, it formally opened
and accepted its first batch of enrollees in the preelementary level. Every year thereon, another grade
level was added. And finally, on December 13, 2013,
the school was granted a permit to operate a
secondary level, to Grade 9. From its humble beginning
of a handful of pupils, the school population has now
ballooned to 60 enrollees and a teaching staff of 8,
under the capable guidance of its school Principal,
Mrs. Ledovina R. Palaganas.
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FELIX T
AB
UCOL SEVENTH –D
AY
TAB
ABUCOL
–DA
VENTIST CHUR
CH EDUCA
TION
AL
ADVENTIST
CHURCH
EDUCATION
TIONAL
AD
FOUND
ATION
FOUNDA
(formerly;Seventh Day Adventist Church,
School)

Originally, the school was established in 2005,
as “God’s Jewels Learning Center”, a pre-elementary
level educational institution. It is located along Romulo
Hi-way in Poblacion West. In 2010, as part of the
holistic development strategy, the management
transferred the school to a new and more spacious
site in Turod area, Poblacion East, where newly
constructed, ten (10) class-room building is ready for
occupancy. Also programmed to be transferred and
integrated with the school system, is the SDA Church.
Presently, the school has 41 grade school pupils
with a teaching force of 5 teachers. Its school head is
Ms. Norlita Joy Padilla.
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The Church of
OUR L
AD
Y OF F
ATIMA P
ARISH
LAD
ADY
FA
PARISH
The Our Lady of Fatima Parish was
established in 1945, by Archbishop Mariano
Madriaga, Diocese of Lingayen-Dagupan. The
original location
of the bamboo
s t r u c t u r e
church is now
the site of the
Sta.
Ignacia
High School.
The roster of
Parish Priests,
are ;
Rev. Fr. Camilo
Camelon (1945-47); Rev Fr. Amado Lopez (1947-56);
Rev. Fr. Casimiro Castillo (1956-61); Rev. Fr. Benjamin
Mones (1961-69); Rev Fr. Elpedio Caliboso (1969-71);
Rev Fr. Bienvenido Mapili (1971-80); Rev. Fr. Cesar
Dayrit (1980-85); Rev. Fr. Ed Santos (1985); Rev. Fr.
Vely Lapitan (9185-93); Rev. Fr. Hector Pamintuan,
Jr. (1993-00); Rev. Fr. Hipolito PardiÇan (2000-06);
Rev. Fr. Allan Talavera (2006-10); Rev. Fr. Claro Ortiz
(2010-12); Rev. Fr. Jun Paragas, Jr. (2012-present).
Rev. Fr. Lopez,(1947-56) earnestly started the
construction of a concrete and steel structure
church. Succeeding parish priests gave their share
of completing the edifice. And in 1999, under the
stewardship of Rev. Fr. Pamintuan, the late Dr.
Reynaldo Modomo, as PPC President, the church was
finally completed and rededicated for the greater
Glory of God, our Father.
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PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENT CA
THOLIC
CATHOLIC
CHURCH
(Iglesia Catolica Filipina Independiente)

In the later part of 1913, the Parish of St.
Agnes, was established. It antedated the creation of
the municipality of Santa Ignacia, in January 1914, by
less than one (1) year. From its inception to the present,
a total of fourteen (14) succession of parish priest
administered the Parish, including the present Parish
Priest, Most Rev. Alfonso C. Rullepa, Lth. M. Div.
(1979)
On March 14, 1992, upon the elevation of Rev.
Rullepa to Episcopate, the parish church was declared
the Cathedral of St. Agnes by virtue of the
proclamation of the Supreme College of Bishops.
Today the Church continues to serve its flock,
growing stronger and more relevant than ever.
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INDEPENDENT CHURCH OF FILIPINO
CHRISTIANS

The establishment of the Aglipayan Church in
Santa Ignacia was a consequence of the split in the
top hierarchy, in the Philippine Catholic Independent
Church in the early 50’s. Bishop Fonacier, who lost to
Bishop De los Reyes for the Supreme Bishop, bolted
out together with allies including Rev. Liwliwa Enrado,
who was then the parish priest of St. Agnes Parish. In
1959, Rev. Enrado, established the Aglipayan Memorial
Church, he as its first parish priest, later on was
elevated to Bishop. In 2002, upon the death of Rev.
Enrado, Rev. Fr. Aurelio Castillo, became the new
parish priest.
Today, with the able ministry of the now, Bishop
Aurelio Castillo, its flock continued to thrive and
prosper. The church was also renovated to
accommodate their growing followers.
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
The United
M e t h o d i s t
Church in Santa
Ignacia started
as
a
simple
worshipping
congregation
thru the initiative
of the late, Mr.
Sulpicio Antonio
and the late,
Maxima Antonio
Batac Fajardo. The ground floor of the Antonio
residence, in Poblacion East, served as temporary
church. Soon, a resident preacher was assigned, the
late Pastor Juanito Limos, the first pastor to minister
to the young but vibrant Church.
From then on, the UMC steadily grew and, on
May 1964, the church building was completed, at its
present location. From this humble beginning, the
church was able to reach to other barangays
spreading the good news to all people.
Today, the UMC has strong presence in Vargas,
Sta. Ines East, Sta. Ines Centro, Matinong, Sta. Ines
West, Padapada, San Sotero and Timmaguab. Each
area has a resident pastor assigned to take care of
their flock. A UMC Center was also established in
Padapada in 2009, to cater to the needs of the Pastors
and church workers for their meetings, trainings and
for other events.
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CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
THE L
ATTER-D
AY SAINTS
LA
TTER-DA

The Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day
Saints was established in the town in 1986. Before this
period, local residents had to go to Camiling for their
worship.
The church in Santa Ignacia, is officially called,
Santa Ignacia Philippine State Center. The Center is
headed by its President, Bro. Ismael T. Imperial, who
exercises administrative and operational control on
the following areas; town of Mayantoc, Mamonit, town
of Sta. Ignacia 1 & 2, Vargas, Padapada 1 & 2, for a
total of 7 wards or districts. Each Ward is under the
care of a Bishop and assisted by 2 Counselors. Their
adherents continue to grow especially with their active
evangelization activities undertaken by foreign and
local missionaries.
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CRUZADERS OF THE
DIVINE CHUR
CH OF CHRIST
CHURCH
CHRIST,, PHILIPPINES

After the pastoral visit of Ama Rufin to the town
in 1955, the local members of the sect planned to put
up their own church. In 1958; They realized their plan
with the construction of a chapel in barangay
Macaguing. The first priest assigned to shepherd the
flock was Padre Mendez. Encouraged by the growing
number of members, the leaders transferred the
church to its present site along Rizal street in Poblacion
West, in 1963.
In the early 90’s, under the leadership of Bishop
Mejia, the “Cruzados” began to renovate the old
wooden and concrete church. And for a period of
about 27 years of carefully phased construction, their
dream church was finally completed. In April 27, 2010,
Bishop Mejia with the rest of the Church Hierarchy,
blessed the newly renovated church. From then on
April 27, became a day of thanksgiving for the local
sect members. (Note: Sis. Brigida Clemente, 82 yr/old, currently the adviser to
Women’s Sorority is the primary source of information)

History

of

Santa

Ignacia

165

IGLESIA NI CRISTO

The Iglesia Ni Cristo evangelization in the town
began during the pre-wars years. It gained it’s initial
foothold in barangay San Vicente, gradually spreading
to nearby barangays. In 1937, the first chapel was
established along Milla street in Poblacion West, in a
lot owned by the Laoang Family.
Later on, chapels were also established in
Timmaguab and Taguiporo. But in 1992, considered a
milestone, the magnificent Santa Ignacia Chapel was
finally inaugurated in Poblacion East.
As it’s numbers grew, so with the chapels that
were constructed. Today, INC chapels with assigned
“Destinado” are present in Sta. Ines East and Sta. Ines
West. To gain more members, the present Destinado
of Santa Ignacia, Ka Benjamin Junio initiated outreach
projects resulting to inclusion of Macaguing and
Cabugbugan as extension areas.
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SEVENTH D
AY AD
VENTIST
DA
ADVENTIST
T h e
journey of the
Seventh-Day
A d v e n t i s t
Church in Santa
Ignacia began in
the home of the
late
Felix
Tabucol, where
evangelical
services were
held by the missionaries from SDA Northern Luzon
Mission Center, in Sison, Pangasinan. In 1935, due to
influx of members, the family allocated a portion of
it’s home lot for the SDA church which was completed
in the same year. From then on, the Church mission
reached out to other barangays, gaining grounds in
Sta. Ines East, Vargas and Pilpila.
SDA is also concerned with community
development. In partnership with the LGU during the
administration of the late Mayor Reynaldo Modomo,
SDA facilitated a donation of hi-speed sewing
machines, courtesy of the Tabucol Family, for skills
training project, extended medical assistance and
other needed services as well.
The original SDA church in Sagpat, Poblacion
West is now closed. The Tabucol Family, thru Mrs. Ester
Tabucol–Viscarra has decided to transfer the church
to the school compound of “Felix Tabucol Seventh- Day
Adventist Educational Foundation” in Turod, Pob East.
This is intended to provide the school children with
sound spiritual foundation.
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ST
ARISH
ST.. JOHN OF THE CROSS P
PARISH

The establishment of a new Parish to be centered in Padapada began sometime in 1999. The parish priest of Our Lady of Fatima, then Rev. Fr. Hector
Pamintuan, Jr., prepared the ground works such as
strengthening the Barangay Pastoral Council (BPC)
then, led by ret. Col. Ponciano R. Aquino and officially
instituting St. John of the Cross as the patron saint
among others. Other aspects of preparations were
carried over by succeeding parish priest, namely Fr.
Poly Pardinan, later on, Fr. Allan Talavera.
The effort finally bore fruit, on October 30, 2010,
Bishop FlorentinoCinense officially established the
Parish of St. John of the Cross. In March 10, 2011,
Rev. Fr. Robert B. David was installed as its first Parish Priest.
The new parish is composed of the following
barangays from Sta. Ignacia, namely; Sta. Ines East,
Sta. Ines Centro, Sta. Ines West, Baldios, Vargas and
Padapada. From Gerona are ;Kalayaan, Padapada,
Mabini, Santiago, Quezon, New Salem, Sulipa,
Tangkaran, Sembrano and purokNamnama-Padapada.
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CIVIC
CIVIC,, RELIGIOUS AND PEOPLE’S
OR
G ANIZA
TION
ORG
ANIZATION
Municipal level
A.

B.

Civic Organizations
Philippine Veterans-Sta. Ignacia Chapter
2Lt. Teleforo P. Calosing
2. Federation of Senior Citizens Association of the
Philippines (FESCAP)
Mr. Tony Silverio
3. Santa Ignacia Market Vendors Association
Mr. Federico Bagay
4. Philippine Guardians Brotherhood, Inc. (PGBI)
Mr. Orizal
5. Santa Ignacia Historical Society a.k.a SILAG
Dr. Emiliano F. Dacayanan
6. Secondary Schools Association of SanataIgnacia
Mr. DiosdadoDela Cruz
7. Santa Ignacia Livelihood and Assistance for Women
(SILAW)
Councilor Nora T. Modomo
8. Santa Ignacia Women Producer Cooperative
Councilor Donna D. Follosco
9. RadioCom
Kgd. Edmund C. Pasamonte
10. Santa Ignacia Elementary School Alumni Association
(SIESAA)
President- Saklulu B. Enrado, LlB
Vice-President 1- Dr. Emil F.
Dacayanan
Vice-President 2 – Dr. Virgilio L.
Baratang
1.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Religious Organizations
RC - Catholic Women’s League (CWL)
MS. Angelina A. Regala
RC - Knights of Columbus, Council # 12340 (K of C)
Grand Knight Adolfo P. Follosco
RC - Couples for Christ (CFC)
Bro. Romeo Tipay
RC - The St. Peter’s Community
Bro Fernando Daenos
INC – SCAN
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B. Personal Accounts
APPENDIX-1
By: Dionisia D. Santos - THE STA. IGNACIA
TOWN PLAZA
Change is said to be the only permanent thing
in the world. It is the perennial continuing process.
It could be caused by natural forces. Some are
wrought by the growing intelligence of man, their
increasing awareness of their environment and
their irresistible efforts to improve and expand.
In 1928, the Sta. Ignacia town plaza was a
whole lot different from what it is today.
I remember the town plaza as a wide track of
land located between the municipal building grounds
in the Sta. Ignacia Elementary Site. It was covered
with grass so verdant that stray animals were
attracted to it. These animal’s would go there every
single day to savour the freshness of their favorite
food. Even stray pigs would dig the low-growing grass
to get the tuber like roots. Some farmer of their
helpers would bring their carabaos at night to
leisurely graze.
At the northern corner of the area there was
a lone tree called “logo”, the fruit of which resembled
chestnuts and children of all ages loved to gather
the fruit. School children frequented the place and
sometimes it was dangerous because they threw
stones at the fruit to get them.

History

of

Santa

Ignacia

172

The southern part of the area was covered
with grass called “amorseco” a foot-high wild grass
that bore grains resembling miniature wheat. These
grains stuck too clothes of kids who loved to swat
grasshoppers that were abundant all the time.
Students later on had to pull these weeds until they
became scarce and eventually disappeared.
At the center of the area there was kiosk, a
beautiful structure, the pillars of which ressembled
Corinthian posts. Around this spot was a circular
cemented space called “open auditorium”. Special
events like fiestas, New Year’s Eve and Valentines
Celebrations and even graduations were held here.
Ladies in elegant gowns and gentlemen in their
expensive coats and ties would dance the night away
on such occasions.
Then time came when the “logo” tree needed
to be gotten rid of and ornamental and fruit trees
were planted instead. To rise trees were planted
along the national road and caimito trees lined the
rest of the sides. As time went by the trees slowly
fell due to natural calamities. Some perished during
droughts or destructive typhoons while other simply
completed their life spans. Later on a few medicinal
and ornamental ones were left near the now
children’s playground. These tree mainly provided
shade.
In the 1930’s the late Servillano Guerrero
Pablo led the construction of a monument of Dr.
Jose P. Rizal at the Northern side facing the national
road. After sometime the monument grew taller with
the additional of the State of Liberty.
Soon people realized that stray animals were
not a pretty sight in a town plaza and so a fence
was constructed around it leaving the middle of each
side for gates. Moreover, a municipal ordinance was
passed banning stray animals. And as year went by
the fence was reconstructed, improved and made
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more presentable until it became a nice permanent
iron structure.
Time passed in the kiosk began to chip.
Municipal official’s then felt a need to remodel it in
its place a larger structure was built bearing a
different architectural design.
After a while a stage was built at the southern
part of the auditorium. Two other stages were soon
put up at the eastern and western wings. A fence
was later built to enclose the auditorium with a
main gate facing north.
In the late 1960’s when the public market
was being renovated the southern half of the plaza
was used as the temporary marketplace. Waste
disposal became problem because some of the refuse
were just piled up near the auditorium. In time,
everything was put in proper order. The New Market
was completed and all the mess was cleaned up.
Thus Santa Ignacia had a new Market.
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APPENDIX-2

By: Dr. Virgilio L. Baratang - MEMORIES OF
THE SECOND WORLD WAR
It may seem unbelievable but I and my
classmates had the unique experience of witnessing
the actual aerial battle of the first day of World War
II in the Far Eastern Pacific Theater. We truly did!
At about 2;00 o’clock in the afternoon of
December 8, 1941 , we were having our Grade VI
history class with our teacher, Mr. Apolonio
Aviguetero when our recitation was disturbed by an
uncommon burst of crackling sound in the sky above
us. Startled, we asked our teacher what that strange
sound was. Our teacher who was received officer in
the ROTC (Reserve Officers Training Corps) told us,
“There is a dogfight in the sky above us! The burst
of gunfire from the airplanes is called “strafing.” He
continued.
“Are there dogs fighting up in the air, Sir?”
We asked our teacher.
“No, there are airplanes fighting up there in
the skies! Let’s get down and see the dogfight.” He
said. The spectacle was our first experience in the
global conflict with enemy planes fighting each other.
Our history lesson turned into an actual visual
sensation that both struck fear and wonder in our
young hearts as we witnessed with own eyes the
modern warfare.
On that same day, with an undeclared war
with the United State of America, the Japanese
attacked Pearl Harbor in Hawaii where the US
warships were bombed like sitting ducks unaware
that enemy planes would destroy them without a
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declaration of war. Simultaneously, on that same
day the Japanese also wrought destruction on
unprepared warplanes at Camp Stotsenberg, which
is no Clark Field, and all naval and airbase of the
USA in the Far East.
“Look at those many silvery airplanes!” our
teacher said. “They are Japanese planes puesuing
the lone American plane which must have been in
flight when the airfield was bombed!” he continued.
The US plane was leading south towards its base in
Stotsenberg. As the strafing went on we saw the
American plane going down with its tail in flames.
“The American plane was shot down!” our
teacher told us. Then we something like an umbrella
going down towards the direction of barangay
Timmaguab.
“Why is there an umbrella up there?” we
asked our teacher.
“That’s a parchute!” Mr. Aviguetero said. “The
aviator bailed down.” He continued.
We learned later that the pilot whom our
teacher called “aviator” was retrieved from a tree
branch with his parachute. He was then brought to
Fort Stotsenburg beside Angeles City.
That unique experience which I and my
classmates witnessed was indeed an actual lesson
of the first day of World War II in the Far East on
December 8,1941, a spectacle we can’t forget in our
lives. Which is now a part of the history of our
country in the Second World War.
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APPENDIX-3
By: Dina D. Gaw- The “RESURRECTION” of
Benny Fernandez
A first hand account
Benny Fernandez, 41, is from Barangay
Baldios, now residing with his family in Barangay
San Vicente with his wife and three children. He
and Reymundo Batyudan, also from Barangay
Baldios, figured in a cave-in accident in the employ
of a treasurer hunter in Baldios near the Sapang
Dalag River, Bayudan died while Fernandez was
recovered unconcious but was revived. The following
is Fernandez’s account while in the trance of death.
Raymundo and I were diging inside the 8meter deep, 2x3- meter wide excavation when a big
cave-in occurred. burying both of us. . I was very
frightened. I tried to reach my companion through
the earth and was able to get his hand. At first, we
were pressing each other’s hands. Then he stopped
altogether. It occurred to me that he already died
and I panicked. I tried very hard to raise my back,
but each time, I was pushed down by the earth.
After several tries, I was exhausted.. Flat on my
face, I breathed repeatedly with the little air spared
by my bonnet. Soon I felt suffocated and breathed
in earth and passed out. Forthwith, my parent long
dead, appeared from a hillside of beautiful flowers
and plants. My mother was first trailed by my father.
They both appeared young and healthy, the defect
on one of mothers eyes gone? Mother, I called out.
“Go home, Benny,” she answered. “No, I’m going
with you.” I said. She waved me away, shouting,
“Go home.” And turned her back. I shouted, “Wait
for me, wait for me.” But they got lost in the land
scape.
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The next thing I knew was when I was revived.
I was told that the first words I uttered was”AlleluJa,
Alleluja.” Could this have been an extension of my
death trance?
By any measure, Benny’s experience is
uniquely awesome. Could he have been given a
glimpse into the afterlife? Was it something that
has opened the lid of the mysteries of human
mortality, of the ultimate destiny of man? Who can
say? The clergy, metaphysicists/ontologists or the
psychologist? DO COME FORWARD, ANYONE!!!
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APPENDIX-4
By: Ferdan B. Dacayanan - THE TALL TALES
OF NAMAGBAGAN
From the time Namagbagan was abandoned
in 1896 when the site was moved to its present
location the place remained un-inhabited for almost
a century. Before and after it was bisected by the
Camiling-Tarlac road during the term of the late
Governor Greg0rio Romulo in 1910, it was subdued
by outgrowths of chaparral, talahibs, cogon, and the
like. Like all abandoned places, it had its share of
spooky tales.
Tales of Namagbagan had been handed down
from generation to generation, some real others.
Imagined. A dark forested area with tall forbidding
trees and buri plants, it was the habitat of giant
bats. Venturing at the site at night, one heard the
scary flapping of wings. There weird sounds of a
wild animals like wild cats (musangs or motit) whose
eyes glare or flare back when lighted. The place
was a noisy place at night.
Added to all these were the tales of sounds
of going on parties, or a big black aaparition appearing
off and on before a hiker. There was also the tale of
a dog appearing to the walker on one side of the
road, growing bigger and bigger until the walker
loses heart and run away. This was retold by the
late Teniente del Barrio, Juan Natividad and the
late Nemisio Pedroche who used to frequent the
place. The late Segundo Gascon, foreman during
the Casmp construction, told of a Capri- a tall, dark
non-kindred being who stood up to the highest
branch of the Bangar tree which still stands today.
The late Gregorio (Gorio) father of J.V. Pedroche
who used to till the Balanay farm close to the line
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of tall mango trees, used to tell of strange sounds
like the patok, or the gong gongs of manges, devices
used by the settlers. There were, indeed, many,
many more like the black netthat would hover on
anyonewho venturedin the place at night especially
when it was showering.
One of the main reasons why the site had
remained un-inhabited for quite a long while was
because, much of it was owned by the Ilagan family
from Gerona town and remained untouched and
untilled till recently.When it had been parceled out
for sale.
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APPENDIX-5
By : Emiliano F. Dacayanan- NINOY AND I
The name of the late Senator Benigno (ninoy)
Aquino a head him. I met during his two terms as
governor of Tarlac. In the 1960’s.” Articulate,
strapping very personable and charming in his
signature maong pants and horn-rimmed glasses,
he was dubbed “Wonder Boy.” Just in his thirties,
he was a bundle of energy, vibrant, brimming and
bubbling with novel nations and ideas. While doing
his job as governor, he found time in engaging in
dialogue with Manila: he served as security adviser
to the late President Diosdado Macapagal.. As a
speaker he was superb. Pick out any topic, even
statistics, and you would not know when to stop
listening. He was engaging, riveting. He could give
life even to flat issues.
As a staffer of the then TPSTA (Tarlac Public
School Teachers Association) Bulletin, I enjoyed
writing about him and his administration. He
encouraged me to carry on along with my free-lance
writing in the defunct Philippine free Press. He was
an inspiration to work with. When Tarlac hosted
the (CLRAA) Central Luzon athletic Association Meet
in 1967, Ninoy was at the center of all preparations
a in giving Tarlac a face lift as befit the “Wonder
Boy’s” province. VIP’s from all over Central Luzon
were expected to attend.
Ninoy was sensitive to public opinion. Again,
as a member of the CLRAA Bulletin staff, a weeklong daily publication of the Meet, I featured him in
the advance –issue of the paper. I wrote something
like “Ninoy is the political Kingpin of Tarlac, a first
rate provincial governor, who calls the shots in the
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province.” I did not give much thought about the
article. But while he was entertaining his guests
at the dais close to the entrance on CLRAA opening
day, he spotted me among the crowed, stood up and
called, “Hi Emil.” All eyes around were trained on
me. I felt I was not touching the ground. I learned
later that he distributed copies of the paper to his
guests. That was Ninoy’s human side. And more.
Ninoy’s fame went ahead of him. Wherever
he was, he was the center of attention. When he
escorted me to the office of the then Labor Secretary
Jose B. Lingad the people ogled at him with awe
and admiration. Easy with smile and words, he
regaled them with off-hand remarks. One more side
of his character was revealed when after leaving
me at the Secretary’s Office, he returned after a
few minutes, sought me out and thrust 20 bill into
my pocket against my protests.
Our liaison continued even when he became
senator and I also rose from the ranks. Our link
was his favorite weekly, the defunct Philippines Free
Press where I occasionally contributed human
interest articles. Consistently the Free Press voted
him “Outstanding Senator of the Year.” A cinch to
be elected President in the ensuing election against
all comers, Imelda Marcos then notable one of them,
it was not to be. Ferdinand Marcos foiled him by
declaring Martial Law. He was jailed, exiled. But
those were not enough; the power that be felt
threatened with him alive, hence the assassination
at the tarmac. The unwashed blood that dried in
Ninoy’s face in death has lingered in my mind’s eye
even to this day. Who was ever the master mind of
the assassination, HE/SHE little knew that Ninoy’s
killing galvanized the people all the more and
hastened the explosion of their collective sentiments
in the 1986 Revolution. It was a poignant touch of
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poetic justice that the presidency purportedly Marcos
denied Ninoy was handed on a silver platter to Cory,
(Corazon Cojuangco Aquino) Ninoy’s widow who would
emerge as “Icon of Democracy.
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APPENDIX-6
The National Anthem (English)
(It was supplanted by the Pambansang Awit)
Land of the morning
Child of the sun returning
With fervor burning
Thee do our souls adore
Land dear and holy
Cradle of novel heroes
Ne’er shall invaders
Trample thy sacred shores
Ever within thy skies
And through thy clouds
And o’er the hills and seas
Do we behold the radiance
Feel the throb
Of glorious liberty
Thy banner dear
To all our hearts
Its sun and stars a-light
O never shall its shining field
Be dimmed by tyrants’ might
Beautiful land of love
O land of light
In thy embrace
T’is rapture to lie
But It is glory ever when thou art wronged
For us thy suns to suffer and die
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APPENDIX-7
By: Adolfo P. Follosco - HISTORICAL SOCIETY
INDUCTION
The officers and members of the newly
organized Sta. Ignacia Historical Society (a.k.a.
SILAG) was inducted by Mayor Saklulu B. Enrado
recently. An honorary chairman of the group,
himself, the Mayor was also deemed inducted.
The induction ceremony came after the
symbolic signing of the book, “Pedro Pedroche,
Partodo de Agraviados, and a Counter Revolution in
the Province of Tarlac, 1898-1899” by author Dr.
Lino Dizon. Inducted were the officers, namely, Dr.
Emiliano F. Dacayanan, Chairman, Dr. Virgilio L.
Baratang, Co-chairman, Mr. Arturo B. Agustin,
Secretary, Mr. Romeo M. Miguel, Treasurer, and
Mr. Adolfo P. Follosco, board Member. Mr. Elmor U.
Ibarra, Board Member was indisposed during the
induction.
The induction ceremony was witnessed by a
number of participants from various sectors of the
community like the high school principals and
teachers, municipal and barangay officials, and a
sizeable delegation from the Tarlac State University
headed by the author himself being the Director of
Center for Tarlaqueno Studies, two TSU Vice
Presidents, Dr. Glenard Madriaga and Dr. Brigido
Corpuz., some two professors, and their staffs.
Per the Executive Order No. 2, issued by
Mayor Saklulu B. Enrado on February 21, the
Historical body is the “recognized and adopted
institutional partner of the Municipal Government
in this endeavor,” referring to the Centennial
Celebration in January 2014. In the meantime, the
Historical group is currently writing the latest
edition of the History of Santa Ignacia, confident of
putting the town in proper and comprehensive
historical perspective.
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Meanwhile , The SILAG NEWS, a monthly
community organ was also launched. Its maiden
issue came out in March 2012, and is now on its
Third Year of operation.
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C. LIST OF OFFICIALS
LIST OF BARRIO’ AND MUNICIPAL OFFIALS
FROM 1845 TO THE PRESENT
Teniente Basal who ruled Barrio BINACA:
1. Don
2. Don
3. Don
4. Don
5. Don
6. Don
7. Don
8. Don
9. Don
10.Don
11.Don
12.Don
13.Don
14.Don
15.Don
16.Don
17.Don
18.Don
19.Don
20.Don
21.Don
22.Don
23.Don
24.Don
25.Don

Manuel Natividad
Fernando Buenaventura
Feliciano Dela Cruz
Leon Laureta
Fernando Agustin
Bernabe Gaspar
Fernando Agustin
Bernabe Gaspar
Dionisio Ariem
Fernando Espiritu
Pedro Cabintes
Bernabe Gaspar
Fernando Agustin
Valentin Pascasio
Martin Gomez
Fernando Agustin
Valentin Pascasio
Felipe Cabugsa
Domingo Molina
Lucio Silverio
Cosme Sumaoang
Felipe Cabugsa
Ignacio Bagayas
Hermenegildo Ramos
Agustin Guzman

1845;
1846;
1847;
1848;
1849;
1850;
1851;
1852;
1853;
1854;
1855;
1856;
1857;
1858;
1859;
1860;
1861;
1862;
1863-1864;
1865-1866;
1867-1868;
1869-1870;
1871;
1872;
1873-1874;
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CAPITANES OF 1875-1898
1. Capitan
2. Capitan
3. Capitan
4. Capitan
5. Capitan
6. Capitan
7. Capitan
8. Capitan
9. Capitan
10.Capitan
11.Capitan
12.Capitan
13.Capitan

Felipe Cabugsa
Fernando Agustin
Clemente Agustin
Cosme Sumaoang
Candido Fernandez
Benito Castillo
Agaton Guzman
Timoteo Cube
Isedoro Mateo
Vicente Laoang
Romegio Balanay
Eulogio Madriaga
Isedoro Mateo

1875-1876;
1877-1878;
1879-1880;
1881-1882;
1883-1884;
1885-1886;
1887-1888;
1889-1890;
1891-1892;
1893-1894;
1895;
1896;
1897-1898;

TOWN OFFICIALS DURING THE FIESTA RAID
OF “GEN. PEDRO PEDROCHE”
1. Manuel Briones

President Local
1899-1900;
2. Sergio Espino
Delegado de Rentas Internas
1899-1900;
3. Santiago Alumisim Delegado de Justicia
1899-1890;
4. Vidal Cube
Delegado de Policia
1899-1900;
OFFICIALS FROM 1901-1913
1. Don Andres Guzman

Presidente
1901- 1902;
2. Don Andres Guzman Teniente del Barrio
1903-1904 (x)
3. Don Isidro Alviar
Teniente del Barrio
1905-1907 (x)
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Teniente del Barrio
1908-1913 (x)

MAYORS FROM 1914-1941
1. Don
2. Don
3. Don
4. Don
5. Don
6. Don
7. Don
8. Don
9. Don
10.Don

Isidro Alviar
Francisco Milla
Francisco Milla
Rogelio Cube
Teodoro Gabay
Felix Valdez
Bonifacio Alviar
Isidoro Balanay
Bonifacio Alviar
Cresencio Laoang

President
President
President
President
President
President
President
President
President
President

1914-1916;
1917-1919;
1920-1922;
1923-1925;
1926-1928;
1929-1931;
1932-1934;
1935-1937;
1938-1940;
1941-(1943);

MAYORS FROM THE JAPANESE REGIME
ON WARD
1. Don Bienvenido Gabay
2. Jose V. Pedroche
3. Atty. Cresencio Laoang
4. Don Bonifacio Alviar
5. Don Felix Valdez
6. Don Bonifacio Alviar
7. Don Marceliano Robinos
8. Don Roque Apostol
9. Don Bonifacio Alviar
10. Don Florencio Molina
11. Don Julio Clemente
12. Don Catalino S. Modomo
13. Don Catalino S. Modomo
14. Don Catalino S. Modomo
15. Don Catalino S. Modomo
16. Don Catalino S. Modomo
17. Noel C Antonio
18. Dr. Reynaldo G. Modomo
19. Atty. Saklulu B. Enrado

3/1/42-8/27/42;
8/29/42-9/10/42;
9/11/42-6/15/44;
6/16/44-1/7/45;
2/4/45-4/11/45;
4/12/45-6/18/46;
6/19/46-12/31/47;
1948-1951
1952-1955
1956-1959
1960-1963
1964- 1967
1968-1971
1972-1975
1976-1980
1981-1986
1986-1997
1997-2006
2007-TO
DATE-2014
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LIST OF BARANGAY OFFICIALS
BARANGAY
1. Baldios
2. Botbotones
3. Caanamongan
4. Cabaruan
5. Cabugbugan
6. Cadudulaoan
7. Calipayan
8. Macaguing
9. Nambalan
10. Padapada
11. Pilpila
12. Pinpinas

Name of Chairman
Prudencio S. Nicolas
Roderick R. Rodrigo
Myrna M. Doctor
Gilbert M. Rombaoa
Arsenio A. Soliven
Primo C. Agustin
Emel A. Fernandez
Avelino C. Santiago
Laurente B. Molina
Orlando T. Cosme
Elarde M. Dancel
Ferdinand C. Mecate

BARANGAY
Name of Chairman
13. Pob. East
Ricky D. Silverio
14. Pob. West
Conrado M. Dela Cruz
15. PugoCecilio
LuzvismindoP. Lucena
16. San Francisco Francisco T. Tolentino, Jr.
17. San Sotero
Orlando A. Tomas
18. San Vicente
Ernesto D. Gabriel
19. Sta. Ines Centro Reydentor P. Gragasin
20. Sta. Ines East Jesus B. Mangornong
21. Sta. Ines West Roger R. Oliveros
22. Taguiporo
Mario S. Fernando
23. Timmaguab
Henry D. Ibarra
24. Vargas
Danilo B. Espino
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EXHIBIT-1
OLD MAP OF TARLAC SHOWING THE
LOCATION OF BINACA
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EXHIBIT-2
EXECUTIVE ORDERS-105, Dated December 2,
1913

Francis Burton Harrison
Governador General
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PHILIPPINE
ISLAND, EXECUTIVE BUREAU
Manila, December 4, 1913
Executive Order No. 105
Whereas many of the inhabitants of the former
municipality of Santa Ignacia have petition that the
same be separated from the municipality of Camiling,
Province of Tarlac; and
Whereas the conditions of erecting a suitable
municipal building and n adequate market and
slaughterhouse have already been fulfilled by the
resident of the said former municipality;
Now, therefore, upon the recommendation of
the provincial Board of Tarlac, the Honorable Sergio
Osmenia, Speaker of the Philippine Assembly, and
the Honorable Mauricio Ilagan, Delegate to the
Philippine Assembly from the First District of the
Province of Tarlac, and pursuant to the provision of
Act Numbered Seventeen hundred and forty eight,
entitled “An Act authorizing the adjustment of
provincial and municipal boundaries and authorizing
the change of capitals of province and subprovinces,
as many be necessary from time to time to serve
the public convenience and interest,” the thirteen
municipalities of the Province of Tarlac as
established by Acts Numbered Nine Hundred and
thirty, Fifteen hundred and fifty-five (as emended),
and Sixteen hundred and twenty-three and
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Executive Ordered Numbered twenty-five, series of
nineteen hundred and eight, are hereby increased
to fourteen, by separating the former municipality
of Sta. Ignacia, Province of Tarlac, from the
municipality of Camiling, said province.
The municipality of Camiling shall consist of
its present territory less the territory comprised in
the former municipality of Santa Ignacia. The
municipality of Santa Ignacia is herby reorganized
and shall consist of the territory which is comprised
prior to the passage of Act Numbered Sixteen
Hundred and twenty-three.
The separation here in made shall be effective
January first, nineteen hundred and fourteen
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EXHIBIT-3
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 02-S-2012-SBE
“AN ORDER CREATING THE MUNICIPAL
CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS COUNCIL (MCCC)
IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF SANTA IGNACIA,
TARLAC”
WHEREAS, the municipality of Santa Ignacia
will be commemorating its 100 th year anniversary
in January 2014;
WHEREAS, in view of the significance of the
event, it is necessary that mechanisms and measure
shall be established for an appropriate and
meaningful celebrations, and also most importantly,
to seize the moment (carpe diem) to draw, cultivate
and harness its transformative value;
WHEREAS, civic-minded Santa Ignacians
have initiated and organized the Santa Ignacia
Historical Society which is recognized and adopted
as the institutional partner of the Municipal
Government in the endeavor;
WHEREAS, to achieve these ends, the
creation of the centenary celebrations council will
provide the mechanism and structure for planning
and integrating these in the municipal polcies, plans
and programs to assure the active involvement of
all sectors in the community;
NOW THEREFORE, I, SAKLULU B, ENRADO,
LI.B. Municipal Mayor, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by law, do hereby create the
Municipal Centenary Celebrations Council with
membership and functions as provided in the
following sections;
SECTION 1.Creation and Composition of the
Council.
1. There is hereby created a Municipal
Centenary Celebrations Council (MCCC) to be
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headed by the Municipal Mayor as
Chairperson, to be assisted by the two (2) CoChairmen and the four (4) Major Committee
Chairmen, namely;
1.1 Vice-Mayor Noel C. Antonio
Co-Chairman
1.2 Dr. Emiliano F. Dacayanan
Co-Chairman
1.3 Dr. Virgilio L. Baratang
Chairman, Comm. on Celebration
1.4 Mr. Arturo B. Agustin
Chairman, Comm. on Media &
Communications
1.5 Engr. Romeo L. Limayo
Chairman, Comm. on Global Santa
Ignacians
1.6 Councilor Nathaniel L. Tan
Chairman, Comm. on Ways & Means
2. The Council shall have as members the heads
from the local and national government
offices/agencies, private schools and NGO’s
operating in the municipality namely;
2.1 All other members of the Municipal
Sangguniang Bayan of Santa Ignacia
2.2 DILG-PNP & BFP
2.3 Municipal Circuit Trial Court
2.4 Private Schools
2.4.1 Sta. Ignacia academy
2.4.2 Sta. Ignacia High School
2.4.3 SIBC Christian Academy
2.4.4 Glori Dei Montesori College
2.4.5 Sta. Ignacia Methodist Church Inc.
2.4.6 DISTRICT SUPERVISOR
2.5 Dep. Ed. (Elementary level), All
Principals, OIC’s
2.6 Dep. Ed (Secondary Level), All Principals,
OIC’s
2.7 Municipal Engineering Officer
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2.8

Municipal Planning and Development
Coordinator
2.9 Municipal Health Officer
2.10 Municipal Environment and Natural
Resources Officer
2.11 Private Sector Organizations
2.12 Business organizations
2.13 Senior Citizens/Veterans Organizations
2.14 Youth Organizations
3. All civil society counterpart, the nongovernment community including religious,
civic, professional entities if practicable, each
shall have one (1) representative in the
Council. These representatives shall be
selected by the concerned sector through a
process designed by them.
Section 2. The basic Organizational Structure of
the Council (refer to Annex A)
Section 3.Powers and Function of the Council. The
council shall have the following powers and
functions;
1. To conceptualize, plan, formulate and
implement policies, activities, plans and
programs for the centenary celebrations.
2. To establish guidelines and appropriate
mechanisms to operationalize and incorporate
the development principles/strategies in the
development program in the municipal and
Barangay government units.
3. To provide directions in the form of policy
reforms, programs and legislation that will
respond to emerging issues and charting any
future actions in relation to achieving the
transformative value to the event.
4. To solicit and accept cash or in kind donations
and other resources from government and
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private sectors to generate the financial
requirements of the activity.
To act as coordinating body and all matters
pertaining and related to the celebrations.
To require any and all government units,
offices within the municipality for assistance
in the form of personnel, resources essential
in the performance of its duties.
To create sub-committees it may deem
necessary to attain its objectives.
To perform such as other acts which are
necessary to carry out its mandate functions
and duties relative to its existence.

Section 4.Secretariat. The council shall be assisted
by a full time Secretariat, whose composition shall
designated by the Municipal Mayor.
Section 5.Effectively. This Executive Order shall
take effect immediately.
Done this 21st day of February, 2012 at Santa
Ignacia, Tarlac.

(Sgd.) SAKLULU B. ENRADO
Municipal Mayor
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EXHIBIT-4
EXECUTIVE ORDER. 01, Series of 2014
WHEREAS, the Municipality of Santa Ignacia
reacquired its township status on January 1, 1914
by virtue of an Executive Order issued by then
America Governor General Francis B. Harrison
through the intercession of the Tarlac Province
Government and the then prominent leaders of the
community;
WHEREAS, since its reacquisition of
municipal status, Santa Ignacia was able to benefit
from events of historical significance like the
imposition of American Democratic rule, the
introduction of Public Educational System; and
wither the effects of political upheavals like the
Second world War and the subsequent imposition of
Japanese Occupation, the declaration of Martial Law
and the Rise of the EDSA People Power Revolution,
the rise of social insurgency and the devastations
of natural disasters like the powerful earthquake
that devastated Central Luzon and the eruption of
Mt. Pinatubo in the 1990s, and recently the
disastrous visit of typhoon Yolanda;
WHEREAS, through all the aforementioned
historical events and natural occurrences, Santa
Ignacia inched through the development ladder and
is presently classified as a Second Class and in the
process catching up and even overtaking some of
the older towns of the Province of Tarlac;
WHEREAS, it cannot be denied that the
present development of the town should be attributed
to the advocacy and sincere efforts of the past and
present leaders as well as the show filial love in
concern of Santaignacians here and abroad;
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WHEREAS, today, January 1, 2014, Santa
Ignacia has reached its First Centennial
Anniversary;
BY VIRTUE OF THE POWERS AND
AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME, by law and the
mandate given me the People of Santa Ignacia;
I, ATTY, SAKLULU B. ENRADO, Mayor of the
Municipality of Santa Ignacia, Province of Tarlac,
hereby DECLARE YEAR 2014 AS CENTENNIAL
YEAR OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF SANTA
IGNACIA;
IT IS DECLARED FURTHER that ALL
SANTAGUINIANS LIVING HERE IN THE
PHILIPPINES AND THOSE LIVING ABROAD shall
be known to be the CENTENNIAL CITIZENS OF
SANTA IGNACIA and that their active participation
and involvement in the scheduled year round
activities during the centennial year is ENJOINED
as a show of lasting filial love and concern;
Issued at 12:01 in the morning, this 1st day of
January in the year of our Lord, Twenty Thousand
and Fourteen, this Order shall take effect
immediately and shall continue to be in effect until
such time that it is superseded by law.

(Sgd.) ATTY. SAKLULU B. ENRADO
Municipal Mayor

History

of

EXHIBIT-5

Santa

Ignacia

199

History

of

EXHIBIT-6

Santa

Ignacia

200

History

of

Santa

Ignacia

COMMUNITY COLLEGE INSTRUCTOR
CREDENTIAL

201

History

of

Santa

Ignacia

202

End Notes

1. Margarita R. Cojuangco, Tarlac: Pre-history to
World War II, Tarlac, Tarlac, Provincial
Government, 1987. Terra Incognita is a
description of the state of Tarlac before the
16th Century, as an uncharted pristine area. It
is described by Dickerson as cited by
Cojuangco, thus: it is practically certain that
before the advent of man in the Philippines,
the entire country was covered with unbroken
forests of one kind or another from sea level to
the highest mountain tops except where the
vegetation has been temporarily destroyed by
natural causes such a volcano eruption. Pp. 78
2. Austronesians, ibid, p. 7
3. Land Bridges, The connecting land parts of the
continents when the water level of the oceans
and the seas were still low.
4. Austroloids, ibid, p. 6
5. Sulu Isthmus, Cojuangco, o.p. cit, p. 5
6. Apolonio B. Aviguetero, History of Santa
Ignacia Updated, 1984, They were short, dark
skinned with kinky hair, p.1
7. Mariang Kurad, ibid, p.2
8. Mariang Gasat, ibid, p.2
9. Arnel N Vidad, Pastor Ministering to Aetas in
Patling, Capas, Tarlac.
10. Rufino Loque, Camiling, a Historical Sketch of
Camiling, 1990, TCA Journal, March-July
1990, from the souvenir of the Camiling Town
Fiesta 1990, p.4
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11. Ilocano enclaves, ibid, p.6
12. Talunasan, a well-tempered and well-shaped
bolo used by the Ilocano farmers.
13. San Vicente was developed ahead of Sta.
Ignacia, having been a barrio of Camiling
earlier.
14. Beyond Cabatuan Creek was a natural
meadow.
15. Loque, The Awakening in Asia, o.p. cit. p.4
16. The Ilocano migrants coming in the three
waves, Loque, o.p. cit, p.5
17. Alberto Gamboa, Local History of Tarlac, 1999,
The Pangasinenses preferring Paniqui to
Camiling, p.11
18. Cojuangco, o.p. cit, p.85
19. The Ilocano migrants brought with them
everything to start life with in the new
settlement.
20. The non-herdsmen in among the migrants
were the farmers, potters, etc. who later
settled in Nambalan, and some blacksmiths.
21. Aviguetero, Namaing of places, o.p. cit, p.9
22. Arturo Agustin, Naming of Binaca, Silag News,
2013, Binaca was derived from the grass
binbinaca, Erwin Aguilar, Silag News 2013,
The place was named Binaca having been
converted into a cow pasture. But Pedroche
and Aviguetero said it was named after it main
product, cow hence, its name corrupted into
BINACA.
23. Aviguetero, The old boundaries of Sta. Ignacia,
ibid, p.4
24. The change of Sta. Ignacia boundaries, ibid,
p.5
25. Cojuangco, The way of life of the ilocanos, o.p.
cit, p.85-86
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26. The unique products of the ilocanos that
required preparation like the bearded rice
which involved a-long process.
27. The rough-pounding of the bearded rice in the
cul-lo-ong “wooden manger”
28. The Am-moyo System of the Ilocanos is the
bayanihan system. This is giving one’s help in
a particular task to be returned in kind later.
29. The Palusong, is the bayanihan way of
pounding unhusk rice into clean rice by the
use of wooden mortar.
30. The bearded rice were all the varieties the
Ilocanos brought with them to the settlement.
31. Tapuy. This is the wine the upland people
(Igorot) of Mountain Province they make out of
fermented rice.
32. San Juan Ilocos Norte, as gathered from the
Ilocanos, is a place that has a hill with
suitable clay for pottery.
33. The pottery work is a joint effort of the men
and women. The men gather the materials
like the clay and the firing materials like hay,
talahibs, cogon, etc. while the women do the
making the pots themselves.
34. The dadapilan of the settlers was the wooden
kind whose essential parts were the two hardwood cylinders, joined tightly with gears, with
an attached arching long pole pulled by a
carabao round and round as the farmer
introduces the sugarcane between the
cylinders to squeeze the juice.
35. The Anawang is an oven dug on the ground
over which the sugar juice is boiled on a vat
into sugar.
36. The process of boiling the molasses into sugar
has some side products like patopat, glutinous
rice wrapped in neatly woven buri shoot, and
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calte like finely sliced raw papaya and boiled
with the juice until it turns into sugar.
37. In the course of time, the settlers named
places and location in the settlement or in
their places of work like, Cadaanan, Lasip,
Taroma, Sapang Karias, etc.
38. A spring well dug by the settlers in the second
spring rivulet, about one half meter wide and
one meter deep with the capacity of about 20
“crambas.”
39. The settlers named places based on their
locations like Taldiapan, a place that gives a
glimps of the settlement from Cabatuan Creek.
40. Pedroche, o.p. cit, p.12
41. Ibid, p. 82
42. Ibid, p.12
43. Aviguetero, o.p. cit, p.14
44. Ibid, p.15
45. Ibid, p.15
46. Wikipedia, holds that Santa Ignacia was
named after Mother Ignacia, p.5
47. Aviguetero, Governor Dela Torre, o.p. cit. p.17
48. Ibid, p.17
49. The Maura Law, ibid, p.15
50. Tobacco Monopoly, ibid, p.12
51. Palmeta, ibid, p.12
52. Cadaanan, a farm area of Pugo Cacilio. Known
to be one of the earliest rice fields ever
developed hence its name – daan means old.
53. Kadanglaan was the name by which Nambalan
was originally known for its clumps of dangla
(lagundi) a medicinal plant.
54. Vargas was also known as Kaposeran for its
clumps of poser, a family of bamboos hardfer
than boho, and good as fencing material.
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55. Aviguetero, The old boundaries of Binaca
(Santa Ignacia), o.p. cit, p.6
56. Aviguetero, The calamities that visited the
settlers like the cholera, flu, etc. o.p. cit, p.16
57. Aviguetero, The spread of renderpest to Santa
Ignacia, o.p. cit, p.11
58. Loque, The love-triangle of Dr. Jose Rizal,
Leonor River, and Carlos Kipping, o.p. cit, p.
59. Cojuangco, Makabulos-Pedroche Rivalry, o.p.
cit p.6
60. Dizon, Lino L., Pedro Pedroche Partido De
Agraviados, and a Counter-Revolution in Tarlac
Province, 1898-1899. 19, 2011. P.16
61. Japan’s Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, Japans
justification in its attempt to colonize Asia as a
member of the AXIS Power allied with
Germany and Italy.
62. Irving Berlin, the famous pre-war American
composer who wrote such songs as “God Bless
America,” and “Heaven Watch the Philippines”
63. The Educational Act of 1940 reduced the
elementary curriculum from 7 to 6 years and
mandated the teaching of the “National
Language” now Pilipino in all schools.
64. The late President Manuel L. Quezon changed
the title of “Municipal President” to “Municipal
Mayor”, retaining for him the title for the
highest position of the nation.
65. OPLAN ORANGE, was the defense plan of the
late General Douglas Mc Arthur, a series of
positions from the north up to Bataan and
Corrigidor in the imminent invasion of Japan.
66. The Guerilla Movement in the Philippines
started with Filipino and American stragglers
who eluded capture or who lost their
commands and banded together to wage a
guerilla warfare.

History

of

Santa

Ignacia

207

67. The Guerrella Movement against the Japanese
imperial forces during the Japanese
Occupation.
68. Bienvenido Gabay was appointed as mayor by
the Japanese and was assassinated in 1942
69. Jose V. Pedroche, who assumed the Mayorship
of Sta. Ignacia when the town was abandoned.
70. Mabalacat Airfield , training ground for
kamekase
71. Ito Abad – was a Japanese collaborator from
Camiling.
72. Aviguetero, Luis Quindiagan, alias “Bong Cruz”
of the U.S. Intelligence service during World
War II. P. 30
73. Japanese fighters planes beaten by American
modern fighter planes.
74. Gen. Yamashita Called “Tiger of Malaya” but
called “Gopher in Luzon.”
75. Aviguetero, Bonog Creek (Beneg) old boundary
of Sta. Ignacia with Tarlac Town. O.p. cit, p.5
76. July 4, 1946 Independence Day of the
Philippines, based on the Commonwealth Act
of 1935.
77. April 1945, German surrender in Europe.
78. The Atomic Bomb dropped in Heroshema and
another in Nagosaki that ended the War.
79. The surrender of Japan was signed aboard the
U.S. Battleship Mission.
80. Japan paid war damage to Filipino’s
81. PCAU Philippine Civil Affairs Unit that helped
Philippine administration after the War.
82. Pedroche, The Philippine Flag was raised alone
by President Roxas during Independence Day.
P.52, Op.cit.
83. Opening on the Secondary Schools – Sta.
Ignacia High School and Sta. Ignacia Academy.
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84. Education Ferment in the Sta. Ignacia that led
to educational pacing of young educators.
85. Secretary of Education O.D. Corpuz from
Camiling.
86. Supervisor Esteban Asprec filed a case against
Principal Emiliano F. Dacayanan.
87. Supt. Eulogio de Guzman transmitted the case
of Dacayanan to Manila.
88. Aviguetero, HUK’s raided Sta. Ignacia burning
the Municipal Hall on January 11, 1951. pp. 33
89. Aviguetero, CRIS Camiling River Ignition
System; lateral canals were made for Santa
Ignacia farmers. pp. 38
90. “Try a Teacher” The Mantra of Mayor Julio
Clemente made him win the election. p. 39
91. Aviguetero, Clemente won the boundary case
in Padapada v.s. Gerona. ibid. p.39
92. Road to the Botbotones The old road was water
logged and muddy.
93. Pistol Duel between Carlos Cube and Timoteo
Cube; that killed the former.
94. Danding Cojuangco, the political patron of the
Modomo family.
95. “Dugsol”, nickname of Mayor Modomo, for his
habit of jobbing the barrel of his pistol with jolt
into the stomach of the no-gooders.
96. Movie Drama,The arrest of a gang of robbers
that came to lie low in Santa Ignacia.
97. The loot has become a mystery as to who got
it.
98. PD 1081, The Martial Law Regime was
proclaimed by Ferdinand Marcos in September
1972.
99. Arrests during the Martial Law: The opposition
led by Senator Benigno Aquino were arrested.
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100. Chinese Drug Trafficker Lim Seng, the
Chinese drug trafficker shot by firing squad.
101. PD- 27, Land Reform Program: Implemented
after several years of attempt but was done
during the Martial Law Regime.
102. PD- 13, Green Revolution – The decree meant
to make people raise more crops.
103. Crisanto Mariano of Botbotones as winner
with substantial monetary price and a trip to
Israel.
104. Sariling Sikap – When the inflation was high
and the peso had a low buying power, the
employees were allowed to do business in
their places of work.
105. Makabulos Monument: It was put up during
the term of Mayor Catalino Modomo.
106. Social Organization – Many organizations
arose during the term of Mayor Modomo.
107. Improvement of the Town Plaza – Mayor
Modomo made several improvements.
108. First Lady Imelda Marcos became propligate,
espending public money.
109. Ninoy was assassinated – Sept. 23, 1983 – He
was killed upon his return from the U.S.
110. Snap Election – President Marcos tried to
cheat Corry which led to the EDSA
Revolution.
111. EDSA High Drama – The People Power Drama
act EDSA that ousted Marcos.
112. Cory Aquino was installed President after the
EDSA Revolution.
113. General Ramos Acknowledges Gen.Braulio
Balbas for saving the rebels hold up that
Camp. Crame.
114. Mayor Noel C. Antonio led in the planting of
trees during his term.
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115. Mt. Pinatubo- The eruption of Mt. Pinatubo on
June 12, 1991, that emitted billions of
volcanic materials like lahar and dash.
116. Courtesy of SISA – (Santa Ignacia Society of
America) donated two waiting sheds in Santa
Ignacia.
117. ± 20 m. for the market fund. Obtained by
Mayor Reynaldo Modomo for the construction
of new market for the town.
118. SIESA; Santa Ignacia Elementary School
Alumni Association Organized in 2010 which
has undertaken improvements of the athletic
field like the fencing that amounted to over ±
300,000
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The Author
The author is basically an educator. He
earned his Master and Doctoral degrees from the
University of the Philippines in Diliman, Quezon City
and at UP Manila for his Cognate in Public
Administration. He was a summer doctoral scholars
under the UP-PPSTA program and earned a
competitive UP-DECS Integrated Scholarship in
1977-1979. He also earned a certificate in
Community Development at the UP, College of
Agriculture in 1956 at government expense. He
retired as Assistant Schools Superintendent in
Tarlac. He served first as College Instructor at the
Camiling Colleges owned by the Romulos, as
graduate professor of the Pagasinan State University
Center in Tarlac, and at the Tarlac College of
Technology, now the Tarlac StateUniversity where
he organized and taught the first graduate class.
He likewise taught of the Tarlac College of
Agriculture where he organized two graduate
centers that catered mostly to teacher in Santa
Ignacia and in Camiling.
In the United States he was issued a
Community College Instructor Credential by the
Board of Governor of California Community Colleges
dated March 11, 1983, valid for life. He was taken
in in the Faculty Pool of the California State
University in Northridge in 1993-94.
His stint in writing begun in campus
journalism in which he served as editor both in high
school and in college at the Camiling Colleges. In
1954 he started as a free-lance contributor to the
defunct Philippines Free Press until the declaration
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of Martial Law in 1972. He also wrote for Educational
Magazines and contributed to the TCT College
Journal. He served as editor of School District,
School Division and Regional official organs notable
of which has been the Central Luzon Regional
Athletic Association Bulletin, (CLRAA Bulletin) a
week-long daily publication of the Central Luzon
regional meet. In 1966, he was a Teacher-Journalism
Awardee by the Division of Tarlac.
In the United States, he served as editor of a
magazine supplement of a mother paper. The
Philippine-American News-Tribune. He also edited
the official organ, “The Afternoon Glow”, of the
Central Community Services, Inc. where he worked
as Executive Secretary.
All these experiential background, he summoned
at age 88, in writing this book.

